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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. TAMM _ j {^AjCM^Qk 

/Zdfov> ov. Qou-U^o^O 

■ Pic -fr Taylor^was referr ed ±a me. from the Director's 
office. He had with him one I , who had some information 

concerning a Philipp Johnson^ wKo Ts alleged to be engaged in 
certain Nasi actiuitie's "in New York City. Johnson resides at 
751 Third Avenue rear. New York City. He is the son of a 
prominent citisen who formerly lived at Cleveland, Ohio, and 
I who was at one time President of the White Seping Machine / 
Company. He is believed to be of the Tom L.fJohnson family. V 

Philip Johnson is presently living on an income which 
has been left to him. He has had various German friends who 
have evidenced a strong interest in the Naxi form of Government. 
Johnson was formerly in Germany, is a graduate of the 1938 class 
of Harvard University, speaks an excellent German, is h iatjlji 
excitable and of a nervous temperament and according to | , 

is a homo-sexual type. He at one time was interested in t/ie r 
Museum of Modern Art, 53rd Street/ New York City, and has as 
one of his closest friends a Mr^Blackburn, who at one time was 
manager of the aforementioned rmseum. 


Johnson, it is alleged, had become interested in modern 
architecture and at one time arranged and was responsible for 
the international architectural exhibits, the first that was 
held in this country. He is alleged to be friendly with a 
Dr.J Murphy, Park Avenue, 63rd Street, New York City. He has 
ofjen in his conversations since 1932 expressed his interest 
in the coming Revolution and has stated that things will be 
different "when the revolution comes". A close friend of 

his is LawrencefDennis, who is alleged to be an excell ent^ _ 

speaker and publicist. An organisation, agcording to | " 

was formed in 1934 by Johnson known as the/Grey Shirts, Tie 

believes. RECORDED & INDEXED V 

RutlipMerrill, who is now an executive with t&e — h&djretr —“ 
Home Journal, RKO Building, Radio City, was c'P£* 

tary to Johnson, who it is alleged has an income of qvpro^ximg 
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$5j000,00 a month. She is in a position to obtain additional 
names of_per_sons who have been associated with Johnson, Accord¬ 
ing to I ^ Blackburn and Johnson worked with Huey Long in 

WashingToTT, 1J7 C, They also lived here at that time • 


Respectfully t 




A, Rosen 




ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATION Cleveland, Ohio, 
KRKP ENVELOPE ATTACHED June 1, 1940. 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C* 


Dear Sir: 


I/Wish to report PhilipJohnson, son of Homer H. 
^Johnson who is a lawyer in Cleveland, Ohio, Tor" 
being disloyal to the United States, because for 
years he has been working for Communism and all 
the other ‘’isms”, and has been to Europe several 
times for this purpose. When Germany conquered 
Norway he jumped up and down saying, "Hurrah, 

Hurrah for the Nazis. We won". 

Since the latest developments of the war, this, 

I believe, should be reported. At the present time 
he is at their summer home in New London, Ohio, 
and I just learned that he intends going to' 1 
Germany around June 1st. 

His people are good citizens of the United States 
and his sister is helping the refugees in France 
and Belgium, but he is mesmerized by this evil 
that is trying to overpower the good in the world. 

His people feel ver?/- bad, but cannot say anything. 

If I give my name and it is known, it will cause 
several people the loss of their positions and a 
great deal of trouble, therefore, I am withholding u' 1 
it. However, I am a loyal American citizen. aJsmX 

*ecoep*b - 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. 0. 
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&#Mm=L June 24, 1940 
NBlflPA 


Special Agent in Charge 
Cleveland, Ohio 

ftet Philip John* on 
SSPI0MAG8 


Dear dirt 

Per your information, X an trunaaitting here¬ 
with copies of an moaymm coaeariioatton dated June 1 , 
1940 , received at the Bu rea u in an envelope poataeurked 

it OliYiliQdt flblA 

Very truly years. 


John Bdfar Reaver 
Streeter 
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New fork, I?* I*. 
September 20, 1940* 
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] Mr. Tolson.. 

Mr, C3egg. 

Mr. E. A. Tomm, 
Mr. FosTTordi 

Mr. N&tiian. 

Mr, Lada. 

Mr. r^pfi—-- 

Mr. UIhma- 

Ma\ Vi&v'fi . 

Mr, laerul^i'. 

Mr, Xtor.er^ 

Mr. Tw - 

fe Gstaij* 

.-f.ILEs, 


dormant* 


On August 8, 1940 tt MR. BR7CE SI mm of 137 East 
38th Street, Sew York City, telephonically contacted the Hew fork 
Field Office at which time he advised that certain information had 
come to his attention which he thought should he furnished to this 
office* However, be stated that the information concerned an indi¬ 
vidual whose name be did not care to give over the telephone, and 
that if the writer could meet him on the following day he would be 
glad to furnish the information in person* 


MR. .SIMMONS was contacted on the following day at 
which time he explained that he was an interior decorator usually 
employed by people in the highest social bracket of the Metropolitan 
Area, and in such capacity he had been hired fev, ; rV rmi.Tf ■ JO'MSO® 
at 751 Third Avenue* HewhYork 6ity* 

X-W"'' ■ 

MR, SIMMONS' then exp 

PHILIP JOHNSON for a number of years and that 
him that he, JOHNSON, was a graduate of Harvard 
upon his graduation his father had given him a 

and bonds in trust, from which trust PHILIP JOI-— T --— 

substantial income, approximately #5,000 a year. ] MR. SJKM38FS further^^l 
advised that JGKffisGN at one time had told him that he had been bora ^ 
either in Indiana or Illinois and that his father was ft large orri- ^ 
cial in some oil company in that district* However, PHILIP JOHNSON *S 
father is supposed to have recently or within the past few years, dis¬ 
owned him because of his radical views and activities* 

CD 



MR. SIMMONS teen explained that MR. 
hired him some two or three days previously to redeeorafw>4rjC'r«fe- 
furnish the furniture, walls and floors of his apartment,^ and tfcpit 
while working in the apartment he noticed that the apartmeift wfeh 
filled with many books apparently dealing with Raslia&,^o®mmiSm 
Fascism and various other doctrines being preached througk&ut^Surope 
and by fifth columnists in the United States* 


|| 

eoro 4 time that 


11) 


He then stated that he had known for 
JOHNSON was supposed to be connected with various members of this 
element. In fact he stated JOHNSON some five years previous had 
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endeavored to have him, SIMMONS, join an organisation in which JOHNSON 
was then interested - TheyIrayshirta - which wae a nationalistic 
tendency organisation and'very anti-Seaitie. However, MR. SIMMONS 
stated that this instance had more or less slipped his mind until he 
had found these various books and sons, what appeared to be, mimeo¬ 
graphed copies of press releases* 

these press releases were examined. However, they 
appeared to be nothing more than advance copies of editions of the 
National Whirligig, the Union Whirligig and the News Behind The News, 
published by the IC CLURE newspaper syndicate of 75 West Street, New 
York City. 

It was noted that these articles were written by 

such men as: 

RICHARD WALDO 

GABRIEL YOGLIOTTI 

FREDERIC SONDSSM, JR. 

FULTON LEWIS, JR. 

RAY TUCKER 

OTIS P. WINGO. 


It was noted that these articles were stamped as followsi 

"This service is supplied for pereonal use only 
and not for reproduction* 

undersigned the 1C GLURS newspaper syndicate. 


It was also noted that among the various books 
of PHILIP JOHNSON were the following! 

/ I IOWA' HITLER, by LDDBCK. 

LENIN, by LBQN TROYSXY. 

SIGNALS DSR NEUEN 21XT, by DR. GOSBBSLS 
GERMANY*S THIRD EMPIRE, by MDSLLSR FOR BER 3RUCK. 
HANDBACH DSR FJDMTRAGE, by T. H. FRITSCH. 

WHAT MARX REALLY MEANT, by G. D. H. COLE. 
SOLDAHTENDIENFT INN3UNSNREICH, by KURT HESSE. 
AUTARKIE, by FERDINAND FRIED. 

AMERIKA WU WIR, by ERNEST JACKH. 


2 . 







Memo for SAC 
62-6772 


FATHER COUGHLIN *8 RADIO DISCOURSES, 

SONBART*S DREINATIOKAL OKONOMIKN. 

CHAPf»SLLE*S WHILE ENGLAND SLEPT. 

PAUL KRANONHAL'S DAS QRQANFSCHE WSCUfHBILD. 

A set of book* THE DTHaMICS OF 1AR AND 

REVOLUTION, by LAURENCE DENNIS, 

NIN STAHLOE-;7ITTSP^ by ERNEST JUNOSR, . 

PHILOSOPHI OF FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE. / / 

MR. SIM?IONS then stated that the second day 
that he had entered the apartment to work he had been told by JOHNSON, 
who addressed him by his first name, that hs didn't expect his this 
early that day and that he was expecting some people In his home, ©here¬ 
upon SIMMONS told Ms that he would go deem to the earner and hare a 
bottle of beer, if he would be In the way, and return in about 
thirty minutes. SIMMONS stated he did this, end upon returning 
noticed that MR. JOHNSON had five sen In the apartment, all of whoa 
appeared to be of foreign origin, most notably German. He said from 
tide it appeared as if their meeting had not been broken up, and that 
upon hie arrival JOHNSON with three of the men left* 

However, taro of than went upstairs while he 
SIMMONS, was working on the lower floor* He said when the men ent 
upstairs they talked in a languaga with which he was not familiar, 
stating at this time that ha had been educated in English, German 
and French, and had a speaking knowledge of Russian and a number 
of the other Euro p ea n languages. However, the language used by these 
two men appeared to be some language near that of the Magyar* 

He said after speaking in this language for a while they then started 
speaking in a low tone of English, and that he, working, could 
not hear clearly all of what was being said. However, he did hear 
ona say to the other that their best system would be to include 
their theories in schoolbooks in such a way that the schoolbooks 
would be passed by the various Boards of Education and inserted 
in their regular curriculum, whereupon the other man ^ replied 
that he could assist in the work but not in an open way tnaaanah 
as ha had been identified on some previous occasion as having been 
connected with fifth column activities, which would lead one to 
believe, MR. SIMMONS stated, that this man night have been under 
investigation by the F, 3. I. or by tbs Dies Committee at some time 
in the past* 


He stated that after talking for some ten or 
fifteen minutes the two men descended the stairs and left* MR. 
I MOMS described these men as followst 
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MBSLl 


As* 

About 42 

Height 

3*10* 

height 

Approximately 160 lbs* 

Build 

Not fat, but slightly round, similar to a barrel* 


Narrow 

Complexion 

Swarthy 

Nationality 

Appeared to be German 

Peculiarities 

Bore two sabre marks on the left elde of hie face 

Number 2 


Age 

About 40 

Height 

5*10|* to 11* 

height 

About 200 lba* 

Complexion 

Swarthy 

Face 

Large end long 

Build 

Nationality 

Large end strong looking 
fjjpparontly German* 


MR* SIMEONS then stated that the three man *ho 


left with JOHNSON tie did not *M well enough to describe) however, 
they- wore ell of about audio* else end were apparently of Germaaie 
or Slavic extractl m* 


IS. SIMMONS stated that if ter toe men had left he 
asked the Suporiatoediat, MR. PUIS, if he know thee* sen, ifcereepen 
PUIS stated that he did not look at then being afraid that ho, PUIS, 
night recognise one end be able to later Identify him* MR. SIMMONS 
stated he did not ask PUIS for an ex pl anation of thie statement, 
but to him it eeeaod very peculiar. 

It might bo noted here that PULS also 
is supposedly of German birth. 


lfl* SIMMJMS then stated by way of explanation 
of acme of JOHNSON'S activities that JOHNSON waa on* of the few 
men in the United States who oould go to Germany, and raawlngly had 
eoosee to every eeeret the German nation^ .p ossess ed, being aw of the 
few who had visited their Vest Wall. Also, UR. SZMUQK stated he had 
heard that a friend of JOHNSON'S, a UR. ROUND RIG06, waa alto 
invited at one time to go through the German lout iall, .but through 
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8oa0 act of JOHNSON’S ho had prevented this by having tha Goman offi¬ 
cials latar dany HIGGS tha opportunity* He stated that during HOTY 
LONG’S power in Louisi ana PHILIP JOHNSON was supposed to have gone to 
Louisiana and ooacbad HUEY LEHR} in public speaking. In this respect, 
SIMMONS stated, JOHNSON waa a vary good speaker and had written ar¬ 
ticles for tha radio as wall ae having spoken over aoae of tha Haw 
fork City stations. Ha further advised that JOHNSON was a close 
friend of such man as tha followings 

MR. NELSON ROCKEFSUJSR. 

MR. STANLEY RKSCR of tha J. WALTER THOMPSON 
ADVERTISING AGENCY. 

MR, K, M. WARBURG, son of tho late FELIX 
WARBURG. 

JAN RUTTENBUHG, a noted profeeeer of design¬ 
ing and arohiteotors* 

MR* SIMMONS atatad that ha understood that JOHN¬ 
SON had previously bam connected with tha U« ft. Navy holding aoaa 
alaor office, perhaps that of Lieutenant, and that ha had found 
information in hie apartment Which seamed to ladieata that JOHNSON 
was at this Use trying to obtain a reserve c coal salon In tha U« 5* 
Navy. Ha stated that tha evidence he had found wan a paper which 
contained the requisites for filling out a questionnaire for the 
U. ft. Naval Raservs Officers* Class IF (S), which paper contained 
the following* 

// PHILIP JOHNSON 
' 731 Third Avenue 

New fork City 

Bam Cleveland, Ohio, 1906* 

Father - HOMER R« JOHNSON, attorney new practicing 
in that city 

Education - Public schools, Cleveland, Ohio* 
Pensionnat Thndicua, Geneva, Switserlend, 1919* 
Haokley School, Tarrytown, New York 
Graduated Harvard University in 1927 cun lauds. 
lan g u ages - speaks, reads and writes french k German 
Travels from 192ft to 1940i 
% yra* in German# 1 yr. in Franca) 6 aoa* in 
England] visited besides every country in Europe 
except Russia, Spain and Norway* 


5 * 
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literary co-author of "THE INTERNATIONAL STYLE* 
Co-«utb©r«*BDBaN ARCHITECTS" 

Editor and author "MACHINE ART* 

Business & Executive Experience 
Architectural Director of the Museum of 
Modem Art, New York, from 1930 to 1935* 

Managing Director of Townsend Feme, New 
London, Ohio, 1935* 

Have engaged generally and actively in political 
endeavors against subversive elements in Ohio* 
During last visit to Europe accompanied German 
troops in the invasion of Poland as a free-lance 
writer* 

Now lecturing on Polish experiences before American 
Patriotic bodies and clubs, Beaerre Officer# 1 
Clubs, Military Order of the World War, and so 
forth, and so forth* / ./ 

MR* SIMMONS also stated that there was a personal 
letter in the apertnent shied was received by JOHNSON from a MP. 
RAYMOND ELLIOTT of 269 West Calvert Street, Philadelphia, Pa*, and 
which states that he see new employed as a helper in the Philadel¬ 
phia Navy Yard, but the contents of the letter seem to haply that 
ELLIOTT ia working at something that he knows entirely nothing 
about and is having a hard tine keeping up with the other employees* 

Also, there ie a letter free GEORGS BOMP, of 
420| Main Street, Woodland, California, dated 7/9/40, in which BUMP 
ie inquiring of JOHNSON the possibility of organising a nationalistic 
party end also asked if there ere any present rcumapts of HUEY LONG’S 


MR. SIMMONS described JOHNSON as followsi 

About 3$ to 33 
About 5‘H* 

About 16$ lbs* 

Medina, erect* 

Dark grey, thinning 
Brawn 
Sunburned 
Heavy 
Oood 
Square 


old party* 


Ago 

Height 

Weight 

Build 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 

Eyebrows 

Teeth 

Chin 


6 > 
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Speech English perfect 

German good 
French good 

Characteristics Would bo termed a handsome man. 

ME* SIMMONS stated in conclusion that he had con¬ 
sidered for many years PHILIP JOHNSON as being one of his best friends} 
however, if JOHNSON is connected with subversive activities and ele¬ 
ments such as the contents of his apartment seem to indicate, then 
he is no longer e friend} however, he will retain such friendship 
to obtain any information concerning JOHNSON’S activities and asso¬ 
ciates which might be of benefit to an investigation if conducted 
by this Bureau* 


A review of the indices of the New fork Held 
Office reflects that there is presently on hand quite a bit of in¬ 
formation concerning PHILIP JOHNSON* } , 

New fork File #65*2283 states that PHILIP JOHNSON 
is a Social Justice writer, pro-Nazi and pro-Fascist* 

, New fork File #65-3815, bulk, sets out information 
by MISS MARIE IMITCHELL that PHILIP JOHNSON is an artist connected with 
the Communist group* 

New Tork File #65-3927 sets out information by 
LIEUT. CARSKLLi of the O.N.I. to the effect that PHILIP JOHNSON 
is a Pro-Nazi suspected of being a spy* He is an American who was 
„ in Germany at the time of the Polish invasion, was bom in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and presently receives a good income from stocks left him by 
his father, was a graduate of Harvard University, was reported as 
having doss association with HUE! LONG, GERALD SMITH, FATHER COUGHLIN, 
and also associated with the Museum of Fine Arts In New fork City* 

New fork Pile #62-6772 contains additional in- 
f or motion furnished to Special Agent U* E. Griffin by a Confidential 
Informant I L This matter was taken up with Special Agent 

Griffin at which time T' advised that this information is being sub¬ 
mitted in memorandum form for the Personal and Confidential File In- 


b7D 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Forxa No. X 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BOSTON, MASS. 


FILE NO. 100-867*. EPE. 


REPORT MADE AT 


BOSTON, MASS. 


DATE WHEN MADE 


7-9-41 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

5-9-41 


REPORT MADE BY 


PHILIP CORTELYAN/^J0HNS0N . / V 


P. M. EREBD. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY - G & C 


kZB&ClM- 

Jatf* nc* 


synopsis of facts: v Subject alleged to be leader of Young Fascists 

► I^C j Shf l of this country; was an associate of HUEY LONG 

FATHER COUGHLIN and has traveled in Russia 
LeLjyMyi* mu ajui Germany* Formerly employed by Museum of 
j Modern Art, New York City.. His home is in 

WOMJfi' dOffTAUIED q/ 

..REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DETAILS: jhTF me /Si- RY 11, gQRW. J-4— 



O /n> 

AGENCY - 
REQ. KEC'D— 

-^ ? REP-’T.^y iW *- 


-jlsM. 

~ O -3 * 


The following memorandum was submitted by Special Agent 
A. Pittman, Jr* of the Boston Field Division: 


J8 

* *4 
»<? 

8k 


If 3 


'•While conducting an investigation at the Graduate School 
of Design, Harvard University, the writer was informed by 
Miss Sally Raabe, Secretary to the Dean of the Graduate School 
of Design, that there was an individual in the school who 
might bear investigatiemo She stated that this person*s name 
was PHILIP CORTELYAN JOHNSON, 995 Memorial Drive, Cambridge* 
Mass* She further stated that JOHNSON was reputed to be the 
leader of the young Fascists of this country^ andFwas an as¬ 
sociate of Huey Long and Father Coughlin, and hasi traveled in 
Russia and Germany* He was employed by the MuqjgjJn of Modem 
Art, North Rockefeller Center, New York ffe^sonte time before 
enrolling in Harvard, Miss Raabe stated that <5is organ¬ 
ization was very radical and "red". ~ t: 

"Miss Raabe further stated that v«rheh the f*BIjbeaught some German 
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authority in San Francisco and had him deported 
for un-American activities; that this person stated 
that his best friend was PHILIP CORTELYAN JOHNSON 
and that IOHNSON was one of the younger Fascist 
leaders in this country* However, she stated that 
JOHNSON publicly denied any such connection with this 
man in the Cleveland paper* 

"JOHNSON was born in New London, Ohio, July 8, 1906 
and is the son of HCLlSR H^TOHNSON, 2171 Overvrook 
Road, Cleveland, Ohio*" 


A letter was addressed to Mr* TIMOTHY F. LEAHY, Chief of 
Police, Cambridge, Mass*, requesting that a preliminary investigation 
be conducted on Subject* 

Under date of March 24, 1941 a report was received from 
Sergeant R. L. PATTEN of the Cambridge Police Department, the body 
of which is quoted in part as follows: 

"Subject lives; with SIDNEY SB/IPSON, a teacher at 
Harvard University. He has been employed in the 
Museum of Fine Arts, 11 West 53d St., New York before 
coming back to Harvard College from which he graduated 
with an A.3* in 192?* 

"He gives New London, Ohio as his home but his parents 
live at Cleveland, Ohio* 

"He is now taking a course in the graduate school of 
Designing, Harvard*" 

The Cambridge Police further reoorted that they were unable 
to ascertain whether or not Subject is engaged in unusual activities* 

Subject is described as being 34 years of age, tall, slim 

and blond* 


The investigation was made by Sergeant O'CONNOR of the 
Cambridge Police Department* 


PENDING. 
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NSW YORK FIELD DIVISION : 

AT NEW YORK CITY , will make appropriate investigation to 
determine whether or not Subject is known in Communist circles in 
New York, It is noted in the foregoing that Subject was employed 
by the Museum of Modern Art in Rockefeller Center before he came to 
Harvard College, In view of informant’s statement that this in¬ 
stitution is very radical in its tendencies, it is left to the dis¬ 
cretion of the New York Office as to whether or not the Museum of 
Modern Art will be contacted relative to Subject, 

CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION : 

AT CLEVELAND, OHIO , will make appropriate investigation to 
determine whether or not Subject has been active in Communist circles 
there. It will be noted from the foregoing that Subject is the son 
of HCMER H. JOHNSON, 2177 Overbrook Road, Cleveland, Ohio 0 

BOSTON FIELD DIVISION t 

AT CAMBRIDGE. MASS,, through known discreet sources of in** 
formation at Harvard University, will make investigation for the purpose 
of determining whether or not Subject is now engaged in subversive act*- 
ivities or associated with any un-American groups* 


PENDING. 
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Seep year eyes on Mr. Philip Johnson about to build 
a modern house on the corner of Ash Street A Acathla 
Street* .Cambridge, Mass. Studying under Mr. Cronins 

ur cr 

at the Harvard Architectural School* 

Described in Shermer's Berlin Diary as an American 
racist and a spy. He will bear watching especially 
in his Influences on the younger men in the same classes 
with him. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK, N. J. 



OFFICE OF 

GENERAL COUNSEL 





New Brunswick, N. J. 
July 23, 19 L 1 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 


You will find enclosed Photostatic copies 
of the following documents: 

(1) letter dated August 30 , 

19^0, from Johnson & Johnson to 
Harper & Brothers, Publishers; 

(2) letter dated August 30 , 

194-0, from Johnson & Johnson to 
Mr. Dale Kramer; 


( 3 ) telegram dated August J>0, 
I 94 -O, from Mr. Frederick L. 
Allen to Mr. Robert W. Johnson; 


(4) letter dated September 3> 
194-0, from Mr. Frederick L. Allen 
to Mr. Robert W. Johnson; 




,]/> 


O ' 


( 5 ) excerpt from September 16 , 



y 19^-0, issue DRUG TOPICS, entitled 


"Error and Retraction"; 


V 


(6) letter dated September 27 , 
1940, from Mr. J. G. McCarthy to 
Mr. Norman Cousins; 


P 


v 




htV 





(7) letter dated October 1, 194o, 
from Mr. Norman Cousins to Mii 


J. G. 


REOQEBfiD 



letter^ dated October 2, 1? 


from Mr. J. G. McCarthy to Mrj 
Norman Cousins; and 



fjjjpAL BLB- - ‘ PWtSUWT 

2 JUL L5 Ml 

u.s. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 


July 23, 194-1 
Page two 


( 9 ) excerpt fyom "Berlins 1 Diary," 
by Willian^^ierer.' 

It is our thought that this information may 
be of some interest to you. It seems^apparent that 
the gentleman in question, one-Philip^«Johnson, has 
certain extreme views, which may be harmless, but in 
which you may be interested in view of the present 
national and international situation. 

For our own part, we, of course, wish to put to 
an end any purported connection between this man and 
Johnson & Johnson. As the enclosed documents will re¬ 
veal, this purported connection has already proved very 
embarrassing to us. It is especially embarrassing be¬ 
cause of the reputable character of the publications 
which have published this false association as a fact. 
From this we can only conclude that this man is in the 
habit of indicating that he has some connection with 
Johnson & Johnson or with the Johnson family associated 
with Johnson & Johnson. -This is entirely false. 

We would greatly appreciate any assistance 
which you might find it possible to give us in this re¬ 
gard. 


Ro b e r t|TMo r t i me r' 
Enclosures 9 


Very truly yours, 
JOHNSON & JOHNSOI 



/xt'' 
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September 10, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


RE: PHILLIP JQHN6CN 
INTERNAL. SECURITY 



■y 

V 


\> \ p. 


Dear Sir: 


j The attention of the Bureau is directed to Page 213 of 

^Berlin Diaiy" ty WILLIAM LXSHIRER. In relating under date of 
September 18, 1939 the trip [from Berlin to the Polish Corridor as 
correspondent for the Columbia Broadcasting System, he states that 
he stopped for the night at Zoppot near Danzig. The pertinent 
paragraph follows: 


// "DrUfgpehmer, Press Chief of the Propaganda Ministry in charge 
Y of tbfs trip, insisted that I share a double room in the hotel 
here with Phillip Johnson, an American Fascist, who says he 
represents Father Coughljnis_ Social Justice. None of us can 
stand the fellow and suspect he is spying on us for the Nazis. 
For the last hour in our room here he has been posing as anti- 
Nazi and trying to pump me for my attitude. I have given him 
no more than a few bored grunts.” / J 

It is believed that the later activities of PHILLIP JOHNSON 
may be of some interest to the Bureau. 


Very truly yours, 


#NCl> ^ 


501#° 


d. i. 

x m ■ i \ \ 


EiiCCiCi 


E. E. CONROY r 
Special Agent/i 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

7 .SEP 12 194 \ 

U.S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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FIL£NO. 100-867. EPL. 

\ REPORT MADE BY 

J E. R. RIDDLE. 
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[ \ % LbU-IARACTER OF CASE 

[ INTERNAL SECURITY - G & C. 


CC TO:. 


ANS. 

BY:-£j 


FEB 20 1961 


synopsis of facts: Sources of information at Harvard Un- 

LLsiSii——jr- 1 iversity contacted with negative recite* 

CC TO: — — - Information received from Hr. M. PARfELMOHE, 

REQ. REC'DJ2_r9~Jti- Cambridge, Hass,, and by way of an^pnonymous 

FEB 20 1961 letter written to the Bureau from Cambridge, Mass* 

A tMS. that Subject was described in SHIHERS BERLIN DIARY 

RV P IL> M aS 4 Qerman S Py« AGENC Y j^SlB 

BY- -1 REQ. REC'D ± 1 £J_ 

- P. - REP! I FORW. / D - i 


REP-'I FORW,. 

■v >*■' 




REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent P. M. Breed, Boston, Bass,, 

dated July 9, 19l|l* 

Bureau letter dated August li, 19hl, Bureau File 
DETAILS: AT CAMBRIDGE, MASS: ^ | ^ 

JEROME B. GREEN, Secretary to the Regents, Harvar^g^^verity, 
advised that he had no information pertaining to Subject, 

£ ! w 

SAM CROSS, Professor and contact^ of the Boston Field #fffie, 
at Harvard University, advised that he does/not know and has no im»n^ 
ation pertaining to Subject, / * 

On June 30, 19l|l Mr. M. TMGILMORE, 1717 Cambridge Street, 
Cambridge, Mass,, telephonically communicated with the Boston Field Office 
and advised that a PHILIP ^JOHNSON, who was residing at 99$ Memorial Drive, 
Cambridge, Mass., was a'person who should be investigated inasmuch as he 
was known in Germany and in Europe as a representative of Father Coughlin ; 
also, that he was connected with the German Propaganda Ministry under 
Goebbels whlj^jn-^?r»ajnyj that he had been mentioned in WILLIAM L. SHIRER'S 
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new book, on Page 213, where it is set out that JOHNSON 
was a spy of SHIRER'S for the German Government* Mr* GILMORE 
also stated that JOHNSON was recently mentioned in one of 
DOROTHY THOMPSON'S columns, so that he evidently was known by 
her* 

Mr* GILMORE advised further that he had learned that JOHNSON 
was planning to make his permanent residence in Cambridge, Mass* 
even to the extent of building a home* 

Mr* GILMORE advised that he is a History Instructor at Harvard 
and that he is acquainted with Special Agent HOLBERT of the 
Charlotte Field Office# 

A letter was received from the Bureau, dated August 1*, I 9 I 4 I, 
stating that an anonymous communication had been received at the 
Bureau in an envelope postmarked July 15, 19Ul, at Cambridge, 
Mass* This letter reads as follows; 

"KEEP YOUR EYES OK MR. PHILIP JOHNSON ABOUT 
TO BUILD A MODERN HOUSE ON THE CORNER OF 
ASH STREET & ACATHIA STREET, CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

STUDYING UNDER MR. GROPINS AT THE HARVARD 
ARCHITECTURAL SCHOOL 

"DESCRIBED IN SHERMER'S BERLIN DIARY AS AN 
AMERICAN FAClST AND A SPY. HE KILL BEAR WATCHING 
ESPECIALLY IN ttlS INFLUENCES ON THE YOUNGER MEN 
IN THE SAME CLASSES WITH HIM." 


PENDING. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS, 

BOSTON FIELD DIVISION : 

AT BOSTON, MASS., will secure a copy of WILLIAM L. SHIRER'S BERLIN 
f)IARY and note on Page 213 the information supposed to be con¬ 
tained therein pertaining to Subject, 

AT CAMBRIDGE, MASS ., will contact Mr. M, P. GILMORE, History 
Professor, Harvard University, at Harvard or at his residende - 
1717 Cambridge Street, and secure from him additional information 
pertaining to Subject's purported connection with the Nazi Government, 

Will contact JEROME. Ift, GREEN, Massachusetts Hall, Harvard University 
for his opinion of SIDNEY SIMPSON, a teacher at Harvard University 
who was residing with Subject on March 2lt, lpl*l, and to secure as 
much information as possible concerning SIMPSON , 


PENDING. 
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1 MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MBbCjC^ 


Mr? Holloman 




Reference Is made to the memorandum dated November 1, 1941, 
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Referral/Direct 



Respectfully, 


K H* CuaajAghame 

RECORDS JJULZ. 

y FEDERAL BUREAU OFlNVESTIQATl 


8 JAN 111132 * 
U.S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 
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Reference ia sad® to the telephonic conversation had on 
lovesber 14* 1941* between Mr. K. H. Cnnainghe* of ths Bureau end 
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Tory truly yoaroj 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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DETAIIS: 


On September 25, 1941, MISS IONE UUfilCH, Assis- ; 

tant Executive Director of the Metropolitan Museum of Modern Art, j 
was interviewed, and she stated that she had known subject for about I 
nine years; that he was very progressive in the field of archi- ; 

tecture and had established the architectural section of the museum, 1 
which has been a very successful venture. She stated that the sub- / 
ject had been associated with the museum from about 1930, and at n 

this time ALAluBLAGKBURN was the Publicity Director. She stated fi 

that BLACKBtJMrVnd PHILIP JOHNSON had had a very Ultimate friend— ml 
ship and that JOISISQN had a reputation for being a sexual pervert if ■ 
and that BLACKBURN was his victim* | 


MISS ULLRICH said that J0BI80N and BLACKBURN were j 
interested in an organisation known as thdprey Shirts, and that 
jointly they sent out postal cards and hadnmeetings in connection 
with that organisation? in 1934 both JOHNSON and BLACKBURN left the 
museum and joined the HUE! LONG Movement. She stated that they 
had worked for a period of time with this organisation and then had re¬ 
joined the Townsend Movement in Ohio. She said that it was her un- • 
derstanding that JOHNSON had sponsored or participated in radio j 
broadcasts from a Cleveland station. j 

' MISS ULLRICH said that BLACKBURN and JOHNSON had 


apparently severed their relationship in about 1938 or 1939, at 
which time BLACKBURN was married. She indicated that BLACKBURN 
was presently residing someplace in New York City. 

MISS ULLRICH further stated that subject had taken 
numerous trips to Germany prior to 1939 and one trip subsequent 
to the hostilities in Europe. She stated that some time in 1939, 
just prior to the time JOHNSON left for Europe, inquiry was made of 
her by a Government agency concerning JOHNSON’S application for 
passport. In response to this inquiry she stated that she had known 
JOHNSON through his connection with the museum. 


MISS ULLRICH further indicated that subject had a | 
sister named THECDATE who had been married to a Belgian by the name j 
of BLAMPAH. She said she had understood that THBODATE was unable to | 
get along with her husband while residing in Belgium; that she i 
had not been accepted ty his family and had subsequently divorced J 
him. She is presently living in New York City. \ 
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From the membership records of the museum it was 
revealed that subject's father is HOMER H. JOHNSON, 1669 Onion • 

Tours Building, Cleveland, Ohio. 

MISS ULLRICH stated that in her opinion PHILIP JOHN¬ 
SON was not the vicious type of individual who is a danger to the 
community, but that he is a fanatic for social reform. In conver¬ 
sations with the subject he has expressed himself as being dis¬ 
satisfied with the present setup of the United States. 

/■/ 

MR. ALAN BLACKBURN was interviewed en October 2, fj 
1941, at his residence, 225 East 57th Street. MR. BLACKBURN 
is presently the Welfare Director of the New York Association 
for the Blind, located at 113, East 59th Street. MR. BLACKBURN 
stated that he had known subject since 1925 when they had attended 
Harvard University. He stated that he and PHILIP JOHNSON had roomed Jj 
together at various times; that he became Publicity Director of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Modern Art in about 1930 and that between 
the period from 1930 to 1934 JOHNSON and himself were interested 
in discussing and studying current political activities and current 
events. In furtherance of this dtesire to interest themselves in 
current events, they formed a loose organisation which was called 
the Grey Shirts. Altogether this organisation had seven meetings, 
and it was disbanded for lack of interest. The purpose and motive 
in having such meetings were to discuss social reforms and political 1 
events. 

MR. BLACKBURN stated that in 1934 he and JOHNSON 
together approached a MR. CHR2STENBERRY, HUE! LONG'S secretary, 
and inquired what they could do to further the program of HUEY 
LONG inasmuch as they were interested in his organisation. He 
stated that he and JOHNSON were able to meet LONG on several dif¬ 
ferent occasions but never really became a part of his organisation. 

He stated that the main extent of their activity with HUEY LONG 
was to do seme research for him in connection with seme of his 
speeches. During this time, MR. BLACKBURN explained, his source 
of income was PHILIP JOHNSON; PHILIP JOHNSON had a substantial in¬ 
come of his own while he had no other means of support except 
what he received from JOHNSON. Their support of HUEY ItiNG was cut / 
short by LCRG's death, and they then moved to New London, Ohio. 

They had no particular interest at first but became interested in 
the local political setup, and JOHNSON was able to become a Demo¬ 
cratic candidate for the State Legislature. He stated that before 
the final election, however, JOHNSON withdrew his candidacy. 

While in Ohio they had attended several Townsend meetings and then 
had offered their services to leaders of the Townsend Movement in 
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Ohio. To further this movement, both of them travelled in the vici¬ 
nity of Ohio, giving speeches. During this period they also spon¬ 
sored a program called Youth and the Nation over a radio station in ; 
Toledo, Ohio. This program consisted of a series of talks about 

social conditions and political activities. Both JOHNSON and him¬ 
self felt that this program had gained some following and felt that 
they would sponsor a similar program in Detroit. They then went to 
Detroit and attempted to sponsor a s imi lar type of program, but 
upon requesting their listeners to attend a meeting they discovered 
that they had very little following. At about this time, in the 
latter part of 1936, they became interested in Father Coughlin's 
Movement and talked with Father Coughlin personally. Thereupon 
they became active, and PHILIP JOHNSON wrote several articles for 
the publication Social Justice. 

BLACKBURN stated that he was married in 1937 and that 
his marriage more or less ended the friendship with JOHNSON. He 
said that during the past three and one-half years he has seen JOlflf- 
SON occasionally on the street but has not had any real discussions 
with him or has not learned of any of his activities. Xe said that 
he did know that JOHNSON visited C-ermamy at the time of the outbreak 
of hostilities in Europe. BLACKBUBS indicated that he knew that 
JOHNSON was attending Harvard University at the present time. 

In BLACKBURN’S opinion JOHNSON is a patriotic in¬ 
dividual but has not yet found the activity or political concept 
that he can follow. He said that JOHNSON has never had to worry 
about financial matters and has never had what could be termed a 
gainful occupation. He said that JOHNSON is primarily a theorist 
and his experiences with HUEY LONG and the Townsend Movement were 
merely an effort to put some of his theories into practice. 

On page 213 of the book entitled BERLIN DIARY,iritten 
by WILLIAM L. SHIRER, published by the Alfred K. Ihopf Publishers, 
1941 , is the following statement: 


" Zappot, near Dansig 
September 18 (1939) 


Dr. Boehmer, press chief of the Propaganda 
Ministry in charge of this trip, insisted 
that I share a double room in the hotel here 
with P hili p Johnson, an American Fascist who 
says he represents Father Coughlin’s ’Social 
Justice.* None of ha can stand the fellow 
and suspect he is spying on us for the Nasis. 
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For the last hour in our room here he has 
been posing as an anti-Nazi and trying to 
pump me for my attitude. I have given 
him no more than a few grunts. * 

On October 16, 1941, US. WILLIAM SHIRER was inter¬ 
viewed at 485 Madison Avenue, New York City. He stated that he 
did not know much more about JOHNSON than appeared in his book. 

He said that he had subsequently seen an article in some magazine 
that JOHNSON was furnishing funds for a Fascist organization and 
was associated with Lawrence Dennis. MR. SHIHBR said that the thing 
that struck him in Germany was that the correspondents selected 
to go to the front with the Germans were a somewhat select few 
representing important publications in the United States. Yet 
JOHNSON, representing Father Coughlin’s Social Justice Magazine, was 
selected to go. He stated that JOHNSON was feted by the German 
authorities in charge of the press correspondents and they were 
quite solicitous about his welfare. He said that they treated 
JOHNSON in much the same way that they treated an individual named 
LATHR0P STODDARD, who was author of a pro-German book called 
"The Rising Tide of Culture." He said that the visit to the Polish 
front on the occasion mentioned in his book was only for a few 
days, and he did not see JOHNSON in Germany after that time. 

He said it was his understanding that JOHNSON had arrived in Ger¬ 
many after taking an automobile trip through the Balkan States. 

The following memorandum was written on June 25, 1940, 
by Special Agent G. F. Bickley: 

On June 11, 1940, while Agent was interviewing 
LIEUT. T. CARSELLO of ONI, New York City, on other matters, 
he advised that one PHILIP JOHNSON, who resides somewhere in 
the vicinity of tin TURTLE BAY district, around 49th St. and 
2 nd Avenue, New York City, is pro-Nazi in his sympathies 
and is suspected of being a spy. According to the infor¬ 
mant of the ONI, this individual is an American boy, a 
smooth talker, persuasive, and allegedly a pervert. JOHN¬ 
SON was reported to have been in Berlin, Germany, and 
Amsterdam, Holland, about the time of the Polish invasion 
by Germany. Not much information could be furnished of 
his background other than that it was believed he was bohn 
in Cleveland, Ohio, and has a comfortable income from stocks 
given him by his father following his graduation from Harvard. 

According to their informant, JOHNSON was at one 
time associated with HUEY LONG as more or less an instructor 
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of speech. He is also alleged to have been associated with 
REV. GERAID SMITH and FATHER COUGHLIN, and also with the 
MUSEUM OF MODERN ART. His present whereabouts is unknown, 
and it is possible he is in Berlin at the present time. 

A check of the files of .the New York division 
fails to reflect any further information of value on P HIL IP 
JOHNSON. This name is now being indexed in the New York Of¬ 
fice and, in view of the non-specific nature ©f this com¬ 
plaint, no further investigation is being conducted by the 
New York Office* 

The following is the substance of a letter directed 
to the Bureau on August 17, 1940: 

Dear Sir: 


Confidential Informant|advises that 
PHILIP JOHNSON is the son of a wealthy Cleveland lawyer and 
has been very active in American politics for many years. 

He has been closely identified with the political activities 
of the late HUEY P. LONG and the REV. CHARLES E. COUGHLIN 
and is an avowed Nasi and has travelled extensively in the 
Third Reich. He is well known and trusted in German of¬ 
ficial circles and practically every summer he has gone to 
Germany to visit. He was a guest of the German Army staff 
during the war in Poland and has inspected the SEIGFRIED 
LINE. 


JOHNSON has written as a correspondent for the 
magazine, "SOCIAL JUSTICE" while in Europe and has directed 
political campaigns for Representative Martin Sweeney of 
Ohio, in whose district JOHNSON maintains a large estate. 

He is a consistent apologist and propagandist for Hitler. He 
writes for various magazines and lectures considerably. One 
of the magazines he is presently writing for is the magazine 
entitled, "TODAY 1 S CHALLENGE," the official magazine of the 
AMERICAN FELLOWSHIP FORUM. JOHNSON has delivered tirades 
against the British at meetings of this pro-Nazi AMERICAN 
FELLOWSHIP FORUM. He has lectured without fee for the W.P.A. 
but was released because of his anti-Semitic-pro-Nazi 
discourses. 

Several months ago JOHNSON planned to goto Ger¬ 
many as a war correspondent for the magazine "FORUM" but 
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nothing came of these plans. Sis home has been the weekly 
meeting place of active Nasi propagandists who discuss the 
course being taken by Germany in the war. During the sum¬ 
mer months these meetings are not being held bu t seve r al of 
the previous meetingq&ere attended by informant | [ JOHN¬ 

SON has contributed financially to the upkeep of JOSEPH E. 
McWilliams of the Christian mobilizers. He has very good social 
connections with persons of wealth and pos ition and spreads 
his Nazi doctrines to these people. (describes him as 

about 40 years old; 5* 6" tall; weighing 150 lbsj Hair, 
grayish and trim; Complexion, fair. His alleged occupation 
is that of a broker and his financial status - wealthy and 
independent. He is a University graduate. 

The following is a memorandum dated July 31, 1941, 
by Special Agent E. P. Enrich j 

Mr. JOHN WATSON COX of the New Tork Trust Company, 

New York City, who was, prior to the occupation of Prance by 
German troops, associated with the United States consulate 
at Bordeaux, Prance, advised that while in Bordeaux a Miss 
THEGDATE JOHNSON was a voluntary employee at the Consulate 
Office. He stated that her husband was known to be the owner 
of i a hotel in Belgium, his name being BLAMPAH. 

While in conversation with this girl, he learned 
that she had a brother named PHILIP JOHNSON who was apparently 
actively associated with the Fascists in this country, and who 
was known to be a friend of one LAWRENCE DENNIS. According 
to Mr. Cox, THEOMTbJjDHNSON is now in the Ubited States, 
and recently while baking lunch with her, he learned that her 
brother, Philip Johnson, had a recent sudden thirst for archi¬ 
tecture and accordingly has gone to Harvard University for a 
course in this subject. He mentioned that Miss Johnson mates 
her residence at 751 Third Avenue, New York City, and her 
tdephone number was given to him as EL 5-5078. 

He went on to state that according to his informa¬ 
tion Johnson speaks German very fluently and is known to have 
been in Germany at the tame war was declared on Poland. Li 
addition, according to his information, Philip Johnson main¬ 
tains a very large radical library and is known to be a fanatic 
on the subjects of Nazism and Fascism. He mentioned that 
JOHNSON has always been suspected of engaging in German propa¬ 
ganda and is known to be very anti- Semitic in his feelings. 

- 7 - 
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The above is being reported as a memorandum for the in¬ 
formation of the file, which has previously been opened con¬ 
cerning this individual* 

New York file 65-3815, serial 1, sets out informa¬ 
tion by MISS MARY MITCHELL that PHILIP JOHNSON is an artist con¬ 
nected with a Communist group in the W.P.A. It is not believed 
that the PHILIP JOHNSON referred to in this serial is identical 
with the subject of this investigation because the investigation 
has revealed no association of subject with any relief agency* 


- REFEREED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 


•* 8 — 






ADDRESS OFFICIAL* COMMUNICATIONS TO 
. TJ-IE^ECRETARY OF STATE * 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


WASHINGTON 


In reply refer to 
PC 800.20211 Johnson, Phillip 


DEC 6 1941 


f Mr. ..... 

| Mr. ft. A. - 

! Mr. Cl'jsri? ■ -- 

I ?Tr. r.>:'‘vra. 


i’ hr. — 
f CrV 'T-r 


1 Wr. 

[ 61 r.KiV.iHf;. 


: Mies 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 

In your letter of September 23, 1941, addressed to 
Assistant Secretary Berle, you asked whether the Depart¬ 
ment could supply any data which would be helpful in 
identifying one IPh illip ^ohnson, described by William L. 
x Shirer as an American Fascist. It has not .beenjgossible 
to identify the Phillip Johnson mentioned by Mr. Shirer, 
in as much as the name is such a common one. F<5ap that 
reason, it is suggested that the Bureau may wish to ask 

A 

Mr. Shirer, who is presently working for the Columbia / 
Broadcasting Company in New York, to supply further details. 

The Department has a passport file for a Philip Johnson 
whose passport, issued in 1937, was renewed on June 2, 1939, 
as he intended to leave New York on the S.S, Columbus for 
travel in Germany and elsewhere in Europe. Mr. Johnson’s 
temporary address at that time was 194 East .-End Avenue, 


East-End Avem 


<! ■' 

The Honorable 

federal bureau of investigation 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 

10 DEC 9 1941 

Federal Bureau of Investi^aglgr^^u^,! 0 F JUSTICE 


New York 










* 


• * 

* 
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New York, New York. Prom statements made in his passport 
file, it appears that he was born in Cleveland, Ohio, on 
July 8, 1906, and in 1937 considered 135 North Main Street, 
New London, Ohio, his permanent residence. He was at one 
time connected with the Museum of Modern Art in New York 
City. It is possible that Mr. Shirer may identify this 
Philip Johnson as the Fascist with whom he shared a room 
in Zoppot. 

Sincerely yours. 



% 
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January 29, 1942 


IS&hAaI A&mt la Charts 
- Bdtloa, Maa»S«!9MMtta 


fisar Sin 



m mu? cgrtmui joshsqh 


Tter* are InawiUtd .►sermrith for jmr lafemaUon oepiee of 
a Ultir dated Dilute tr 4, 1941, iUmud Untjr U» Itllai Chief, 
Dlvltiw of forelfa Aatlelt;y Correlation of the Departaeat of Slat#, 
oonoeralnf an individual she is possibly identical villi the captioned 
subjeet. II it noted teal tee latter It the nIJmI of a pending invest! 
«iUm of which ths Boston offloo It wt(U. 

ftr /©or tafernatlee, a ratio* of th* Barem filot raflaelt 
teat oa way 23, 1940. Mr. flick Saylor, m atloraty ia Dm Anti-Trust 
Division, brought am i ~~| to ths Berease, ia order to echo available 
iafomation * #kllia ,Tah»«a». who It Wllm4 to bo possibly 

Idtatieol site tea subject. I | stated that Johnson ratidad at 

751 Third AvtMta war, Ho* font City, aad aaa allegedly engaged is 
earlaia Iasi activities la Kaa fork City. Ho oat nl< to ho lha son of 
a pvM&ta&l ollloaa aha formerly lived at Clara load. Ohio, wb» *m at 
one tim President of tea *hite Peeing «aehine Cemaay. 


Mr. E. A, Tfimm 


Mr. Clegg 


Mr. Tracy 


Mr, Carson 


Mr. Coffey 


Mr. Ho Hainan 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Tia informal said that Muas sac ten living «* m iaaoa* 
teleh had bora loft to hi*. Re reportedly had had various batata friends 
tee had evidenced strong iatereet la the Rati for* of sotarwwwt. 

—Jehoeon was declared at having bee* la Oervany. It was also stated that 
—-he lo a graduate af tea 193d elaaa of Harvard Univwreity, sad teal he 
—epeake excellent asr—. The eadeeo«re* stated teal thle Johnson was 

—.highly cveitable, Ml of a nervem tsnris meant. fit alaa said that at 

’it .tea dueeun af Modem Art, 53rd Street, 

_JfewjTote cWp'te8^m c «P'hie closest frtoadt eat a Mr. Plaofcham, who 

_fas; at oar*tlh4 kuSm&r of pe afa re a ea tional adeem. 

JUMNaPte UftlMtd, had haeoae interneted In Modern arott* 
aad at one tim arrmged aad aae responsible for the International 
a, teal first that eas hold is this osostry. Mo is 
a Dr. thirohy, Rate i smua . d3rd Street, lav 
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Tork City. Bi tet aftaa la kit aaovaraatieaa i1m« 1932, « wn—4 I 

kit iahartat it tht taint ihnralwtloo ant ktt atatad that tfciaga will b7D 

kt dlffaraat *whaa tht wvoltttloa touts.* A olata frltwd of hit it 
Xtwrtoaa Ptoala, «kt it aHaftd to bo aa (MtllMl f itfcir tod pkUtlit. 

At MfiaitaUM, iomHIic to l l «m farood la 199* ky Johataa, 

teatwa tt tha Gray Thlrt*, ht kaliavwt. 

kttt Morrill, who It tot an axacratlva with tht Laditt ftoat 
Journal, HO BtiULiat, Radio City, tat fotoarly t tttrtltry to Johnson, 
who it it alltftt ktt an tattoo at appraxtantaly 15,050.09 t tooth. Skt 
it la t jMflUok to obtain additional awott of poracma who hoot koto 
otaotltAtd with Jefcaaao. Aaoardlsf tof t Rlaakborn tod John ton worked 

with Bat? loos it Rathiogtao, t. C. Thty *i*o lived here ot that that. 

100-32734-x 

Tht Bwrtttt filtt further refloat that at lawdb t r 23, 1935. 

Philip Johnson, 135 Sorth Ktia Street, Sow Leaden, Ohio, poatlkly Idtelltal 
with tht tahjoet, a dd rt at a d a Blowat oat lot to tht ftorooa, allagtaf that 
tht rtetlvwr of tht Third Satteoal Book, of low Leaden, Ohio, had attaaotad 
to eatrwt faia, by aUtflnf that tht Xhrpartonnt of Jostle* had a dossier 
to hio. At tht tloa tht wmh rtttiwtd at eeaplalat aaaatxftlad toy 
lrrogwlarity at tht hash, tod It tot tthttfatally at ot rt aiatd that Mr. 

Aaeto f. Star, rtttlwtr at tht ahovwaaoiiaoad book, had koto aoataatad ky 
tht writer of tht letter of fltvoaber 23, 19)5. fhe rtttlwtr told that 
Jthotoo'w father waa a ftrotr rttldaat tf law laodta, Chit, tad a lent 
•teehheldtr la tht third Satteoal Both, wkith tot thta la tht prtotts of 
Uqwidatlon. 3a fartkor t lat a d that Jetecea, Stoitr had ott liwtd to 
Saw Uatm for a tntrktr of yoant, tad wat at tht tint ( rottokar , 1935) 

HNililai law at Clawalaod, Chit, where ha raaldad. Mr. Star otattd that 
PhiUp Johaton wat a yaoot oao la hit Marly thiviitt, haviac only rtotatly 
taken wo rwaidtaot io Sew laodta, aad that ht had *takao it open hiatelf 
to endeavor it daotaata tht pelieiee tf thit town withowt tht toottot or 
approval tf anyone, othtr than hlatolf, waft la taoh a aanoar that It haa 
baton* vary distasteful to tht hotiwttwata tf thit vitlaity.* 62 -^s979 

Tht Burwa filtt rtflttt a aaotwoltatita fro* tht ht To ok 
fit Id Division, dattd Aogott 17, 19*0, ttatiag that a ttofidtatlal infora- 
aat of that offitt advlttd that Lawrenee Leaais haft Itog ktMi Idtatlfitd 
with tht hayi-faaoitt taxata, tad that ht had keen eleeely attatiatad with 
*«oth proaiaeat fiatii htr* aad abroad" at Philip lahotao , Joseph 2. 
de^illiaaw, FndirUk 1. Aahtjta, aad tthwra thttt atatt aro att ptrtlaont 
to thit lattar. 1 

Tht fwraoa filtt rtflttt a atw artadwa tf Mpat 27, 19*0, tattiac 
forth that Philip Jthatoa was tht alaaatt atttolatt of f s wwsno s Staait, 
who hat kata txttatlvtly Uv««tl<atod ky tht Burtata ia a R#«l«tv*aioa 










A#t oau. Jdmm* U *UU4 to ham W« * visitor U doraa*? m*»ti*aUjr 
•wry imm 7 atom th* Hm of Eltl*r, and m said to W a rafctt Fitlcr- 
II*. fill iMmm mm flvn aa Til Third * mw t Vmr T*fk Oily. II 
vlU hi a*t*d that tbit addrata !• awpa rawtlr id utlaal with that of tim 
mhjwei of th* lafomatloa feralshod ty [ \ 97-218-7 

II 1* th* Bur***** d**ir* that jwa dotandaa wh*lh*r lh» 
tuh^wol it prasaatly •&f*c*d U *ay u-Aaarloaa utlvitU*. T«m timid 
tadtawwr to Mfiirtili vhtlhtr th* mfcjiot it id**li«ti with th* p*rs<ma 
«f th* mm mm which am anUiMd 1 & this l*tt*r, inrtamtii a* it 
•SP**** that Philip /ohaton hat la th* put hut tat** a* * rahid Rtiia*- 
U*» tad at uaooiat* of pa»eft* who** iatarosta ham taaa maatioaad. 

i«7 traljr year*. 


John Hftr Hoomr 
iHroctor 


%olo*vr* 
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s: Subject was Chairman sf Radi* Committee of the Harvard 
Civilian Defense Unit until sdMttCdandirected at the head 
of this Unit because of Subject holding sueh a responsible 
position* He afterwards agreed to withdraw from his post 
as Chairman bat requested that he continue to be a member of 

l _this Unit, Reported to have been associated with HUEY LONG 

r? . and to have had admiration for the Nazi regime. In some 
y‘/ quarters believed that he has reformed and is attempting to 

_.convince people of his sincerity while others feel that his 

present position is covering up his real feeling^, Presently 
studying at Architectural School of Harvard University and 
residing at Hotel Continental, Cambridge, Mass.Author of 
"Berlin Diary" mentions that Subject was assigned a room with 
«L__Jiim in course of German Blitzkreig into Poland, and that 
kSjCjOHNSON had tried to sound him out by expressing anti Nazi 
-CLattitade, but obtained no satisfaction from Mr, SHIRER. - 


DETAIIS: 


Zissds 


A00. DisstujSg* « 

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent E. R. Riddle, Boston, Mass,, 

dated October 2, 19hl* »? 

The title of this case is changed to show the alias of * o* 
BETAIIS* Phillip Johnson for Subjeet. / 

On October 20, 19iiL Mr, GEORGE tyjffiEELL of the Harvard Un- ~ -. 
iversity Museum, advised Special Agent in Charfl v\ W, Peterson that Sub~ 
ject was very pro Nazi and that the author of "Berlin Diary*- had mentioned 
rooming at one time with an American who was extremely pro Nazi. Mr, EDGELL 
further stated that the Bm^auption of ttiis American fitted the description 
of Subject in this ease. d&tyKc / MRV^ffijmLL had brought this matter to the 
^OPTES D£grr-s / , •/ 
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attention of the author of this book and the latter stated that 
Subject was the individual mentioned* 


Report of Special Agent John K, Anthony, Jr,, Boston, Hass,, dated 
November 19, 19lil> in the case entitled RUDOLPH MANGOLD, Internal 
Security — G*, relates that on January 26, 19U0, in Springfield, Mass,, 
at a Turn Verein meeting PHILIP JOHNSON was listed as a speaker. He 
was described as an author and lecturer who had just returnee from a 
two months trip on the continent and who was writing for a magazine. 

This report further stated that much of Subjects time was spent in 
criticising newspapers, and he had said that there was no truth in 
the report of a German uprising against Hitler, as Germans/are not 
going to faJJ/a second time for the “English line**, 

Mr* M. JJiMORE, Tutor of Harvard University, upon interview, stated 
that since he had originally contacted the Boston Field Office, 

PHILIP JOHNSON had become a member of the Harvard Unit of the Civilian 
Defense Organization, He had been head of the Radio Committee in con¬ 
nection with the program of this organization. As such he was ex-officio and 
member of the Steering Committee, the policy making group of the organ¬ 
ization,, Subsequently he had been dropped from his position as 
Chairman but it is Mr, GILMORE*S recollection that he is still en¬ 
gaged in Civilian Defense Work, 


According to Mr, GILMORE, the head of the Civilian Defense Unit at 
Harvard, was Professor RALPH BARTON PERRY, and among the other 
members of the Steering Committee were MISS ADA COMSTOCK, the Presi¬ 
dent of Radcliffe College, and Mr* PHILIP HOFER, Curator of rare books 

in Widener Library, Harvard University, 

' ■ 



MR, GILMORE further stated that there is a division of opinion among 
individuals,at Harvard as to PHILIP JOHNSON, some believing that he has 
reformed in his attitude toward democracy, and Naziism, while others feel 
that his present inactivity is no guide to his inner feelings on these 
matters, Mr, GILMORE*S opinion was that JOHNSON is not a seriously 
dangerous individual as regards the welfare of our country. He believed 
that Subject is still a student at Harvard School of Architecture and is 
presently residing at either the Commander or the Continental Hotel in 
Cambridge, Mass, / 

PROFESSOR RALPH BARTORgERRY, head of the Harvard Philosophy Department 
stated that PHILIP JOHNSON is a graduate of Harvard University, cum 
laude in Philospphy, and had been one of his finer pupils* Shortly 
after the Civilian Defense Unit at Harvard had been organized JOHNSON 
approached PERRY and requested the opportunity to do some work for 
this organization, preferring some inconspicuous roll, and preferring 
to do some .detail work, PROFESSOR PERRY felt that JOHNSON was sin¬ 
cere and had given up the ideas previously held,by him, apd was trying 
to rehabilitate himself and to work the hard wsft to correct peoples* 
impressions of him, ? 



V 
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JOHNSON was given the post of Chairman of the Radio Committee 
until various people, realizing JOHNSON'S background had brought it 
to PROFESSOR PERRY'S attention and felt that such a procedure was 
subject to critids*. Consequently PROFESSOR PERRY spoke to JOHNSON 
aid suggested that because of the criticism going around that it 
would better if Subject were to drop his position as Chairman* JOHNSON 
raised no objection but requested that he be allowed to continue doing 
some work for the organization* 

PROFESSOR PERRY'S opinion was that JOHNSON was a flighty individual 
with a feeling foreirenture, and that this had been the basis for his 
actions in the past* He felt that JOHNSON regretted,his past, had 
divorced the notions regarding Naziismj that he formerly held, and 
does now see the advantage of democracy* He strongly felt that JOHNSON 
was no Bundist nor did he belong to any other totalitarian group but 
was independerrt/in his ideas and in his actions* 

MR. PHILIpjfHOFER stated that he was Secretary of the Civilian Defense 
Unit* at Harvard; had come from same town as PHILIP JOHNSON, attended 
college with him and had also been associated with hi* when both were 
connected with the Metropolitan Museu* in New York City, Ihile at the 
Museum JOHNSON had, on many occasions, expressed his admiration for 
various Fascist movement* and suddenly, one day, announced that he was 
going te Louisian* to work for HUEY LONG, Mr, HOFER remarked that Mr, 
JEKEjrARBOTT, Director of the Fine Arts Museum at Smith College, North** 
ampton. Mass,, had had much more intimate contact with Subject when 
both were at the Metropolitan Museum* 

Mr, HOFER declared that when Mr, ABBOTT learned of Subject's con¬ 
nection with the Harvard Defense Unit and was reported to have reformed, 
he declared that JOHNSON was entirely Fascist minded and no matter 
whether Subject swore on a stack of bibles that he had changed his 
opinions, he, MR. ABBOTT, would never believed it, Mr* HOFER ad¬ 
mitted that he had no evidence that PHILIP JOHNSON was connected with the 
German American Bund or was associated directly with any high ranking 
Germans or with any German organizations* 

As Agent was interviewing Mr, HOFER the latter received a visit from 
Mr* JAMB^IORIMER, a Director of the Rockefeller Museum in New York City 
who declare?*that hfe was in Boston on a visit and having previously 
learned of PHILIP JOHNSON'S connection with the Harvard Civilian Defense 
Unit, had made it a point to inform Mr* HOFER of JOHNSON'S background so 
as to have Subject removed from such a position, MR, HOFER declared that 
it had been at his instigation that JOHNSON had been removed from his 
position as Chairman of the Radio Committee* 










Mr.*. RORIMER stated that his family and JOHNSON had been quite in¬ 
timate over the course of years, and that besides JOHNSON there was 
a sister, THEODATI POPEyl JOgNSON, now living in New York City, who 
also expressed admiration Tor the Nazi Government* Another sister, 

MRS* JOH N^ DEMPSEY. living in Cleveland, was reported to look with 
disfavor upon the actions and attitude of her brother and sister* MRS, 
DEMPSEY*S husband was stated to reside on Lake Shore Boulevard, 

Cleveland and to be an official of the Cleveland Trust Company in that 
city, 

Mr* RORIMER recalled that while at college PHILIP JOHNSON had had three 
nervous breakdowns* He declared that when Subject*® reported favor of 
the Nazi regime had been brought to his attention he, MR* RORIMER, had 
remarked at the time that this was another nervous breakdown, on the 
part of JOHNSON, 

There was a further report that when JOHNSON had qi i.t his architectural 
studies to join HUEY LONG, he had remarked that his objective along 
architectural lines, that is city planning^ could only be accomplished 
by a change of government* 

J 

MR* RORIMER stated that he had no idea as to whether Subject was con¬ 
nected with the Bund or any other German organization* 

Miss SALLY RAABE, Secretary to the Dean of the School of Architecture, 
upon interview, stated that no further information pertaining to Sub¬ 
ject had come to her attention since she had been originally contacted 
by Special Agent Pittman of this office. After searching her records 
she stated that JOHNSON is now residing at the Hotel Continental, 
Cambridge, M ass . and is constructing a pre-fabricated house at the 
corner of Ash and Acacia Streets, in Cambridge* Subject has at least 
one more year to go before completing his architectural studies for his 
Degree. 

At the Hotel Continental, Gardner Street, Cambridge, Mass*, Mr. CHAUNCEY 
STEELE, Manager, advised that PHILIP JOHNSON had been occupying a 
furnished suite on a monthly basis since September of this year, Mr, 
STEELE'S impression was that JOHNSON was connected with Harvard Uni¬ 
versity in some capacity, either as Lecturer or Administrative official. 
No unusual activities or visitors had been noted. The only visitor 
known to Mr. STEELE was a Mr* MARCEL BREUER, a former transient guest 
at the hotel. 
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MR. JEROME GREENE, Secretary to the Regents at Harvard College, 
stated that he knew SIDNEY lSIM PSON with whom Subject formerly 
resided at 995 memorial Drive, Cambridge, Mass.*, to be a full 
Professor at the Law School, who had been given leave without 
pay this current year because of embarrassment which he had caased 
the University as a result of his habitual drunkenness* 

MR. GREENE telephonioiLly contacted Dean JAMES M. LANDIS, of the 
Harvard Law School, to ascertain SIMPSON r § reply* DEAN LANDIS 
stated that because ©f SIMPSON’S addiction to alcohol and the ad¬ 
ministrative action taken in his case, he would not vouch for this 
Professor* 

..MR* GREENE proddo^d for Agent, the book published by the class of 
1927 for theij/fcenth anniversary, wherein is set forth a brief autr. 
©briography dx/the members of this- class* JOHNSON wrote concerning 
himself: f7 "On leaving Harvard in 1930 I spent a great deal of 

time in Europe* I studied archeticture as an amateur and later got 
a job as the head of the Architectural Department of the Museum ©f 
Modern Arts* In 193U I resigned from the Museum and worked with 
HUEY LONG and ALAN BLACKBURN, '29 in Washington. In 1936 I ran for 
State Representative in Ohio and worked/with FR. COUGHLIN and BLACKBURN 
BLACKBURN and I are now independent" politically and active in our own 
organization, 'Youth and the Natl en% which sponsors us in weekly 
broadcasts over Station W5PD"* / / 

Examination of Page 213 of the publication of the book "Berlin Diary" 
reveals that the author was there relating certain incidents occurring 
at Zoppot near Danzig* The author, in company with other correspondents 
had been observing the results of the.Germanon Poland* On 
this evening the head of the German Propaganda Bureau had assigned as 
Mr, SHIRER'S roommate, PHILIP JOHNSON, whom he described as an "American 
Fascist" who claims to represent FR. COUGHLIN's Social Justice* He stated 
that none of the correspondents liked JOHNSON. He further related that 
JOHNSON had been sounding him at for about an hour by expressing anti- 
Nazi statements, but all he got from Mr. SHIRER was a few grunts. 


PENDING 







UNDEVELOPED LEADS. 


BOSTON FIELD DIVISION: 

AT BOSTON, MASS., 1*111 place a cover on the mail of Subject 
at the Hotel Continental, Cambridge, Mass, 

Will conduct further investigation to develop further in¬ 
formation regarding Subject’s present activities. 


PENDING. 
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letter from am anonymous informant v&i farvasiad^ka this offlea 
stating that the subject, the saa af HOME lfim»85V, who is 
a lawyer in CleTeland, Ohio, is disloyal to tfye"TJhited States 
as he has beau working far Cenagalsn "and all the ether *!*■»*" 
and has bean to Burepe several tines for this purpose, and that 
'Aon Saraany conquered Borway "ha jumped up and dawn, saying 
*Huarray, hurray for the Basis* Wo won] 1 " 

Infamant stated that the subject was presently at. 
the f«nlly*s sinner hone in Bow London, Ohio* but that he 
intends going to Saraany about Juno 1st. The informant also 
stated that the subject’s nether, father, and sister are good 
eltisens of the Waited States, that the sister is helping the 
refugees in frames and Belgian, but that the subject is "nes- 
aerised by this aril that is trying to overpower the good in 
the world* Bis people feel very bad, but cannot say anything*" 

Detective Sergeant BSVABB 1# UHUfelede Police 
Department, by letter dated September 17, 1941# Sieveland file 
Bo# 100*8240*9, Inclosed a list of members of the Teumg Batiea- 
allsts which reflects the name of the subject, address, Bew 
London# Ohio* B M G BI stated that the organ! satten was foraed 
at a public nesting held at felede, Ohio, on January 10, 1987, 
by PHILIP JQBWSOV and another, and that nest of the neabors Cf 
the Carman Aaerleea Bund joined it* Be said the organisation 
collapsed in 1989 or 1989* 

Prcn a confidential source, it was learned that the 
subject is connected with the foreign Policy ▲eseolatloa in 
lew lark City# She following articles appeared in the Cleve¬ 
land Press. 

September V, 1940 

XASdSlBB WB0WC OB 
CLBflUXBBfe HXSfOlT 

Charflag that ho is a "fascist Intellectual," the 
current Harper’s Magasine erroneously described 
Philip Jbfiasem, 84-year old son of Hbaer I* John¬ 
son, prominent Cleveland attorney, as belonging to 
"the Johnson & Johnson nodical supplies nanufaetar¬ 
ing family*" 
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65-744 la an article titled "the American fascists," 

Bala Kramer aiierji/enBg Johnson "with a young 
friend Based Alautflaekburn joined fir at Haey 
Long and then latier Coughlin in an endeavor to 
terra at brain-truster* and last fall he accom- 
panied the German aray into Poland at corres¬ 
pondent for ’Social Justice!" 

lew* the article says* he and Lawrence Dennis, 
who "adults he would not turn down a call to 
power*" are planning to publish a magazine"in 
line with their views? Johnson now makes his 
home in lew York* 


October 3, 1940 
SOCIALITX CHUBB 
IAZI APOLOGIST 

fortune Magazine in its October issue asserts 
that Philip Johnson* socialite sen of Berner I. 
Johnson, prominent Cleveland attorney,is a^ro- 
Pasclst* author of articles in a publication 
which the magazine asserts is used as an apolo¬ 
gist for Bazin* 

la an article titled, "The Bar of Serves! TJ.S. 
front," fortune discusses individuals and organ¬ 
isations eonneetsd with Hazi propaganda* naming 
The American fellowship forum, for whose official 
organ Mr.Johnson has written. 

founders ef the ferum were Dr. friedrich I. 
i dujutunn^a naturalized German, and (Teerge Syl- 
! vestirtnfi ercck* well known German prepagsuaiist. 
JRTHBageu was arrested yesterday is Los Angeles 
for questioning by Dies Committee investigators 
seeking information about Iasi organisation in 
this country. 

Beached in Cambridge,Mass., today* Mr* Johnson 
said he had not yet seen fortune’s article, but 
categorically denied being active in the American 
fellowship forum or a friend of Dr. Anhagen. 


- 3 - 
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October 3* 1940 


among mimros 
By Bei llhussen 



HNS NO Tit Dr.Priedriich Irnest Auhagea, educator, 
leeturer,writer, and slick Iasi propagandist, is 
arrested ia Lee Angeles fer attempting te flee to 
Germany, via Japan* while under Dies Committee 
subpena* 


BACK (SOUND; Auhagen is a tall andhandseae and curly- 
haired Hanoverian, vetsran of the kaiser’s army, a 
snare and glib intellectual whose Job fer Me If the 
Scholar has been te Instill respect fer NasHsm among 
America’s "better people*” 

He has dene very well at it erer the last fire or 
six years - particularly in Cleveland* He has suc¬ 
ceeded in sereral risits in in gratiating himself 
with seme ef the Inrerness cape opera crowd, the 
deep-thinking socialites who envision led menaces 
, under their bed springs and seme ef the scion set 
who chant that we’d be able te do business with 
Adolf’s empire as well as we hare with Britain’s. 


Awhagen got himself into seme ef our fanciest coun¬ 
try estates and before seme of our better-dressed 
lecture listeners with his subtle appeal te "realism 
and American self-interest*” 


Auhagen got around* He lectured at Colorado College 
ef Idueatien. He taught German at Columbia Univer¬ 
sity* He get himself before foreign feliey Associa¬ 
tion meetings* He broadcast en "Town Hall of the 
Air,” 

Auhagen’s first appearance here was in 1936 as an 
open defender of the Nazi way of life in a City 
Club debate with Gerhard/Soger, who had been -exiled 
after a six-nenth bit in/ a Gestapo concentration 
camp. The City Club lift oners reeall the erudite 
professor as a smoothie *on his feet as well as in 
appearance. 
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Auhagon’s foremost pal hare was Philip Johnson, 
a we11-traveled, well-educated goldenspooner 
whose social position (his father is one of the 
town 1 * highly successful corporation lawyers) 

Care the patriotic professor entry into sene of 
our host and nost realistic runpus rooms. 

Toung Johnson, who Is quite a fellow at nodern 
architecting, Italian art criticising and gen¬ 
tleman-farming (at lew London), was a contributor 
to Auhagen’s nagasine, (Johnson*s panphloteering 
experience includes praiseful penning fer the 
late Hwny Long and a few contributions to father 
Coughlin*s Social Justice.) 

Johnson wrote "realistic* pieces fron Paris and 
Berlins for Auhagen*s Today*s Challenge, and con¬ 
tributed one from the US. front to the effect 
that the trouble with this country is that its 
high-aladed rich people aren’t haring babies 
often enough* It was pretty thin racial stuff 
along the Oeebbels lines. 

Johnson and Lawrence Bennls, who makes no effort 
to conceal his Hitierssque leanings,got around 
Cleveland in behalf of Auhagen*s American fel¬ 
lowship forum. As lately as february.Auhagen 
' was boasting this outfit had grown fron a local 
lew Tork organization into a national eno. He 
listed Clereland as one of its chapters. 

OOMMlITt Vs Just thought you*d like to know. 

Sheriff J1SS1 V. MBLLOTT, forwalk, Ohio, advised the 
writer telephonically that the subject "is harmless - Just has 
a lot of money and nothing to do but travel around and spend, 
being a nuisance to himself and everyone else." He said that 
his family are very respectable citizens, wealthy, and one- 
hundred percent American, and that they are quite annoyed by 
their sen’s peculiarities. The Sheriff also informed that the 
subject is mentioned in HITLXR*S "look” and that apparently 
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HITLXB thought very highly of his. He added that JOHNSON it 
now somewhere in Connecticut. 

It should he noted that a perusal by the writer of 
an unabridged edition* consisting of two roluaes, of Mein lamp 
failed to reveal any mention of subject. 


„ uturjud upon completion to oitzci Of ORIGIN - 
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Ih* confidential source Mentioned in this report 
is LIXUfXSAlT JOSEPH DISH®, Military Intelligence laser re. 


♦ 
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De camber 1, 1941 
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Special Agent in Charge 
Cleveland, Ohio 


v/Ufe 


Bet PHILIP JOHNSON 

INTERNAL SECURITT - G 


Dear Sir* 


There are transmitted herewith for your investigative 
attention two copies of a communication dated October 3L, 

1941, received at the Bureau from the Military Intelligence 
Division under cover letter dated November 13, 1941, concerning 
the captioned subject. 


It is the desire of the Bureau that you institute a 
discreet, preliminary investigation in order to ascertain 
whether the subject possesses any sympathies inimical to the 
best interests of this Government. This case should be 
assigned to an Agent of your office and circumspection should 
be exercised in all phases of the investigation. 


lr. To l 3 on 


Ir. E. A, Tamm 
lr. Clegg 
U. Cfavin 
lr. Ladd 


Ir. Nichole 
Ir. Tracy 
ir. Rosen 


lr. Carson 
lr. Ceffey 
r. Hendon 


, It has not beer, possible to identify the subject 
with .jamm.same concerning whom data are 

avai^Kfif*l& tt^ A^e of\W*S2freau. 


•\ v ' L 




- Vary truly yours. 


Vv<\ n 
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. Quinn Tamm 
. Nease _____ 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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65-744 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



Re: PHILIP JOHNSON 

Internal Security - G 


Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to Bureau letter dated December 1, 
1941, transmitting copies of a communication from Military 
Intelligence and requesting that an investigation be insti¬ 
tuted in connection with the above entitled case. Bureau 
File No. 40-13590. 

Please be advised that the subject is identical with 
the subject of a case in which the Boston Fi>eld Division is the 
office of origin, entitled PHILIP CORTELXAtMTOHNSON, alias 
PHILLIP^GOHNSON, Internal Security - G, and in which there is 
an outstanding lead for this office to investigate the subject's 
subversive activities. 

This lead has been covered and is being reported. 


DESTROYED. 


Very truly yours, 


Y l/L D\-£G- ' L. V. BOARDMAN 

* '%c Special Aeent i 


Special Agent in Charge 
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Itederal dttrcau of Snuestlgatioti 
Knifed States department of fUnattce 

Post Office Box #2344 
Boston, Massachusetts 




February 2, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: PHILIP^TOHNSON; 

Internal Security - G 
_ Registration Act 

Dear Sir: 



This office has in its possession one copy of the 
magazine "Today's Challenge" vrhiqh was edited by the American 
Fellowship Forum under Dr. FritsaL^iagen <who is presently in 
prison for violation of the Registration Act. 

It is requested that the Bureau furnish this office 
photostatic copies of all articles written by PHILIP JOHNSON 
for the magazine "Today's Challenge", since it is contemplated 
interviewing JOHNSON in the near future* 



m 6 RECD 









March 14, 1943 


GStAJB 

100-32734 _ u 


Special Agent la <31iif* 

So to®, HftNaMnMklc 

Kst pmir joassoirt 

ISTKHHAL SSCtmiTI . 9} 

wmtsfwntm act 


Oear Sir* 


Xn roopoaoo to peep latter of lOtraaiy 2, 1942, 
roqnectia* eoploo of all arttoloo writton hr tha eubjoet for 
tho nfuiM *Today»« Challengo", you art advlsod that the 
-Bureau doe* not pooooa o a ooaploto file on this newspaper, 
•fforte have boon aado to ooearo ooplet of the publication 
froa tho library of Coagrooo, bat it m e foaad that the 
library of Cengrooo file on *T»degr*e Challenge* le ineoaplete. 

It la eaggeeted that aa uadereloped load bo oot 
nut tor the Mev fork field DUloloa to attest to loeato a 
complete file on this publication. 


Tory truly your*. 


Mr. To loon _ 

Mr. C. A. Tamm 

Mr. Cloy* 

Mr. Olevin __ 

Mr. Ladd _—- 

Mr. Nichols _ 



John Mm* Hoover 
Dlneter 


•f/jo/u 


Mr. Traey ___ 

Mr. Nosen ___ 

Mr. Corson __ 
Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Hendon . 
Mr. Holloman ^ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Nease „ 
Mies Candy . 
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JF’oran No. 1 

This case origjnated at 

BOSTON,, 




REPORT MADE AT 

BOSTON, MiSS 0 


rrTLE q 

PHILIP GORTH-TAN JO 




REPORT MADE BY 

| J. A 0 BREN 


CHARACTER Or .CASE 


IL SECURITY 


^oSmshingtooi 


Report of fecial Agent J„ 
Decanter Q 1941 o 


, Boston, 


DETAILS? 


COPIES DESTROYED ' 


On Becaabar 9 S 1941 a typewitten^>jfe@^t^om KLEam^ 
Sharer 5 s ^Berlin Diary 3 ’ referrin^^, jjiilMp Johnson vgik 
received at the Boston,g|fi#e fgSn ar^ano&ymous source"? 
. nf D€bi'’0t w •• 


/WQfTE INJHESE 
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Added to the excerpt was a statement to the effect that 
it was believed that the above Phillip Johnson was enrolled 
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design and further stated 
that he was believed to be talking very fwisiffi.pn the subject 
of his convictions and views* 

On December 13, 1941 Mrs. SALLJpVRAAEJS, 2 Prescott Street, 
Cambridge, Mass.,, Secretary at tne Harvard Graduate School 
of Design, visited the Boston Field Division and was inter¬ 
viewed by Special Agent R„ W» DAESHNER. Mrs. Raabe gave 
substantially the same information that she had previously 
given to reporting agent and also Special Agent R. A. PITTMAN 
on a previous occasion. She also adrised that Johnson was 
connected with the Civilian Defense far Boston and Cambridge, 
and further intimated that Subject apparently has considerable 
funds and does a great deal of entertaining* 

From a confidential source it was learned that there was no 
correspondence or other material showing any contact with per¬ 
sons of German names or tendencies in Subject*s apartment at 
the Hotel Continental# On the oontrary, it was stated that 
Johnson had in his possession a letter dated November 16, 1941 
signed by Mr. LOUIS KIRSTEIN, President of William Filene Son# 
Company of Boston in his capacity as President of the Associated 
Jewish Philanthropies. In this letter Mr. Kirstein acknowledged 
a donation of a noted amount for the Associated Charities and 
stated that he further appreciated the reasons given by Johnson 
for his contribution. These were enumerated by Mr. Kir stein 
as follows* 

1# Inherent worth of the Associated Jewish Philanthropies cause; 

2# His statements regarding Mrs. Roosevelt 

3. Johnson’s admiration for Mr. Kirstein*s son, LOUIS, Jr# 

It was further stated that Subject had a bank book indicating 
fan account at the Cambridge Trust Company, Cambridge, Mass. 

On January 29, 1942 the Bureau transmitted to the Boston Field 
Division a copy of a letter received from the Acting Chief, 
Divisiomof Foreign Activity Correlation of the Department 
of State in reply to an original communication from the Bureau 
requesting information concerning Phillip Johnson. The State 
Department advised ttet it was unable to identify a Phillip 
Johnson whose passport was issued in 1937 and renewed on 
June 2, 1939, as the individual mentioned in Mr. Shirer’s book# 
The- State Department records showed that Phillip Johnson stated 
in his original application for passport that he-intended to 
leave New York on the S.S. Columbus for travel in Germany and 
elsewhere in Europe. Johnson's temporary address at that time 
was 194 East End Avenue, New York City* It further appeared 
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that he was born in. Cleveland, Ohio, on July 8, 1906, 

The Bureau also forwarded a summary of information in its 
files under the name of Phillip Jo hnson. I ncluded in the 
files was information given by one | L who had been 

brought to the Bureau on May 23, 1940 by Mr, DICK TAILOR, 
ant attorney in the Anti-Trust Division, This informant was 
stated to have various German friends whose sympathies ap¬ 
parently lay within the German form of Government, He was 
also reported to have expressed his interest in the coming 
revolution and had stated that things will be different "when 
the revolut ion comes^L^l close friend of this Johnson is re¬ 
puted to be ^WKENwi^ ENNift and Johnson was also supposed to 
have formed in 193* an"organization known as the Gray Shirts, 
This individual further advised that one RUTH MERRILL, now 
an executive with the Ladies Home Journal, RKO Building, 

Radio City, was formerly a secretary to Johnson, It was 
stated that she was in a position to obtain additional names 
of persons who have been associated with Johnson, The latter's 
income was reported as approximately $5,000 a month* 

The Bureau files also reflected a communication from the New 
York Field Division under date of August 17, 1940 which stated 
that a confidential informant of that office had advised that 
Lawrence Dennis had long bear identified with the Nazi-Fas¬ 
cist cause and that he had been closely associated with "such 
prominent Nazis here and abroad" as Phillip Johnson, JOSEPH 
E. MCWILLIAMS and FREDERICK E. AUHAGEN, among others. The 
Bureau files further revealed that Phillip Johnson, whose 
address, 751 Third A venue. N ew York City, was identical with 
ths address given by| |, mentioned previously, was the 

closest associate of Lawrence Dennis who has been extensively 
investigated by the Bureau in a registration act case. 

It was reported that Johnson has been a visitor to Germany 
practically every summer since the rise of Hitler and was 
said to be a rabid Hitlerite, 


Upon being telephonically contacted, Mr, Chauncey Depew Steele, 
Jr., Manager of the Hotel Continental, Cambridge, Mass., advised 
that Phillip Johnson had checked out of the hotel in the latter 


part of January and had gone to Washington where he was going 
into the employ of t he Office of Facts and Figures, probably 
as a German translator. 


-PENDING** 




b7D 


b7D 
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nunffOTILOFED LEADS 
THE BOSTON FIELD DIVISION 

AT RONTON. MASSACHUSETTS ; 

Will, before conducting any further investigation, 
await instruction* from the Bureau a* to whether 
investigation of Subject ik to be continued, in 
view of the fact that he is now employed by the 
Office of facts and Figures* 

-PENDING- 



& 4 ** 





CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE 

The confidential soured mentioned -within report 
was a thorough examination of Subject's apartment 
at the Hotel Continental, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
made by reporiinar agent accompanied by Manager 
CHAUNCEY DEPEJWbTEELE of the Hotel Continental* 
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Post Office Box 2^344 
Boston, Massachusetts 

March 5, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C., >, 


Jf'vy. 


Re: PHILIP CORTELIAN JOHNSON, 
alias Phillip Johnson 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


Dear Sir: 



Reference is made to Bureau letter of January 29, 1942 in ^ 
the above captioned case in which the Boston Field Division vials requested 
to ascertain whether the subject of this ease was identical with, in¬ 
dividuals of the same name concerning whom information appears in the 
Bureau files. Information was also sought as to whether Subject was 
presently engaged in any un-American activities. 

Reference is further made to the report of Special Ageiit ^ 

J. A. BRENNAN at Boston, Mass., dated December 8, 1941 which disdosfe 
that Mr. GEORGE H. EDGELL of the Harvard University l&iseum advised '" v 

Special Agent in Charge V. W. PETERSON that WILLIAM lYsHIRER, the 
author of ^Berlin Diary 11 had stated that Phillip Johnson, t.w<» »nh- 
j e ctgf this case, attending the Harvard Graduate School of Tteaicm.. 
was identical with the Phillip Johnson mentioned in his boot. 

Reference was made to the report of Special Agent P. M. 

BREED, Boston, Mass., dated July 9, 1941 which disclosed that in¬ 
formation at the Harvard Graduate School of Design disclosed that 
Subject was bom in New London, Ohio, July 8, 1906. It is to be 
noted that Subject's birthdate is identical with that given by the 
individual of the same name who, in 1937, obtained a passport for 
travel in Germany and elsewhere in Europe. The place of birth on 
the Harvard records is given as New London, Ohio, while apparently, 
the State Department records indicatetfleveland, Ohio as his place 
of birth. However, the latter close that in 1937 he 

considered a residence in New Lorraor§\jn3^. asp.s pepiianeitb 1 i* ee-iaen-ee» 

With reference to Subject' s ^current activi||^^ ft plp^:un" 


J 












Special Agent J; A. BRENNAN, noted above, failed to disclose any 
present activities on his part. Examination of Subject’s apartment 
at the Hotel Continental, Cambridge, Mass., as revealed in the re¬ 
port of Special Agent J. A. Brennan dated March 5, 194 2 failed to 
disclose any evidence of Nazi activities or any communications from 
^ individuals of Geiman descent . It was further noted, in that exam-* 
ination that Subject had received a letter of acknowledgement from 
the head of the Associated Jewish Philanthropies in Boston for a 
donation which he had made to this organization. 

In view of the fact that no evidence of Subject’s nresent 
activities in behalf of the Nazis was uncovered and invview of the 
~iact tnat various individuals recently contacted expressed a belief 
that Subject had reformed, it had been the intention of this office 
to interview finh-jpr.t. at. t.hfi Boston Field Division . Because of the 
considerable information received from many sources indicating 
Subject's past activities and association with individuals of Nazi 
tendencies and in view of his visit to Germany as recently as 1939 
as reported in the "Berlin Diary" it was intended to vigorously 
question Subject to explain these activities and associations in 
order,; possibly, to develop further information concerning his acti¬ 
vities which might be known. In the event that Subject satisfactorily 
explained his past activities and associations and reformed, it was 
planned to attenpt to make Ph illip Johnson a confidential informant 
in tne T5'£llfil TMt'Tie' Would nave some knowledge of Nazi figures in 
the United States. 


According to recent information as contained in the report 
of Special Agent J. A. BRENNAN dated March 5, 1942, Subject is 
presently connected with ths_office of Facts and Figures, Washington, 
tyrcr - In view of this connection with another branch of the govern¬ 
ment, the Bureau i s. requested to advise whether this case should be 
closed or whether investigation is to be continueP. in the event 
tne oureau desires investigation completed and desires Subject 
interviewed in the manner mentioned above, a copy of this letter 
has been designated for the Washington Field Division, which vroul d 
undoubtedly conduct this interview, and in view of Subject's resi- - 
dence within its jurisdiction. Copies of pertinent serials will 
be forwarded to the Washington Field Division in the event the 
Bureau so wishes. 


JAB:FGL 
cc: New York 

Cleveland 

Washington 


Very truly yours, 

V. W. PETERSON 
Special Agent in Charge 
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April 22, 19li2 
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Special Agent in Charge 
Boston, Maaeachuset ts 
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Res PHILIP COHTKLIAH JOHftSGH, 

also known as Phillip Johnson, 
Office of Facts and Figures. 
INTERNAL SECURITY - HATCH ACT. 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to your letter dated March 5# 19h2, in the 
case entitled "Philip Cortelyan Johnson, alias Phillip Johnson, 

Internal Security - G, B copies of which were designated for the informa¬ 
tion of the Hew York, Cleveland and Washington Field Offices. As shown 
therein, Mr. Johnson is reported to be presently employed in Washington, 
0. C., by the Office of Facts and Figures. 

Pursuant to your suggestion, you are instructed to forward 
one copy each of all reports and correspondence prepared in the Internal 
Security case to the Washington Field Office which thereafter will 
incorporate the same into an investigative report to be captioned as 
shown in this communication. 

u 

Your office as origin for the Internal Security case is 
responsible for seeing that all work outstanding in auxiliary field 
offices is completed promptly and that all pertinent information 
developed is made available to the Washington Field Division. 




w % %«« 



The Washington Field Office should make no effort to 
Mr. Johnson under oath until all material is received from the 
Field Division and auxiliary offices. 


interview 

Boston 





to give this personal and preferred attention. 




in Field 


Very truly yours, 

,, .Vj- 

Y ^ 

.. -v /U- 

w John Edgar Hoover 

7x>$\& /*'* ■ • > i Director 
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^Federal Surrau of Jitooatigatlon 
United states Bepartment of Kuaftro 
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Washington, D. C. 
May 1, 1942 
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Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. Attention: Mr. D. M. LADD 

& 

Re: PHILIP CORTELYAN JOHNSON 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Bureau teletype to the Boston Field 
Office dated April 24, 1942, (Bureau file 100-327341). 


In response to a telephone call from Supervisor GALEN 
WILLIS of the Bureau, Special Agent R. F. RYAtLxeouested Mia s ROSE... 
^TrR G^TTA^of^ he Gover nment I nformation Service, to ascertain whether. 


JOHNSON was employed by the Office of Facts and Figures. Miss 
ALLEGRETTA informed that there is no record of JOHNSON as an employee 
with the Office of Facts and Figures and no record of his being an 
employee in any Government agency. 


Very truly yours. 


S. K. McKEE w 
Special Agent in Charge 


cc-Boston 






ftf 1 )' 


Dear Sir: 

Reference is nude to the Bureau's letter dated April 22, 191*2, 
in tho above-captioned cam which wti subaltted to your of f loo under an 
Intomal Security, Hatch Act, claaaifleation, requesting that you, aa 
origin for this investigation, forward to tho tarttajtoi Fluid Divlaion 
ono copy each of all reports and portlnant oorroapoadaneo in ordar that 
tho aiaw night bo incorporated into ono comprehensive report undor tho 
provisions of Publio Law Ho. 135, 77th Congress. 

Further roforonot ia node to tho Bureau's teletype dated 
April 21*, 191*2, advieing that the Vaahington Field Office, in a check of 
all available aourwee of infornation, had bean unabla to verify the 
original infornation that Mr. Johnson waa preaontly enploy ed by the 
Office of Facte waft Figures In Haohlngton, D. C. Tho inquiry as nada 
failed to develop any indication that Mr. Johnson waa oaployod by any 
branch of tho Federal Qwvarnmnt. 


April 29, 191*2 

CM: ML 

100-3273U - 

Special Agent in Charga 
Boston, Maaaaohusetta 

<2 

Rat PHILIP CGKTELIAH JOHHSOB, 

also known aa Philliy v oh ns o a . 

mrsHRAL $BCpmmf - o._ 



Aa you advised tho Bureau by telephone on April 27, 191*2, that 
tho original infornation obtained fron Mr. Chsuneay Bepaw Stools, Jr., of 
Caaferidgs, Maaaaohueette, was without foundation, no further consideration 
should bo given to this ease under an Internal Security, Hatel^Aet, 
classification. U ** 2 

S 5 * 

— Should you obtain any future indication that Mr. Jspqaogr la^.. 

«• *• *•"» aapl eyed by the Oeverunont, the Bureau should be proeptly adfflaSfi in 
cun or der that consHerwtlon^aay be given to instituting aa iaqrS^wddbkrtha 
im Co ngressional mandate erred to above. £ ® .w 

^ vJ ( AA o» * 

- V ^ L_ Xu , 

i ^OM^UNlCAtlofe Sf QTjQN ! 


Mr. 


Mr. Meson 


Very truly yours. 


<4 

o> 




Mr. Trttjf ^ 

Mr. •arson 

Mr. Coffey 




Holloman 

McGuire 


Quinn Tamm 
Noose 
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Ifrftrral Umean of Jnurstrgatton 

33mtri» States ilcpartmcnt of Jtoetiiro 

fUaaljingtmt, 39* (£. 

April 28, 19U2 


Mr, E. A. Tamm 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. LADD j 

O V 

Re: PHILIP CORTELYAN JOHNSON, ( 
also knowi as Phillip^Johnson 
INTERNAL SECURITY. 


Mr. Holloman 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Miss Beahm 

Reference is made to the memorandum of Mr. Willis „ „ „ 

addressed to ye^o^April 26, 1942, couponing comments noted on the 
broadcast of Dretf^earson'and Robert S dKyien ’on that date. As 
shown therein, it was stated that Fatherj^Coughlin would be summoned to 
Washington where he would be questioned regarding his relationship with 
the above-captioned subject and All§t$J?lackburn./ 

The Boston Field Division, as origin for the investigation of 
Philip Johnson, has informed that Johnson is reportedly employed in 
Washington, D. C., by the Office of Facts and Figures. On Friday, 

April 24, 19h2, the Washington Field Office, in a check of all available 
"‘sources of information, was unable to verify this in any manner. 

In view of the publicity being given Mr. Johnson and in order 
that an investigation might proceed against him under the provisions of 
Public Law No. 135, 77th Congress, should he actually be a Government 
employee. Agent Willis, of this Section, telephonically contacted SAC 
Mad'igan, of the Boston Office, on April 27, 1942, to determine whether 
the source from which the original information was received was able to 
definitely state that Johnson was, in fact, employed in Washington. It , 
is noted the Boston Field Division was requested by teletype on April 2a, 

1942, to furnish this information. / 

Mr. Madigan advised by telephone that Mr, Chaunpey Depew^Tbeele/ 

Jr., Manager of the Hotel Continental, Cambridge, Massachusetts, the 
informant, had been reinterviewed on April 27, 191:2 and was unable to 
furnish any additional material tending to establish that,Mr. Johnson was 
employed by the Government. Mr. Steele, it is reported, gathered this 
impression when Mr. Johnson checked out of the Hotel Continental and made j 
a passing remark he was going to Washington to seek employment. Mr. Madigan// 
advised that from inquiry made it appears Philip Johnson is presently enrolled 
at Harvard University, taking an architectural course. _ 

_ACTION TAKEN HSfhmm /Ad HfW-t I 


m 


BUY 

UNITED 


TAKEN H'SfRAOMj / QQ f -A ' 

*_ 1 BUuiAU 0- .• ;0i41 

As Mr. Johnson is not a Federal F®BpIbyee, no further action is being 
r^^g^ggrmng him under pnBvternal Security, Hatci^&qt, ^lalssificatibn 
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 


- 2 - 


and this is being referred to the Internal Security Section in order that 
the investigation of Johnson in the case entitled "Philip Cortelyan Johnson, 
Internal Security - G," may continue in that file. The Boston and Washington 
Field Offices are being instructed by letter to discontinue their investiga¬ 
tion of Mr. Johnson in so far as the Hatch Act is concerned. 

As you were advised in Mr. Willis* referenced memorandum, Mr. 

James Rowe, Jr., of the Department, has submitted information concerning 
Johnson which is similar in all respects to that already developed by the 
Bureau's investigation. However, in order that Mr. Rowe may be fully advised 
as to Mr. Johnson's background, there is currently being prepared a memorandum 
of summary information which will be furnished to him within the next day or 
so. 


Respectfully, 

^ T' 

E. W. Timm 








r 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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Federal bureau of Inuestigation 

Ignited States department of Dustice 
fUaalirngton, d. <E. 

April 28, 1942 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. E.A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd__ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CUNNI 

o 

RS: PHILIP CORTELYAN JOHNSON 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
HATCH ACT 



Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Holloman^ 

Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Harbo_ 


Mr. Quinn Tamm_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Nease w 
Miss 



At the request of Mr, McGee, of the Federal Employee^ 

Section, I contacted Mr. Richard Quay, Assistant Liaison Officer* 
the Coordinator of Information, and requested that he check the pe 
record of that organization to determine if Johnson was presently/dttDloyed. 
He advised in the negative as to the personnel records but suggested that 
I contact Mr. Huntington, who maintained record of all persons in foreign 
service. Mr, Huntington also advised that they had no record of this 
person being presently employed. 

Action: 

Mr. McGee was advised telephonically to the above effect. It 
is suggested that this matter be directed to the Federal Employee^ Section. 


COPTRS 'Ops 
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100-24310 


"might be beneficial to some in U*S*A, who feel that the 
majority do not know what they want & shouldn't get it 
unless belonging to their 'cl eik ' if given a chance* They 
may be holding the plans they had in abeyance till the War 
is over* Plans there were* 

* Next, is Dorothy Waring of Park Ave* New Xork, on your 
staff* I reported an idea that was hatched in New Xork City 
to colonize Alaska with German refugees* Later I was told 
Miss Waring questioned the person telling me about the colon¬ 
izing scheme, & was told she was F.B.i, If she is 0*K* If 
not - there a question mark for her* 

" I met her first at a dinner of the Boland Society* 

Later I met her helping in the german section, to elect 
Senator Maguire* 

" I saw her at a number of the Rolan Society's social 
affairs* She never was taking part, but just sat with her 
German escort & watched* Later the society was a hot bed 
pro & con - the Bund being the issue* 

* The last I knew of her, she married her escort. I 
didn't think much about it till recently* 1 asked Stanley 
High about it* He had forgotten her but said he'd look it 
up the next time he went to Washington* 

" I believe, if you pick up the Johnson trail, & some of 
his New York friends, you'll find a Nazi string* 

Sincerely 

/s/ B. S* Weller ■ 

This letter was furnished the New Xork Field Division with reference 
letter of April 7, 1942* Miss WELLER advised that die is presently occupied 
in lecturing on international affairs. She advised that she has known LAURENCE 
DENNIS whom she referred to as the brains behind the American First movement 
for a long time* She stated that she frequently called at DENNIS' home and on 
numerous occasions met the subject there* Miss WELLER has known DENNIS since 
1919 when he was in the United States Army. She stated that she was at that 
time acting as an entertainer for the Army in France and that her father was 
a United States Congressman from Iowa* She further advised that she is a 
member of the Daughters of the American Revolution* 

The Informant stated that on one occasion she attended a tea where 
only German was spoken* This was at JOHNSON'S home in 1937 and DENNIS was a 
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100-24310 

guest* The Informant feels that it is queer that the subject should be 
attending Harvard University at the present time since he is a middle-aged 
man* She feels also that Harvard University is a center for Fascism in 
America* Although Mies WELLER was present several times when the subject 
called upon DENNIS, she was never given the opportunity to talk with him* 
She stated also that she does not know whether or not JOHNSON collaborated 
on DENNIS* book, "The ^oraing American Fascism", but knows that he was with 
DENNIS a lot at that time* She advised also that JOHNSON had many German 
friends when she knew him* 

Inasmuch as there is no further investigation to be conducted by 
the New York Field Division, this case is being referred upon completion to 
the office of origin* 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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Utedrral bureau of Jnueatfgatton 

18 »ttfet» §tatoa department of Justice 
New York, New York 


HIT:HGF 

100-24310 


May 11, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


a 

Re: PHILIP JOHNSON 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


Reference is made to Bureau letter to Miss WELLER dated April 
7, 1942 whereby a letter by Miss B.' a^rwELLER, Town Hall Club,}J23''''’~ U 
West 43rd Street, New York Cit^was enclosed. Ip that letter^the 
Informant stated that DOBOTHT^vmRING of Park Avenue, New York City was 
reputedly a Federal Bureau of Investigation agent . 

The Informant stated that she met this woman at a dinner of 
the Roland Society and also later came in contact with her in a New York 
political campaign. 

The Informant was contacted on another matter and Stated that 
it is her understanding that Miss WARING is doing some work for the 
Dies Committee. She stated that she is now aware of the fact that 
Mss WARING is not an employee of this Bureau. 




r 


H 0. ; COIUAINED 


Very truly yours, 

P. E. FOXWDRTH 
Assistant Director 


cc NY F|le 100-22135 
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MEMORANDUM FOR J. EDGAR HOOVER. j ,, r _ K 

A : ttr. C 

Philipp J ohnson | K _. ■ 

K : -« 

I was told in confidence last night that a man | 
named Philip Johnson is now working for Colonel Donovan 1 s i—— 
office, the Coordinator of Inf ormation. " My^nformant 
indicated that this may not be the correct XSvemment.— 
agency, but that he is working somewhere in^'ashington. 

Philip Johnson is in his late thirties. He kits independently 
wealthy. He attended Harvard about 1928, but spent half 
of each year abroad, I think in Italy. 

Johnson has always been a professed 'Tiftellectual 
Fascist", when Huey Long was at the height of his power 
Johnson occupied a room in the Mayflower next to Long's yf 
headquarter^and professed to be Long's "brain truster"yr 
He is supposed to be intimately acquainted with Lameare 
Lr£ennXs<jChe native Fascist leader, with Gerald L. iOromith, 
Fathepjpoughlin and others. He is also supposed to nave 
extensive"carmbctions with Germany end Italy. 

Since Pearl Harbor I understand he professed that 
he has changed his mind. f 

I can think of no more dangerous man to have working 
in an agency which possesses so many military secrets as 
the office of the Coordinator of Information. 


Could you let me know if J ohnson is actually on 
Colonel Donovan's staff, and if not whethd**.he is working 
in any other Government agency. He should be investigated. 


if 


C£n~f - 

jj/ictory) 




y*y 

x vit., I o rj 


RECORDED 

& 

1 ^ ni A P iijr* 


P 


James Rov^e^ Jr. 

11 MAY S51942 
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Rifinnoi is asd* to your aeaorandua dated April 18, 19k2, 
advising of inforaation you received in confidaae* eonesming Mr. Philip 
Johnson who is reportedly employed in ths Offics of Coordinator of 
Xnforaation, Washington, D. C. It is notod froa your asjaorsndua 
Ur. Johnson is a profosssd "intellectual Fascist" and is thought to be 
intiaatsly acquainted with Lawrence Dennis, Gerald L. X. Saith and 
Father Coughlinj further, you request to be advised if Hr. Johpson _v . 
t. « -ploy- of th. M«.1 o»v«™-nt .t th. pr~nt tlm.^7) (£)( 

For your inforaation, an inquiry conducted by the Washington 
Field Office of this Bureau on April 2U, 191*2, has failqd tp reveal any 
l&ig^tidfc'ihAt Mr. Johnson is eaployed by any branch of the doverruaent. 
LhJus bi ^r^edfhythe Boston, Massachusetts, Field Officejthat 

is^fll 9 wrpVws^fly enrolled at Harvard University' taking an 

architecture* 

As rauMCptts rsfsrsnces appear in ths files of thUPBafeau 
conSerfOM^W.* PhililL.Jdhnaon, there is attached hereto. cofi^of a 
BeaordAR^j^ted^i|uaA9Prs.l9u2, which seta forth all ^ert^nej^r daha 
with respect to thls psrwon whose full naas is 

* * Mafldential inforaation. a is 


Mr. T#l*oa_ ± 

Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Cle«r_ 

Mr. GUria_ 

Mr . Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols,_ 

Mr. Rossa 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carsoa 

Mr. Coflay_ 

Mr. Handoa_ 

MfrllaU oma a —, 
Mr. McGair^X 
Mr. Quina 
Mr. Naaaa > < 
Mi as Gandhis 


Q$Qfj4«nti*l infoimtiou, * v&rrm 
being aade wnm u sspsoW to Mr. Johnson to aore ful^ 
and to ascertain if he nay be engaged in activities i 
interests of this O ev sraa snt. 


up his background 
sal to the best 


Enclosure 
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,, John Edgar Hoover 
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K«t Philip Cortslyan Johnson -2- April 27, 1942 

It is reported that Philip Johnson ha© ham closely as¬ 
sociated with Lawrence Dennis. Dennis la turn l« reported to bar© 
h*©a very friendly with Or. Pricdrleh Auhgen, eonvleted Dorman 
propagandist and with Manfred Sapp. A letter dated Ooteher 21, 1939, 
to Philip Johnson from Dennis, Is as fellowet 


*420 Warwick Avenue, 
West Inglewood, S. J. 

Cetobor 21, 19.19 


"Dear Philip*- 


*1 ©noloso a letter froa Paul and «y reply. 1 don’t send ea his as. 
largely froa ay stuff, as yea already saw aueh ef it, theugh it is now 
greatly improved due te ny seeond re-write. It etlll laeks oomph, be¬ 
cause you oaanet write good pannhlets objectively. 1 think he wants to 
preserve anonymity, at leant until the thing has get a respectable fal¬ 
lowing. Well that eeuld he arranged. We eeald write noet of the first 
drafts, 1st hla edit and tons It down, and then circulate it under any 
formal* considered practical and expedient. X an eearlneed we eeuld 
rapidly build up a following if the stuff provided the isolationists 
with an araory of ideological weapons. % following, in this oeattention, 
I sorely mean readers who would aeeept our jj||t and com will bo dish¬ 
ing it out ns their own. this sort of Job, however, can be well dene 
only by a group in haraeny. It suet be definite and affiraatlve and 
give the readere seaething te believe and a pat theory ef what is hap¬ 
pening. People want certainty and they eaaaet get it from supposedly 
objective writings, Wet makes Dorothy Thompson a mighty influence 
is mainly her certainty and passion. Hundreds of news aper Journeymen 
would write Just a© well if only they espoused passionately some af¬ 
firmative thesis, like that of getting us into war. 

*1 think getting out a beck by March or Juet before we go te war a 
major met. 


*1 have been r>laying along with Palmer feeling that the longer he re- 
». to iso. aaine idle and unadjusted the stronger will be his urge to do something. 
1 IT "“Bitter emparlance is going te drive him to us, I calculate. He must 

nr. B. A. Tamm 

“do semething. 

Mr. Clegg __ 

Mr. Glavtn 

Mr. Ladd 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

dr. 

dr. 


Tracy 


.*As soon as you get bask, we should go down te see hla. A© I say in 

—my letter te Palner X have an lntroduetisa te Senator Boyne Ids from a 
—?* P. ef the Manufacturers Trust who le one of ay eubserlbers. I 
—think our strategy should be to turn out something which eeuld be read 
~ and used by men like Senator Reynolds, Beanet Clark, Yaadeaburgh, 

Car50n ^-JLindbergh, etc* Writing for a email influential public and having no 
eo,,w —. - oxgaaisatlon of dumbbells te embarrass us, we might be able to go on 
Herato ” _„xight through a war, by observing a little caution and iaueado. The 

_Week from London hae been going and sueeeedlng for sir years by writing 

M«»ire_intelligent and informed interpretation of foreign affairs, but always 

Quinn Tamm 


9Iss Gandy 









Ra» Philip OdrMliw Johaaaa 
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AtsrU 2? t 1943 


trwa U the Kosoow Um, without, of aouraa, omUf latlwUai tho 
Um. Am mil indlMtlfi fMt about tha book iUm tho Maaeew- 
Berlia hook-wp la that wharaaa thay fevaarly paaaed tha Saila, aow 
they mj M 17 aa uafamrahle war* agalaat Barlia bat thay subtly 
tmdaraiaa fc i Ut i. fhia aaaalatoaay with aaaa thaery. ama though 
tha thaery aajr ehaage, glvea intelligibility to writing aad iatarpre- 
tatioa. Wa saat hart that, that la tha aaa thing wa aaa giro whteh 
tha raadar aaa*t gat outalda tha aaaaoalat writings. 


lagarda fraa aa all,* .(97-316-94) 

A pragma far a aaatlag sponsored by tha fprtagflaid lyaaah 
af tha Aaarlaaa Follewehip faraa scheduled far January tt, 1940, la 
tha Aaditoriua af tha Sprlagfiald fora Tarata, Sprlagfiald, ttaaaa* 
ahaaatta, lists Philip Johaaaa aa tha aaia speaker af tha araalag, 
hla topic Paine "Aaarloa aad tha Her.* tha pragma iadlaataa that 
Fried rich E, Auhagaa, Direator of tha Aaa ri aaa Fellowship Poraa aad 
Editor af •Today*a Ohalleaga*, aaa alaa a apaahar. Tha following ap¬ 
pear a aa tha pragma ooaaaming Johaaoai 

•hr. Johaaaa la wall agulppad toaaswar thaaa fueatlaaa. la balaaga 
ta that eouragoaua aiaarlty af Aaoriaaaa which instate that AaerUa's 
foreign polity ahaald at all tlaaa ha guided hy Aaarlaa'c true later* 
aata. Moreover, dariag the throe aoatha prated lag tha war, hr. John* 
•aa vlaltad Eaglaad, Fraaea, Poland, aad taorad tha BaUntaa aa far 
•oath a« farkay. Tha outhraak of tha war found hla la Health. Aa 
aerraapaadaat af taday*a Ohallaaga. tha offlalal argaa af tha %il- 
aaa Fallawahlp Fsrua, Hr. Johaaaa aaaa apan lad tha twaai amp aa 
lta Pali ah aaapalga, A kaaa obaerrar aad a hrillftaat apaakar, hr. 
Johaaaa will girt yea hath a wield platora aad aa aatiraly aav par- 
apaatlwa of tha great atroggla la Europe.* (61-7560-5232) 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Tracy 


Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Ho llom< 

Mr. McGuire 


Qtte Bualller who waa native la hi orgaaiaatlaa of tha 
Aaarloaa Fallawahlp faraa, Springfield, Maaaaekaeette, la 1989 la 
••operation with Dr. frit# Aahagea aad Baa Gatthelf reported that 
Johaaaa waa brought ta Springfield, Kaaaaehaeette la 1940 by Xaa 
Gatthelf, Johaaaa la raportad ta ham addraaaad a aaatlag of tha 
Aaarlaaa Fallawahlp faraa. Xt waa wold that hla apetth daalt aa* 

"'ll rely with trltlaiaa of tha Aaarlaaa prate, aad that ha atatad 
—that ha paraenally kaaw that Aaarlaaa aawapapara publlahad aethiag 
but lias aoaaaralag ft ama ay, that tha truth waa aemr rawaalad. 

~ Tha iaforwaat atatad that tha iaprossloa waa area tad with hla that 
— Aahagea, Got the If aad Johaaaa aad tha Aaarlaaa fallawahlp faraa wera 
po slbly aaplaywd hy SM frawagaafta Hlalatry af tha Baal Gam raa a a t. 

—(100-55301-2) 

Coaoamlag the seating la Springfield, Maaaaahaaatta aa Jaaa* 
—ary 36, 1940 aa iafamaat reported approxlaataly ISO paraaaa attended. 
—This aaatlag waa addraaaad hy Dr. Fradaria X. F. Auhagaa af law lark, 
—aad Philip Johaaaa. Johaaaa waa daaarlbad aa aa author aad laaturar 
._who had just returned fraa a two aoath trip aa tha aeatlnoat aad waa 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Nease 


Miss Gandy 









Hoi Philip Cortolyaa Johuos -4- April 87. 1943 

writing for » aagaslae. Johnson charged that Aaorloa woo littlo nor* 
than n "British Colony*. Mush of hit lino was spent in criticising 
aowopaporo, and ho salt thoro wao no $rath la Geraaao uprising against 
Hltlor, as Coraaao wars not going to fall a sooonA tins for tho Sag- 
liOh "lino*. (100-41842-3) 


la February 1940, aa laforaaat aoatienod that oao Philip 
Johnson, 7fl*3rt Avoauo* Von lark City, * vrltor for Social Jus ties, 
hat boon active la tho Aatl-Jovioh Movsasnt. Johnson was-roportod 
to bo an ardent Maol and to greot his frloads with a rigid Hltlor 
salute, So lo allogod to have given $90 to Potor Stahreaberg of tho 
latloaalist Prooo Aooooiatioa, 306-Soot 13th Street, Sow York City, 
for propaganda purposes. Johnson is supposed to roooiv# aa 1neons froa 
aa oztronoly wealthy olotor who is said to own a well known hotel la 
franco, (fil-7850-32) 


A confidential laforaaat reported that on April 39, 1940, 
Philip Johnson, Lawrence Bonnie, and othere attended a seating of a 
group which not weekly, tho sooting being hold in a asall Italian 
restaurant in Haw Tolfc City, the laforaaat stated that Bean Is pro- 
elalas hissolf as a 1 evolutionist, and ouhoerlboo to tho Satloaal 
Socialist way of life. (61-9879-1) 


In Hoy 1940, it was reported that Philip Johnses, 792H|rd 
Avenue, roar, law Yevh City, was allogod to bo en ga ge* la Sstl actlvl- 
tioo in Mow York. City. Bo wee described so tho oca of a president 
eltinea who formerly lived at Cleveland, Ohio. So was said to havo 
had various Cernaa frloads who hod evidenced a otroag latercet Jr 
■ntl fora of Qovo rn aoat. Johnson was reported to have boon graduated 
froa Harvard in 193fl| to havo oa oneolloat ooonaad of tho Cerana Ian- 
gnagof to ho highly one liable and according to tho inforaaat to bo a 
honesexual. Johasea waa said to bo iatcrectod la aodora architecture, 
aad to havo opeaeored tho latoraatioaal Arehitootural Inhibits which 
wore hold la this Country. The laforaaat stated that la hi* conver¬ 
sations elnoo 1933 Johnson has expressed hie interest is the eoalag 
revolution and hee stated that things will bo different "when tho rove- 
Mr T#ls#n lutlen ooaoo". This scarce advised that Johnson is a close frload of 

*“*--“Sawroaoo Bonnie, and that Johasea formed aa organisation known as tho 

Me. E. A. Tamm -^ Shirt* ia 1934* ( 100-32734-X) 

Mr. Ctegg ^ * 


Mr. Ladd 


It wao reported la Juno 1940 by tho Office of Saval Intelli¬ 


gence that oat Phili p Joha sea 1« prc-Sasl aid suspoetod of hoiag a 

Nichols -spyi that* ho wao ia demaagr at tho tin* of tho Polish lavaoioai that 

"'•*««—-ha was bora la Clsvolaad, Ohio, aad presently recclvac a good lacaac 

" r - Tr * cy -from stocks which he inherited. Ho Is reported a* having close aooeela- 

e,r * on --tloa with tho 1st* lucy Leag, Gerald Smith, aad lather Coughlla. 

*>«*»...4100-37734-X2) (100-32734-5) 


Mr. Hendon ^ 

m,. ho iiom*n __ It _wn* anonymously reported ia Jaao 194"- that Philip Johnson, 

Mr. McGuire ^ th o son of Honor I. Johnson, a Clsvolaad attorney, had for years boon 
Mr. Quinn Tamm working for eeaataalea aad all the other "Isas", and had aad* several 


Mr. Nease 








Ret Philip Cortelyan Johnson -8- April 37, 1942 

trip* to XjagrQpo for this purpose. It was said that when Germany con¬ 
quered Horway Johnson jumped up and dona sayInc, "Hurrah, Hurrah for 
the Mails. We won*. His relatives wore reported to he good el tisens 
of the United States and to feel very badly over Johnson*« activities. 

(]/>0-32r34-Xl) 

A confidential informant reported la Juae 1940 that Lawrence 
Beanie has as one of hie closest associates one Philip Johnson who has 
visited Gernany practically every suaaer since the rise of Hitler, and 
Is a rabid Hitlerite. Johnson's address was given as 781-Srd Avenue, 
Sew York City. (97-218-7) 

la July of 1940 a confidential lnforaant advised that Philip 
Johnson is the son of a wealthy Clove land lawyer, and has been very 
active politically for naay years. He has been closely identified 
with the political activities of the late Huey P. Long and the lev. 
Charles 1 . Coughlin, is an avowed Hasl and hat travelled extensively 
la the Third Reich. He la well known and trusted la Osman official 
circles and practically every sunner he has gens to Germany tc visit. 
He we a guest of the Osman a ray staff during the war in Poland and 
hat inspected the Seigfried Line. 


This infomeat related that Johnson has written ae a cor¬ 
respondent for the **gn|$yKm, * Social Justice* while in Europe and hat 
directed political campaign* for Representative Martin Sweeney of Ohio, 
in whose district Johnson maintains a large estate. He it a consis¬ 
tent apelegist and propagandist for Hitler. He writes for various maga- 
slnes and lectures considerably. Oat of tho aagaslaet he has writtsn 
for is the nagaslne entitled, •Today'* Challenge*, the offloial maga- 
sine of the American Fellowship Fora. Johnson has delivered tirades 
against the British at nestings of this allegedly pro-Iasi American 
Fellowship Forua. He has lectured'without fee for the W.P.A. but was 
released because of Me natl-3 emi ti e-pro-Has 1 discourses. 


The informant advised further that several months earlier 
Johnson planned to go to Germany as a war correspondent for the maga- 
tlne "Forum” but nothing earn* of these plan*. His home has been the 
Mr>TaiMn weekly meeting place of aetlvo Hasl propagandist* who discuss the 
a. E . a ^*1 taken by Germany in the war. Johnson has contributed 

m! c b ^ “financially to the upkeep of Joseph X. McWilliams of the Chrietiar 
Mf" cuavir* Hbbilisere. He has very good social connections with pereone of wealth 
" , G,av,R —xrad position and spreads hi* Mail doctrine* to these people. Infer- 
Mr - l * du —*aot described him ae about 40 year* oldj 5* 6* tall* weighing 160 lb** 

-Hair, grayish and trim* Complexion, fair. His alleged occupation is 

Mr ' "°‘™-that of a broker and he is said to be wealthy and independent. He ie a 

"" r- TrKV -University graduate. ( 61 - 9879 - 22 ) 

Mr. Carson 


- In August 1940 a resident of Sew York City whs said that he 

-known Philip Johnson, 781-Hrd Avenue, Hew York City, for several 

"r-"o''®™™__yaare, observed that Johnson's apartment was filled with many books, 

Mr- McGuire_.apparently dealing with lasllem. Communism, Faeelem and various other 

Mr. Quinn Tamm doctrines being preached throughout Europe. Among the various books 


Mr. Nesse 


Mfss Garnlw 
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in Johnson's apartment were ths following) 

•I OZV HITLIR," by UJDXCKX 
toy L80K M0T3XY 

•BIGHALI DKH wma ZXXT, * toy SX. 00XBBXL8 
•amiftirT'S THIRD XXPIXX." toy MOXLLJR TON DIR BH0CI 
•HAMDBACH DM FUS1XTXA&S, " toy T. H. FRITSCH 
•WHAT MARX PJ5ALLT MXAX¥,« toy X, S. X. COLS 
"SOUbUITXHDIXXgr XlXKnfKHREI CX, " toy KURT KBS SB 
•AUTAXKU," toy fXXDHASD ?XIX9 
"AMIRI EA USD WIR," toy X1XIST JACKS 
lAfSKR COUOBLIX'S "XADIO DISCOURSIS" 

SOXBAJSflS "SXSXXATXOXAL OXOSOM1XX" 

ClAPFALLI'S "VXXLS BNGLAHD SLSPT" 

PAUL KSAXOiBAL'S "DtoS, OXflAXFSCHX WSLTSBXLD* 

A s«l of boohs,"THS DTHAMICS OP VAX AMD 
XSTOLDTXOV, • toy UW12«JICS SX HIS 
"BIX STAHLOS-WXTfiSX." toy XXRiST JOTOXS. 

"PHILOSOPHY OF P1IXB&ICH XISTZSCHI" 

This informal related far ths r that some firs yonrs previous 
Johnson hod oadoarorod too inlsrssl Ihs inforasa1 la joining an organic 
zalion eallod ths Cray Shirts which was described toy the informant as 
very anti-Semitic. fhe informant reintoed further that npen one occasion 
when he arrived at Johnson's apartment there were flwe visitors present 
all of whoa appeared too toe of foreign origin, mostly German, and that 
the meeting they ap p e ared toe toe helling broke wp epos the informant's ar¬ 
rival. Two of the asm wont Into another roan and engaged In a conversa¬ 
tion In a foreign language which the informant eonld met waderstand. How¬ 
ever, they later talked in kflisto and one of them said toe the ether that 
their best system wemU toe too imelnde their theories in school books in 
such a way that the school books would be passed by the various Boards of 
Xdueetlen and inserted in the regular curriculum. The other nan replied 
that he could assist in the work, but not in an open wny inasmuch as ho 
hod been identified on sons previous occasion as having been engaged 
with fifth column activities. 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

ir. 

dr. 


tois.n The informant continued by saying that Johnson appeared to be one 

r . ~5T the few men in the United States who could jge to Germany and seealag- 

ly had access toe every secret the Qerman nation pOsseseed, being one of 
"the few who had visited their Vest Vail. Johnson was reported by the ln- 
--ferment to have been olese toe Buoy Long. The informant advised further 


Clegg 


- t ha t he had understood that Johnson had previously beam ceaaeetod with 

N,cho,^ -—-ths United States lavy and documents noticed in Jshason's apartment seamed 


r, Tracy 


Indicate that he warn trying too obtain a reserve eesmissien in the U.S. 
A questionnaire for the U 8, Xavai Research Officers' Class XT 
-(S), was noted by the informant and contained the following information) 


Ho Mo men 


>ftin Tamm 


PHILIP JOHISGX 
7S1 Third Avenue 
Hew Terk City 

lorn Cleveland, Ohio, 1X06. 
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Father - KOKSB. B. JOSHSOH, attorney now practicing 
In that city 

Mueatioa - Public school*, Cloraland, Ohio 
Penslonnat fhudleun, Geneva, Swltserland, 1919 
H*delay School, Tnrrytown, lew fork 
Graduated Harvard University la 1927 cub laudo 
languages - sp e ak s, reads and writes French and Gernaa 
Travels froa 1988 to 1940t 

2 yrs. ia Gerway, 1 yr. in France; 6 aos. in 
Ragland; visited besides every country ia Burope 
except Russia, Spain and larvay. 

Literary ce-anther of *HUt IHTSMaTIOH STYU" 

Co-author ABCHlTgCTS* 

Sditer and author *MAO!lHB AST" 

Business and Baseutlve Experience 

Arehiteetural Directsr of the Museua cf 
Modern drt, lev York, froa 1990 tc 1938. 

Managing Director of fevaeead Pane, lev 
London, Ohio, 1938. 

Have engaged generally and actively ia political 
endeavors against subversive elevente ia Ohio. 

Daring last visit to Bnrope accompanied derma 

troops ia the invasion of Poland as a free-lance 
writer. 

Bow lecturing oa Polish experiences before Amrlean 
Patriotic bodice and clubs, Beserve Officers' Clubs, 

Military Order of the World War, and others. 


The iafonaat else observed a letter froa aa Individual in 
California inquiring of Johnson the possibility of organising a Xatlonal- 
istie Party and asking If there were any present r aaas a ts of Huey long's 

eld party. (100-32734-X2) 


Proa a strictly confidential source it was reported that oa 
August 6, 1940, Tea St reaps 1 of the derma Babes*/ arranged for a meting 
with Philip Johnson of lev York. (Confile 65-28688-1X3) (&)(*) 


The following article appeared la the Cleveland Proas, September 7, 1940: 


Mr. E. A. Tamm 
Mr. Clegg ^ 
Mr. G lav in 


"HAGAXIHS W10WG m**"*"* 
CLSTBIJOroSH'S HI STORY* 


Hr - L “ dd —-^Charging that he ie a 'fascist intellectual*, the current Harper's 
m - Nlcho,s ^.Magasine erroneously described Philip Johnson, 84-yaar eld son of Hoaer 

Mr * Ro5en J.HL_John«on, proaineat Cleveland attorn#', as belonging to 'the Johnson 

Mr. Traey _ ^ ..and Johnson nodical supplies aanufmaturing fanlly *. 

Mr. Carson _ 

Mr.coffey "la an article titled 'The Aaerleaa Fascists*, Bale Xraaer asserts young 
m,. Hendon John son 'with a young friend naasd Alan Blackburn joined first Huey Long 
M,. Hoiioman jttd then Fothsr Coughlin in an endeavor to serve as brain-truster, and 
Mr. McGuire last fall he accompanied the deman arugr into Poland as correspondent for 

Mr. Quinn Tamm "Social Justice" ! 


Mr. Nease 


Miss Gandy 
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•Now, tho artUli mjti, )m ud L ivnim BmiIi, vks 'Malts ho would 
net tun down a <»U to power', oro planning to publish & aagasiao 
'la line with thoir riovo*. Johnson wow aakee hit km la Vow York.* 

(100-33734-8) 

Za September 1940 a confidential tnforaaat roportM that 
Lawrence Dennis, do woo native ia the Aaorloaa fellowship Porua aad 
whoto philosophy lookod to tho Iswar olsssss to bring shout a sow 
world ordor, was hlasslf aaahlo to establish a roal osataot with tho 
psopls. Tho iafoaaaat said that Philip Johaesa is aaoh asro ahls to 
aaho ths doslrod typo of osataot vltk tho aasoos* Tho iaforaaat said 
that ho has hoard Johaesa arouse his listeners to a degree of an 
whsrs hs oould haws Had thoa late iaaoftiats aotloa. (100-769-49X) 



Proa a striotly eoafidsatlal soures it woo loaraod that oa 
SsptoMor 17, 1940, oa Philip Johnson, attoaptod to osataot Yoa 3trsapol 
at tho derma Bsbasey, Mid loft laforaatlea as to dwo ho, Jofcassa, oould 
ho roaohod. This souroo also advised that mi Ssptoahor SO, 1940, oao 
Johnsea aads aa appoiataoat to aoot Dlrieh Yoa Oleosath of tho Osraaa 
Sahassy. (65-28683-1X30, 1X29^ 

Ths fsllswlag artiolo appoarod la tho ClovelaM Proas, Ootohor 3, 1940* 

•AMO99 91IKXD6 
If Boa Williams* 

•BBV8 SOWN Dr. friodrioh Xraost Awhagea, oduoator, lsotursr, writer aad 
sllok Iasi prepogcMlet, it arr ow to d 1a loo Angela* for etteaptiag to flow 
to Slimy, via Jspoa, while wader Dios Comities oa tpo ooa.. 


•Ashagea'e foreaset. pal hero woo Philip Johnson, a well-traveled, wsll- 
sdwoatod foldsa spooaor Moos oooial pooitioa (< is father is oao of tho 
tom's highly suoososfwl oorporatloa lawyers) gave tho patriotic professor 
eatry late seas of oor hoot aM asst realistic 


"Youac Johasoa, da is faits a follow at a o d o ra architecting, Xtaliaa art 
eritlslslag aad gsntloasa■f aralag (at Sow loader), was a ooatrihutor of 
Amhagea's aagaslaa. (Johasoa 1 • peaphi*tearing exporlease iaoludes praiso- 
ful passing for the Into Sasy Wag aM a few ooatrihatims to father Cough” 
Mr TO, *°"-Ha's Social Justloo). 

tlr, E. A, Tamm ____ 

" r C "“——ftJohasea wrote 'realistic* pieces froa Paris aM Borlia for Auhagoa's 
" r - e,nin - —Today's Challenge, aad ooatrlhuted oao froa tho 9.1. frost to ths offset 
Mr - Udd ——that tho trowhlo with thio oouatry is that its high-alMod rich people 
Wlth0,s —ar o a 't baring Dahios of tea saough. Zt was pretty this racial staff aloag 

Mr RM “_Aha Seshhels liaos. 

Mr. Tracy _ 


.•Johnson aM lawreaso Doaais, who aakos no effort to ocaooal his Hitler-. 


Mr. Carson __ 

Mr. coney_gfn^s loosiags, got orooM ClovelaM la hshalf of Awhagea'o Aaorloaa 

Mr. _fellowship form. As lately as fthroaty, Aohagea was heaatiag thio outfit 

Mr. Holloman had grewa froa a local lew York orgeatsation late a natioaal oaa. Bo lie- 
Mr. McGuire^ tod ClovelaM as oao of its chapter*. * 

Mr. Quinn Tamm __ 

Mr. Nease _ 


(100-38734-8) 


Miss Gandy 
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Iht fallowing article appeared in the Cleveland Fmm, 
October 3, 1940* 


•SOCIALITY CALLED 
HAZl APOLOOISf 


’'■'ortune Magas Inc is Its October issue asserts that Philip Jenson, 
socialite son of Hemer *. Johnson, proalaant Clawsland attorns/, la a 
‘pro-fascist' anther of articles in a publication which the aagaslae 
isserts Is used as an apologist for Revise. 

•la an article titled, 'the M ar ef lervesj U. S. front," Fortune discus- 
sos iadlwldnala a ad organisations oonnaetad with lasl propaganda, naalag 
The Americas fellowship Foma, for whose official organ Mr. Johnsoa has 
written. 


"Founders of the Foma ware Dr. Friedrich S. Auhagen, a naturalized Goman, 
and George S/lwester Tiereek, vail known daman propagandist. Dr. Auhagea 
was arrested yeeterdry in Los Angelas for ouastlonlag b/ Dies Committee 
investigators seeking lnforaatlon about Mas! organisation la this country. 

"Batched in Cambridge, Hasschusetts, today, Mr. Johnson said he had not 
/at seen Forties's art 1 ole, but oategorleallj denied being active la the 
Aaericaa Fallewahlp Ferea or a friend of Dr. Auhagen.” (100-32734-8) 

Jrm a eonfldaatlal source It vat learned In January 1941 that 
Philip Cortelyea Johaaon is conmectsd with the Foreign Policy Association 
in lew fork City. (100-32734-8) 


In March of 1941, a eonfldaatlal informant advised that tha 
American Fellowship Foma vac founded by Dr. Frederick 1. Ambages, and 
that its official organ was "today's Challenge*. Philip Johnson was 
named as one of the contributor# of arttales to this Aagaslae, other 
contributors being Geerge Sylvester Tiersek, Lawrence Dennis, and others. 
(61-9879-128) 


Mr. E. A, Tamm 


Mr. Clegg 


From a confident lrl source la Boston, Mas salines tts, it ms 
—reported In Mef^Gdl that Philip Gertelyaa Johnson, 996 Memorial Drive, 
Cambridge, Maseaohuaetts, was retorted to bo the loader of the Toung 
—Fascists in this country, and was an aesoeiato of luey Long and Father 
Coughlin. This source reported that Johnses van bora la lew London, 
Ohio, July 3, 1906, end is the sen of Boaer K. Johnson, Cleveland, Ohio. 
—(100-32734-l) 


Mr, Tracy ^ ^ ^ _ ^ A confidential source in Cambridge, Massachusetts, advised in 

■r- «=■»»■»" Jane 1941, that Philip Johnson, 995 Moaorlal Drive, Cambridge, Maasaehu- 

Mr. coffey _petts, was knovm la Germany end in Europe as a representative of Father 

a,. Hendon___Coughlin, aad that while in Gemaay he was connected with the Geraen 

Mr. Hollomen Propaganda Ministry under Goebbsls. (100-32734-3) 


Mr. McGuire_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Mr. Nease 


Miss Gandy 
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Yarlous allegations that Philip Johnson is a aeabar of 
the Johnson family who own Johnson and Johnson Medical Supplies 
Company hare been wle, that Company denies that there is any eonnee- 
tion between the two families. (100-33734-2X) 

In July 1941 r«n individual in Sew York City, who request¬ 
ed that his identity net be revealed, advised that prior to Romany's 
occupation of France, he was la Bordeaux, France, and while there a 
Miss Theodate Johnson was a voluntary enployee at the Galtad States 
Consulate Office. Ser husband, whose anno wee Blanpeh, wae known to 
bo the owner of n hotel in Belgian. In conversation with this girl 
the iafomaat learned that the had a brother Philip Johnson who was 
apparently actively associated with the Fascists in this country, and 
he was known to bo a friend of Lawrence Dennis. 


In a recent conversation with Theodate Johnson the inform¬ 
ant learned that her brother had a sudden thirst for architecture and 
h d gone to Harvard University for study in this subject. Informant 
related further that Johnson maintains a very largo radical library 
and is known to bo a fanatic on the subjects of Vasleu and Faaeiss. 

Ha nentiuned that Johnson has always been suspected of eng< ging in 
Ceram propaganda rad is known to be very anti-Seal tic in his feelings 
(100-32754-5) 

The Toledo, Ohio, Police Department, reported in September 
1941, that an organisation known me the Young Vntiennlicts w*s forced 
at a public neetlng held nt Toledo, Ohio, January 10, 1937, and it 
was reported that the organisation was formed by Philip Johnson and 
another, end that nest ef the nehbere of tbs Osman-Aneriean Bend 
joined It. The organisation collapsed in 1938 or 1939. Johnson's 
address was given as lew Leaden, Ohio. (100-32734-8) 


In September 1941 on employes of the Metropolitan Husoes 
ef Modern Art, Hew York City, informed that Philip Johnson had estab¬ 
lished the architectural section of the Museum, and had beau associa¬ 
ted with the Museua since about 1930 to 1934. This informant stated 
that Johnson had been Interested la on organisation knows as the Cray 
Shirts, end that later he had joined the Huey Long Movement, He was 
subsequently reported to have been identified with the Townsend Xove- 

Hr ‘ T '“"-—nent in Ohio. This informant related that In her opinion Johnson is 

n,.s. a.T amm— R vicious type ef individual who Iso danger to the eenauaity, 

»'■ «'•«« --out that he is n facetle for social reform. Is has indicated in eon- 

Mr. oiavin——jrarsatione that he is discetisfied with the present "set up" of the 
—Daited States. 


Mr. LCdd ^ 

Mr. Nichols 


Mr. Tracy 


Mr. Coffey 


Mr. Holloman 


_ Another informant in How York City who was associated with 

.^Johnson in the Muceun edvieed In September 1941 that ha had been ia- 

_to retted with Johnson in the formation ef the ®ray Shirts. Be said 

the purpose of this organisation was to discuss social reforms sad 

_political events; that the organisation disbonded after heldlag a few 

meetings. Be informed that Johnson did research work for Buoy Long 


Mr. MCGuire — 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Necse 


Miss Gandy 
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whloh im by Leas' s death, lotoita lat«r beeaae active ia 

the Towneead Moveaeat la Ohio. Xa th« la ttor part of 1936 dohasem to- 
eaao interested la father Coughlin** Kovoaeat, had a poraoaal launiat 
with Father Coughlin, aad tharaaftar haaaaa aotlvu la the aovoaeat aad 
wrote several artlelee far "Seoial Justioo". According to this informal 
dohaoon le a patriotic individual who had act ret feend the aetlvltr tr 
pelltieal soooept that he eeold fellev. Be said that dehaaoa ie priaarily 
a theorist aad his experieaeee with Baer lea* aad the fowaeead Hevoaeat 
were aerelr aa effort to pat eeae of hie theorlao late praotio*. 

Xa October 1941, Villiaa Shlrer advised that he did met kaew 
mieh aore about debase* thaa appeared la "Berlin Blary*. Be related 
that ha had sows aa artlele la ss*e aegaola* that debase* was furnishing 
faads for a fasolst orcealsatiea aad was asooeiatod viht ksmw Beanie. 

Hr. Shlrer said that tha thlad that laprosood hi® la devaaar was that the 
eorrespeadeats seloeted to *0 to the freat with the Oermao were a soae- 
what select few representing lapertaat pahlleatloas la the United States, 
pet dohasea repreeeatiac father Coughlin's "Social das ties* was seloeted 
to go. Bo said that dehasoa was fated hr the Oeraaa authorities la shares 
of the press eorrespeadeats aad ther were fait* solicitous about bio wel¬ 
fare. they treated dohasea la wash the saae war that they treated aa 
ladivldaal aaaod Lathrep Stoddard, who was the author of a pre-Seraaa 
booh aa titled "The Biotas fide of Culture 11 . Shlrer related that ho did 
aot see dohasea la Cormajr after the trip referred to la his beck. (100-32734-5 

Aa iadividual eeaaeeted with the larsard University Nasos* 
advised la Ostehsr 1941 that Philip Certelraa dohasea wae very pro-Hasl 
aad was ideatlfied aa the sen# Iadividual seatleaed la Vllliaa Shlrer'e 
"Borlla Blary*. (100-32734-7) 

Military Xatelllcoaee Division reported la Oeteber 1941, that 
Philip dohasea, fowto—d fame. Vow Leadoa. Ohio, le a eeatrlbater to 
various publioatleao of lawreaoo SsasU. Aj^T 218-98 ^ 

Xaforaatie* was rooolvod la noVeaber rtil that there le evi¬ 
dence la the art world that eeeoeae le buying Oeraaa art ia the United 
States fer Hitler. She Identity of this person was aot doflaltolr 00 * 

«'■«'«"_tahUshed, bat ho waa bellowed by iaforaaat to bo Philip dohasea dos- 

s . a. T.mn. jutihod si to AsstIms Baal who at om tins did seas work with eshibi- 
_Haas at the Naooe* of Modem Art, Vow fork City. (100-32734-4) 

Mr. G levin . 

Mr. u«o . la Scomber 1941 the Sheriff at Berwalk, Ohio, odvisod that 

Mr . Nichois Phi lip dehasoa Is hamleee, that he Jstet has a lot of aeasy with aething 
Rosen to d o bat travel around aad spend it, betas a anleaaae to hiaeelf aad 

-r . TrKJf ^_o vor yoao else. Be said that dohasea 1 • feeily are reepeetable eltlseas 

mt. cirton “oad that they are fuite aaaeyed by their eoa'e peeeliarltleei (100-32734-8) 

Mr. Cotley , 

*r. „endo*i _ Xu Boowbor 2941 as iudividuol ooBaoeted with the Bo<dcefoiler 

Mr._-TK5eo* la Bow Torit City, and who has boon ao%ualatod with dehasoa' o 

family for a washer of year* advised that while dohasea was ia oolloge 
ho had had throe nervous breakdowns aad whoa the iaforaaat learned 

Mr. Quinn Tamm _ 

Mr. Neasc _ 


Miss Gandy 










Bet Philip Cortslyan Johnson -13* April 87, 1848 

that Johnson favored Dm Sail mi»« he, Dm Informal, believed Dint 
thi* mis another aorvouo breakdown. Xt wae reported to Dio informalt 
Dm! when Johnson fait hit nrohlteetotal studies to Join ftuf Imi 
ho had r marked Dual hie ebjeetlre alone nrohl too taral liaoo eenld 
only ho aeeeapUohed hr a change of Oereraaeat, (100-32734-7) 

Proa a strictly ooafidoatlnl source 1% «no learned in 
Deembsr 1941 that Jehaeoa did net poeeeoe say aaterial shewing oar 
ooataot with pereeao of donna aaaeo or tendencies. It wae elated 
that Johnson had received a letter dated la Senator 1941 frsn Lonle 
Kira tola, Preeidoat of the Aooooiated Jewish Philanthropies. The 
letter acknowledged a donation. (100-32734-12) 

In Seeeaber 1941 an iadlridaal eeaa oo ted with Barrard Uni¬ 
versity and epoolflaallr the Civilian Defense Unit aad who had aloe 
been as so si a tod with Johnson at the Metropolitan Mucous In Sew Terk 
City stated that Jehaeea while at the Unsown had on aaay osessions 
expressed his adalyatlea for wriou Paeolet Mo ro a m to aad then had 
suddenly one day aaneunoed that he was going to Louisiana to work for 
Huey Long. (100-32734-7) 

An Iadlridaal eenaeeted with Barrard Ualrerslty adrised la 
Deoeaber 1941 that Philip Oortelyna Johnson had beoeae a amber of the 
Barrard Salt of Dm Olrlllaa Defense Organisation. So had been head 
of the ladle Conn!ttee In eeaaeotloa with Die pragma of this organi¬ 
sation aad as wash was a amber of the Steering fl m a l t too, the pelley 
aaktag group of the organisation. Smbsegumtly he had boon dropped 
froa hie position no ehalraaa, bat wae reportedly still engaged in 
Olrlllaa Defease work. 


This informal stated that there is a dlrislea of opinion 
aaeag individuals at Sarrard, eeae believing that Johnson has refereed 
in his attitude toward deaeeraey aad Baalim, mile ethers feel that 
hie present iaaetlrity Is no g Ids to hie Inner feelings on these 
aattere. In the iaferaant's opinion Johnson is net a seriously 
dangerous individual as regards the welfare of ear sowntry. (100-32734-7) 


Mr. C. A. Tamm 


A professor at lerrard University adrised in Deember 1941 
■—that Johnson had requested an opportunity to do eeae work for the 
—Civilian Defease Unit at Barrard. Be had expressed e preference for 
—none lneenepieneue role and In the iaferaant's opinion Johnson was 

— slasers, had given up the ideas previously held by hla, and was try- 

— lag to rehabilitate htaself and to oorroet poopin'e Uroressioas of 

— .hln. 


Mr. Quinn Tamm 


Informant related that Johnson's being planed as ehalraaa 
«#f the Badlo Coaalttoo had boon subject to erltleies In rim of 
- Johnson'• background, and men this being ealled to Jehneon's 
„attention he agreed to drop this position, but roguootod that ho bo 
-jallewed to oontlnus working for the organisation. The Inforaaat 
roiteratod that ho boliorod Johnson regretted hie poet, had direreed 


Miss Qandy 





Boi Philip Cortaljra Johnson -13- April 27, 1942 

tha uUou rifwiiai hitlM prowlously held h? Ui mad mow anas 
tl« aftpiitagH of Aawtrujr, 

7h« informal fools itiw|l| that Johnson had mvw Ira 
oaaaoatad with tha hud aad had aavar hnlaafod fa map tatnlltarira 
croup, fat vat ladapaadaat In hla idaas aad aaliaaa, (100-32734-7) 

Philip Jo ha so* it raportad to ha to foralshad all of tha 
aoata iatolrad io tha printing of havroaon Donaia* hook "*ha Ejaraias 
of War aad lavolatia*,* pri&tad h? tha fladdoa Craftsman, Oaadaa, lav 
Jnranjr. Canal a ia raportad to havn aaid this vans? vaa advaaend hjr 
Johnson aa a gift to Ua. Johnson la alae raportad ta harm haaa a 
pupil of warn* Somhart, a aaiaatlat ia Comma?, rad ta harm traaalatad 
a hook writ ton bp Soahart aatltlad *Vnltrasahaaag Solano* rad Xoonoajr*, 
whloh vaa prlntad by tha Toritas Praam with Johaaoa'a flaraolal teukiai. 
(65-951-44) 

la Daaaafcar 1941 it vaa' raportad that a "Citlsaas Arajr* vaa 
to ha foraad apoaraatl? ia lav fork Oitjr, aad that thia aray vaa to 
ho orgralsad a loaf tha linaa of military units. It vaa raportad that 
tha unit* would raaaahla aa elaaaly aa poaalhla tha ftora fraapara of 
Coma?, aad that thia an? vaa "to taka ©war* whan troubla atarta, 
tha axaot aatura of treahla not halac Indio*tad. Xt appaara that tha 
"Citiaaaa An?* vaa ta ha aontrallad hy an Xraar Girala, and oao Philip 
Johaaoa, lavraaaa Praia, and othara vara rafarrad ta aa tha laaar 
Girala. fha soars* a# thia iafanatlaa vaa not alaar aa to whothar or 
not tha Xaaar Ciral* ta akin Philip Jahnaon halaafo la idantlaal with 
tha laaar Girala la tha "Oitlaaaa injr*. (ioo-64193-l) 

la Janaat? IMS, it vaa laanad fro* a aaafldaatlal aooraa 
that a*a Philip J a haa a a, lav lav d a a , Ohio, vaa iaalndad la a Hat of 
aaaaa to who* propaganda aad othar oorroapaadoaa* had haaa aallad t? 
tha Cornu Xvhaaa? I* hashingtoa, D. 0. (65-5323-215) 



Mr. Qufnn Tamm 
Mr. Naase 


Miss Gandy 
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65-744 

The father of the subject has an office in the Union Commerce Building. 

Only two checks have passed this month, one to the Curtis Publish¬ 
ing Company, Both checks were signed by N, B. JOHNSON, The balance of the 
account always is approximately twenty-five hundred dollars. The subject 
has no commercial or savings account and no safety deposit box. 

Further information concerning the subject’s family is contained 
in the report of Special Agent G. E. IRWIN, Cleveland, Ohio, dated January 12, 
1942. 

REFERRED UPON CCMPIETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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T-l Hits rLOEMbgKlLSH, Union Bank of Conmerce. 
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PHILIP. -CORTBLYM JOHNSON, also known as 
Phi 15 ^-"Johnson 
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REFERENCE 


DETAILS 




CHARACTOLQTCAif t A ; ?% Q]|TA*i4EP 




SYNOPSIS OPFACTS: 


Subjeoh vwSTthdrew from Harvard University sometime during latter 
push a* -February, claimng ^ have obtained a position in 
Washi ngten with a Government propaganda agency. Returned to 
Cambridge two days later, having been the victim of some mis- 
urderstahding or mis-information. Examination made of Subject’s 
bank account at the Cambridge Trust Company, Cambridge. Among 
ot^e'r contributions were noted two of |100 oach to the American 
Defense 1 Harvard Club, and also of the same amount to the Asso¬ 
ciated Jewish Philanthropies. Subject unknown to the Treasurer 
of the Harvard Defense Club, and recalled by the haad of the 
Associated Jewish Philanthropies as being a class mate of his 
, eon at Harvard University. Af mwgv / *.&. '/, 

RKQ. fuse' D / - . 7 r- . 

p RSP-’X- FORW. /A- - 5- V, 

B Z-).4c,£/" . c 

Report of Special Agent J. A. BRENNAN, at Boston, Mass., datea 
3—5—42 « 

Letter from Bureau to Boston Field Division dated 4-29-42. 

Letter from Washington Field Division to Bureau dated 5-1-42. 

AT CAMBRIDGE, MSS. 

jUpdn being re-contacted telephonicallyj §jr» CKAURCEY DUPEW 
^TESLE, JR., Manager of the Continental Hotel, advised that 
-he'Bad been mis-informed relative to Subject’s connection 
with ti*e Office of Facts and Figures iA Washingtoa,- D, , . 

He st^t£d ^hat at the time he originally inforaed-Agent, - . 

I|jpubject Badf declared that he was leaving^dr such a position ' 
that' he hA^L, jvsturned two or three days-later and resumed 
resiqKpnje at the Hotel. No reason was given by him for his 
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Mrs. SALLY RAABE, Secretary at the Harvard Graduate School of Architecture 
was telephonically contacted and advised that PHILIP JOHNSON, several months 
previous, had given written notice of his withdrawal from the School of 
Architecture, claiming to have accepted a position with some Government Ag¬ 
ency, the exact title of which she could not recall, but believed it to be 
either the Office of Pacts and Figures or the Coordinator of Information. 
Subject went to Washington by plane, and returned to school, resuming at¬ 
tendance two days later. No explanation was given to the school authorities 
according to Mrs. RAABE, but the rumor was that Subject had sometime ago 
applied for a position with this particular Government agency and had re¬ 
ceived a telegram to report immediately for employment* 

An examination wa% made of the Subject’s disbursements, since September 1, 
1941, from his bank aocount at the Cambridge Trust Company, through inspec¬ 
tion of canceled checks, by means of the recordak, as this bank merely 
photographs the face of the canceled checks it was impossible to develop 
any information concerning endorsers. Among the disbursements during this 
period were noted the following* 


9/8/41 * 

9/27/41 

10/2/4*. 

10/29/41 

10/29/41 

11/21/41 

11/21/41 

12/1/41 

12/1/4* 

12/19/41 

12/20/41 

2/7/42 

2/2O/42 

3/21/42 

3/28/42 


LIONEL CT PERERA 

American DEFENSE- HARVARD CLUB 

INSTITUTE OF MODERN ART 

LIONEL C. PERERA 

S. CLEMENf-ffl&RSLEY 

ASSOCIT.JEWISH PHILANTHROPIES 

UNITED CHINA RELIEF 

LIONEL C. PERERA 

S. CLEMENT HORSLEY 

RUSSIA N WAR RELIEF, INC. 

frCONER 

LIONEL PERERA 

LIONEL PERERA, ... 

RALPH BARTON/PBRRY 
SARGENT>*S!rNEDY, Treasurer 
AMERICM DEFENSE - HARVARD CLUB 


|1500 

$100 

$250 

$1500 

$50 

#100 

$25 

$500 

$500 

$50 

$150 

$500 

$1000 

$50 

$100 


As an efficient and thorough record of all disbursements is not made by the 
Cambridge Trust Company, there were also a number of other disbursements 
appearing on the bank ledger for Subject, but the checks for which could not 
be located on the recordak for the respective dates. However, a record of 
these disbursements was made by Agent, and this record, as well as the com¬ 
plete record of disbursements during the period from September 1, 1941 to 
April 27, 1942, are being retained in the files of the Boston Field Division. 















The following monthly average balance has been maintained by the Subject at 
this Bank since September, 1940 % 

oo 


Sept., 1940 

$500 

Oct., 

1940 

$416 

Nov., 1940 

$1570 

Seo. 

1940 

$253 

Jar*., 1941 

$772 

Feb. 

1941 

$185 

Mar., 1941 

$702 

Apr. 

1941 

$466 

May, 1941 

$312 

Jun,, 

1941 

$2000 

Jul., 1941 

$1400 

Aug. 

1941 

$677 

Sept.,1941 

$2505 

Oct. 

1941 

$2200 

Nov., 1941 

$2805 

Dec. 

1941 

$2000 

Jan., 1942 

$4400 

Feb. 

1941 

$3000 

Mar., 1942 

$1500 





0 


Subject’s account as of April 27, 1942, at the time the above examination and 
audit was made, stood at $837,53. Deposits to Subject's account were made on 
September 8, 1941, October 10, 1941 and December 26, 1941. Each of these de¬ 
posits were in the form of a check, totaling |5000, and drawn on the account 
of PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Special Account, at the Union Bank of Commerce Company, 
Cleveland, Ohio. These checks were drawn b y E. H. JOHNSON. Agent . It was 
also noted that the Subject had an account at the Chase National Bank, 
Rockefeller Center Branch, New York City. 


Relative to Subject’s disbursements, it is to be noted that he has been con¬ 
structing a modernistic one story house at the corner of Ash and Acaua Streets, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, An examination of the records of the Building De¬ 
partment of the City of Cambridge revealed that a permit for the construction 
of this dwelling had been granted on September 24, 1941. Subject estimated 
the cost as $8000; gave his own name as architect, and that of HOWARD 
CUSTANCE as mechanic. 


Mr. SARGENT KENNEDY, Assistant Dean of Harvard University, and Treasurer of 
the Harvard Defense Group, did not know Subject personally, but had re¬ 
called some rumor concerning his pro Nazi tendencies, but knew nothing defi¬ 
nite concerning these tendencies. He did not recall any contributions from 
Subject, but upon reviewing his records, verified two separate contributions 
by PHILIP JOHNSON, each of $100. These, he stated, were siibstantial contri¬ 
butions, as viewed in the light of other such contributions received by tkis 
Group. / 

Mr. LOUIS KIRSTEIN, President of William Filene’s Sons Company, Bo&Jton, and 
President of Associated Jewish Philanthropies, recalled Subjectyajr having 
come into his office one day with a contribution of $100 for thlTJewish 
Philanthropies, Inc. After JOHNSON left, he stated to his secretary that 
he did not recall JOHNSON, and could not recall why such a contribution 
had been made. However, after contacting his son, the latter recalled that 
PHILIP JOHNSON was a classmate of his at Harvard Universitjr. The son fur¬ 
ther recalled that JOHNSON had, at one time, been connected with another 
Harvard student nar.%jLfSiACK3UPN, wij^jaas also alleged to be Fascist, and 
also to be connected vkth LAWRENOnf^ENNIS, another alleged American Fascist. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


AT NEW YORK CITY 


US$9? 


Will interview RUTw^fSRRILL, who according to letter from Bureau to 
Boston Field Division, dated January HD, 1942, a copy of which was 
also forwarded to the New York Field Division, She is an executive 
with the Ladies Home Journal, RKO Building, Radio City. She was for¬ 
merly a secretary to PHILIP JOHNSON. This letter further stated that 
Miss MERRILL is in a position to obtain additional names of persons 
who have been associated with JOHNSON. 

CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION „,= ; _ 

AT CLEVELAND, OHIO 

Will, in accordance with teletype from the Boston Field Division 
dated May 14, 1942, make an examination of Subject's account at the 
Union Bank of Commerce Company, in order to ascertain sources of 
such account, such as disbursements as might reflect on Subject’s 
activities and loyalty. 

BOSTON FIELD DIVISION / 

AT CAMBRIDGE, MASS. / 

Vfi.ll interview Deasf^RDNUT of the Harvard School of Arohiteot in order 
to develop further information concerning Subject's activities at Har¬ 
vard, and, more particularly, to ascertain the names and reputations " 
of any of the students with Whom Subject associated. 
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100-32734 

JAS:PF:w»c 


July 9, 1942 


OQUl^ 


Special Agent la Charge 
Boston, Massachusetts 


,.--U 

sf\ 


Dear Sir: 


PHILIP JOHSSON 
INTERNAL SNCDHITT - Q 
REGISTRATION ACT 


Reference i« made to mr letter dated March U, 1942, 


r. Toison__ 

r. E. A. Tamm_ 

r. Clegg_ 

Ir. Glavin_ 

r. Ladd_ 

Sr, Nichols_ 

r. Rosen_^ 

r. Tracy_ 

r. Carson__ 

?r. Coffey_ 

r. Hendon 

r. Kramer_ ; _ 

Ir. McGuire_ 

Ir. Quinn Tam m 

r, Nease_ 

iss Gandy__ 


concerning the articls* written by the subject for the aagaslne v 
"Today's C h a l l en ge," wherein it was suggested that‘an undeveloped 
lead be set out for the New York yield Division for an attanpt to 
locate a complete file on.this publication. 

«*■ 

A review of this file in the Bureau fails to disclose 
that a oonplete ftt* on the publication has been located nor has 
a lead been set out by your office in any subsequent reports 
requesting that the New York office attempt to locate such a file. 

It is requested that this matter be given your early attention and 
that the appropriate lead be set out tor the New York office in the 
next report. 

Very truly yours^_ —— 

_ , y r / fifr 3J^Z JL 

— $ John Fdgar BwiC-3 1 . BUREAU D" l 

— s A . ..iV Director mi in ■ io£s 
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100-32734 


September 11, 1942 
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Special Agent in Charge 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Rot PHILIP JOBSSOB 

IHTSffflAL SSCUHITI - 0 
RROrSTBATIC# ACT 


Deer Sin 


.mch 


!>•.': \Q i_UlA -* x/ 


Tour attention is directed to sjjr letter dated July 9, 1942 
oonoerning the location of articles written tgr the subject for the 
nagaaine "Today’s Challenge," 

It is desired that this natter and the other outstanding 
Investigation be given early attention, and that a report be aub- 
nltted to the Bureau in the near future. 


w **■ 

: -■$ ;■» 


A. Taatu 




4d_ 

Nickel 8. 
ioaen 







m(i* y • \ 

jfedon_ 

IBlu - *_ 

^ Tamm 
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Yexy truly yours. 


John Sdgar Hoover 
Director 


-?C? Art I &£* f f 3 C t 
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fcOUL-mmEW fF WVESI 

Sfc? 16 1942 
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Subject reported as having set up an aerial inside the, 
chimney in his new home, Cambridge, Mass. The beck, $2% 

“BERLIN DIARY*, by William Shirer spoke of Subject as a g 

suspected Nasi and as having known Subject in Berlin, __ 

Germany. Subject worked with Huey Long and J^Lan1^il%ck“ P 
burn in 193k, Sashington, D* C, Later workeSTfil*. ? 

'Blackburn and Father Coughlin. Subject,,, with Blackburnj rr “ T ;f Z . a \~r 
said to be active in their organization#Yout h an d the j — 

Nation *. accerding to decennial report oicUSsa"of 1^27| 
of Harvard. 


AGENCY ZZ g. X 

REQ. REC'P Or&fci&J', 

>•1 for * u Z IJ-33/ 
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REQ. REC’D.. 

JUL9 1964 


ANS. n I 


Reference: Report of Special Agent J. A. BRENNAN, Boston, Mass., 6-17-U2 

Details: Colonel EBBS S* DRAPER, of the Massachusetts State Guard, on 

June 12, 19ij2 reported to Special Agent G. V. DOHERTY that 
lQi information had been received that Subject had an aerial built 
lEf*£l ,v ins ^ de chimney of his new home on Ash St., Cambridge, Mass. 

,er date of Jhly 7, 19^2 a letter was received \£rom Mr. 
und J. Brandon, U. S. Atto^fey, Boston, Mass. 5 , enclosing 
copy of a letter of Mr. CHARLES fM?MNNING, 28 Hawthorne 
p Cambridge, Mass., which is quoted as follows: 

*]lwould like to ease my mind on a situation that 
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has arisen in the neighborhood which I cover as a warden under 
the ARP setup here. If it is known to the proper authorities I 
will maintain a "discreet silence". > 

"At No. 7 Ash street, corner of Acacia street, a^ock from my 
home, in a newly erected house of modernisticr^tesigp, shielded on 
three sides by a 10-ft fence, lives Philip Cv^Johnson, Harvard 1927 
(degree in 1930) for the past two years a student of architecture 
at Harvard. He is 35 • Since his coining here from Hotel Continental 
there has arisen an air of mystery, curiosity and suspicion, although 
a month ago, on the occasion of his occupancy of the new house, he 
held a "house-party" for the neighbors. I was among the invited but 
did not attend. 

"I enclose copy of paragraph from Tflm. L. Shirer's "Berlin Diary" 
relative to one "Philip Johnson "} also copy of the data submitted by 
"Philip C. Johnson" for the Decennial Report of the Class of 1927 at 
Harvard. I am led to believe that they are one and the same person. 

I have more data which I can furnish if you think the situation war¬ 
rants ." 

The quotation from the "Berlin Diary 41 of miliam L. Shirer, page 213, is 
as follows: 

"Dr. Boehmer, press chief of the Propaganda Ministry in charge of this 
trip, insisted that I share a double room in the hotel with Philip 
Johnson, an American fascist, who says he represents Father Coughlin's 
Social Justicei None of us can stand the fellow and suspect he is 
spying on us for the Nazis. For the last hour in our room he has been 
posing as anti-Nazi and trying to pump me for my attitude. I have 
given him no mord than a few bored grunts." 

Copy of the data sxmblttid by Subject for the decennial report of the 
class of 1927 of Harvar/ is as follows: 

" Philip Cortelymr Johns on 

Born in Cleveland”Ohio, July 8, 1906 ‘ 

Son of Homer and Louise (Pope)^Johnson 

Educated at Hackley school 

Home and business address—New London, Conn. 

Business: politics 

"Upon leaving Harvard in 1930 I spent a great deal of time in Durope. 

I studied architecture as an amateur and later got a job at the head 
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of the museum of Modern Art. In 193U I resigned from the Museum 
and worked with Huey Long and Alan Blackburn '29, in Washington. 

In 1936 I ran for state representative in Ohio and worked with Father 
Coughlin and Blackburn. Blackburn and I are now independent politic¬ 
ally and active in our own organization "Youth and the Nation" which 
sponsors us in weekly broadcasts over Station 1BPD." 

"In two previous reports of the class of 1927 no data on him except 
that he had in 1930 a permanent address as 2171 Overlook road, Cleve¬ 
land. In 15th year report, now on the press', he failed to give any 
information niatsoever. 


"Blackburn, mentioned above, is listed with Harvard Alumni Directory 
office as of 225 East 67 th street, New York (home address) and as 
being associated with the N Y Association for the Blind. Data on 
Blackburn can be flound in Class of 1929 reports." 

Under date of July 11, 19^2 a letter was addressed to the Cleveland Field Offfice 
requesting an examination of Subject's account at the Union Bank of Commerce, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Under date of July 11, 19h2 a letter was addressed to the tja.shincrt.nn F-iPlH nff-i n j C 
requesting a copy or digest of 
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THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
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AT NEW YORK CITY ' 

•Will interview RUTwJfoSRRILL, who according to letter from Bureau 
to Boston Field Division, dated January 29, 191*2, a copy of which £/* 


J 
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was also forwarded to the New York Field Division, is an executive ^ 
with the Ladies Home Journal, RKO Building, Radio City. She was ^ p p 

formerly a secretary to PHILIP JOHNSON. This letter further stated-* 4 ^***^ 
that Miss MERRILL is in a position to obtain additional names of / 

persons who have been associated with JOHNSON. ” 


HE CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION 
AT CLEVELAND. OHIO 

Will, in accordance with teletype from the Boston Field Division 
dated May IJ4, 19l*2, make an examination of Subject's account at the 
Union Bank of Commerce Company, in order to ascertain sources of 
such account, such as disbursements as might reflect on Subject's 
activities and loyalty. 



THE BOSTON FIELD DIVISION 
AT CAMBRIDGE. MASS. 

/ Will interview Dean HUDNUT of the Harvard School of Architecture in , 
order to develop further information concerning Subject's activities 
' J at Harvard, and, more particularly, to ascertain the names and rep¬ 

utations of any of the students with whom Subject associated. 
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to 20 person actually attended the meetings of the Gray Shirts# HISS MSKtlLL 
stated that JOHNSON told her never to let the lists of the members of tbeNGray 
Shirts get out of her handsj that this organisation never participated in any 
activities, and disbanded in 1934 when JOHNSON and BLACKBURN left to study the 
political activities of HUEY LONG. 

The informant stated that PHILIP JOHNSON had a very peculiar political 
philosophy and she was convinced that he wanted to the "Hitler" in the United 
States# JOHNSON believed that HUEY LONG was the coming political figure in the 
United States and that he was convinced that he would eventually gain control 
of this country, JOHNSON felt that the fate of this country rested on his, 
JOHNSON’S, shoulders, and that by joining with HUEY LONG he could eventually 
depose HUEY LONG from the control of the country and gain it for himself# 

MISS MERRILL was under the impression that PHILIP JOHNSON’S main 
source of income was from a large block of stock in the Aluminum Company 
of America# She stated that the income from this stock amounted to approximately 
4^12000 per year. It is her understanding that PHILIP JOHNSON'S father wanted 
to cut him off from his income, but could not do so because a trust fund had 
been estaolished for PHILIP which could not be touched. MISS MERRILL stated 
that PHILIP JOHNSpN had a very weak character and immature mind. She 
stated that RUUOLPR^SOISEMEIER, a German butler employed by JOHNSON over a 
period of three years might be in a position to furnish information concerning 
subject’s activities, but she was unable to provide the reporting agent with 
his present address# 

MISS MERRILL stated tht LINCOL^KIRSTIEN who was associated with 
the Museum of Modern Art at the time JOHNSON and BLACKBURN were, may be 
able :to give further information concerning JOHNSON. MISS MERRILL stated that 
KIRSTIEN was presently operating a school of Ballet at 637 Madison Avenue, 

New York City# 

MISS MERRILL provided the reporting agent with a clipping from the 
New York Herald Tribune dated December 18, 1934, which is oeing set out in full 
for the benefit cf the office of origin. In connection with this article there 
is also a picture of PHILIP JOHNSON and ALAN BLACKBURN which is being retained 
in the exhibit file of instance case: 

"TMO QUIT MODERN ART MUSEUM NCR SUR—REALIST POLITICAL 
VENTURE 

"BLACKBURN and JOHNSON, With No Program but One Party for Nation, Start Saturday 
for Louisiana to Study the Interesting, to Them, Huey Long 


"Alan Blackburn, executive director of the ,r useum of Modern Art, and 
Philip Johnson,' chairman of the museum’s Architectural Department, have deserted 
art for politics, it was learned yesterday. They have resigned their posts at the 
museum, and on Saturday they will leave for Louisiana, to begin the task of 
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building up their private political party by b etting a line cn the antics of Sen¬ 
ator Huey Pierce Long, 

"Both Mr. Blackburn and Mr, Johnson have been admirers of the surrealist 
school of painting, and their politics are not -without a certain surrealist flavor* 
Their party, to be called quite simply 'The National Party,' is distinguished from 
all other political aggregations, juntas, parties or groups, past and present, 
by a complete lack of platform or pro grain. They plan to pick one up as they go 
along, possibly in Louisiana, 

"Meanwhile the party has Mr. Blackburn for leader, Mr. Johnson for \ 
co-founder, a flying wedge for its emblem, and 'The Need Is for One Party' for \ 
its slogan. It is a homemade affair, for all the meetings which have been \ 

held since its foundation last April took place in Mr. Johnson's duplex ) 

apartment at 216 East Forty-ninth Street. Gray shirts are, or were, worn at I 

meetings, but Mr. Blackburn and Mr. Johnson sternly deny any Fascist leanings. 

The party has about 100 members. 

'"But we have no membership lists and no books,' said Mr. Blackburn. 

'Johnson and I are the party after all,. If any of the other boys are still around, 

and still have faith when we get back, all right. But we're young and we've 
been working in an art museum at something very different. Both I as leader 
and Johnson as co-founder need more personal breadth. So we're going'to 
Louisiana to brush ourselves up a bit. And ?re're tremendously interested in 
Huey Long,'" 


"Mr. Blackburn and Mr, Johnson jointly outlined their plans in Mr. 

Johnson's little office at the Modern Museum, 11 ’.Test Fifty-third Street, 
where catalogues of firearms and advanced art publications were piled everywhere. 
Mr. Blackburn and Mr. Johnson are Harvard graduates, and met when they were ooys 
at the Hackley School, Tarrytown, N.Y. They went to the museum together three 
years ago, 

/ "*There is no program in our party,' Mr, Blackburn explained. 'We feel 

v ' that we were tremendously honest with out fellows in telling them that there 
was no program, but there wasn't. We dislike intellectualism, you see. As soon 
as a thing's put into words it means something else. Intellectuals don't have 
the third dimension. You don't just put a lot of professors together and stir 
them around in a cauldron and get something wonderful. There's got to be more than 
that."' 


"The aims of the party seem to be to provide the entirely new form of 
government which Mr. Blackburn and Mr. Johnson believe to be at hand, and to endow 
it with an emotional, driving force. Just what the form of government should be 
or how it should be set up has not been decided. The leaders have not decided 
even it their party is a revolutionary one. 

"'All you need is faith,courage and loyalty,' said Mr. Johnson, 'If you 
have them, you'll get things done. That’s the terribis thing today, why tho 
Dillinger and Capone gangs are the only groups that have got courage and Royalty 
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from their adherents. Beyond that nothing is needed, not even consistency. 

The only necessary consistency is consistency of feeling,'" 

"'What is lacking in this country, 1 said Mr. Blackburn, 'is an emotional 
spirit, a religion* Take Roosevelt now, liihat emotional feeling there is centers 
around him as a person,, He's more the leader of the country than the President. 
People don't feel the New Deal has got anywhere, but they trust the President, 

And nothing has been done either. The projects of the New Deal haven't been 
co-ordinated. It's not like a chemical experiment, where you can put small 
quantities of two substances together and, blowey, you have a third, and then you 
can do the same with 100 pounds of each, and blam, you still have the same 
third substance. 

"'Experiments on a small scale like the T.7.A. just don't work out the ‘ 
same as they would on a larger scale, be feel that just in these last 
years the world has come to the end of an epoch that lasted roughly 3,000 
years. Machinery has been so perfected, everything has been so changed that 
it is time for a new epoch. So we got impatient* m didn't feel we ought to go 
on waiting and waiting forever, and we founded our party!" 

"The idea came to the founders two years ago, when they read 
Lawrence Dennis's 'boom of Capitalism.' About a year ago they began discussing 
the foundation of a new party,and the last April the first meeting, of sixteen 
persons, including Mr. Johnson's Berman, servant, was called at his apartment. 
There were two more private meetings in the spring, and then Mr. Blackburn and 
Mr. Johnson left on an extended tour of the United States. This fall there 
have been two public meetings, one of them of 100 persons. Mr. Dennis, a 
strongly nationalist economist who disapproves the profit motive, has lectured 
to party members. 

"Mr. Blackburn said, 'Our strongest emphasis is on personnel. Johnson 
and I are very personal guys.' 

"Mr. Blackburn and Mr. Johnson last summer motored 8,000 miles from 
coast to coast, stopping every two hours to converse with the populace. 

They consider New Orleans, San Francisco and New York the three cities with 
character in the United States. Moreover, they are deeply interested in Huey 
Long. Mr. Blackburn said they were no more interested in him than Upton 
Sinclair or president Roosevelt, but Mr. Johnson felt that they were much 
more interested in him, certainly, than Sinclair. He pointed out that Long 
had superseded the law courts and pretty nearly everything else in Louisiana* 

'"Vie might like to talk to Long,' said Mr. 31ackburn, 'Of course, he 
might not like to talk to us. Vie don't know. Then we're going to exercise. 
People in New York exercise too little, and we're going to relax, and we're 
going to absorb the atmosphere, v.e get cur impressions not by any investigation, 
but by osmosis. We found out all about Washington at poker parties.' 

"'Weire adventurers, with an intellectual overlay, so we're almost 
articulate,' said Mr. Johnson, 'but not quite articulate.' ’ 

"The adventure begins on Saturday, after Er. Blackburn and Mr. Johnson 
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have taken leave of the museum, for -which they expressed great admiration, 
and after they have collected necessary supplies. They were attacking the 
problem of firearms yesterday, Mr, .Johnson favored a submachine gun, but 
Mr, Blackburn preferred one of the 1arger typos of pistol, 'When such difficultie 
are settled the baggage will be packed in Mr. Johnson's large Packard touring 
car and they will set off,” 

DR. JAMES 3. MURPHY, 177 East 64th Street, New York City, was inter¬ 
viewed on August 241942, DR. MURPHY stated that he recalled PHILIP JOHNSON 
was associated with the Museum of Modern irt back in the early part of 1930s 
when his wife was also interested in the activities of that museum. He stated 
that he was never very well acquainted with JOHNSON; that he knew nothing of his 
political activities and only recalled him as a rather queer person. He stated 
that JOHNSON had come to his house uninvited on one occasion to look at a room 
for the puc-pose of making suggestions as to its decoration. He stated that 
none of JOHNSON'S suggestions were carried out, and that was the only dealing 
that he had with the subject. Pie indicated that his wife would not be in 
a position to provide further information concerning the subject because their 
acquaintance with him had been brief, and had gone no further than above stated. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 







ifrirral bureau nf Unueattgation 
United States Uepartmetit of Jfustice 
Cleveland, Ohio 

CAH:GS 
65-744 

October 3, 


Director 

Federal. Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: PHILIP f CORTELYAN'JOHNSON, aka 
Philip Johnson 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 
(Bureau file 65-12997) 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to report of Special Agent PHILLIP M. 
BREED, Boston, Massachusetts, dated September 15, 1942, in the 
above-entitled case, which contains a lead for this office to 
make an examination of subject’s account at the Union Bank of 
Commerce in order to ascertain sources of such account and such 
disbursements as might reflect subject's activities and loyalty. 

Your attention is directed to report of Special Agent (A) 
CARL A. HERRING, Cleveland, Ohio, dated October 3, 1942, in the 
case of LAWRENCE DENNIS, with aliases; WEEKLY FOREIGN LETTER; 
REGISTRATION ACT, which contains a complete analysis of the de¬ 
posits and withdrawals from the PHILLIP C. JOHNSON Special Account 
at the Union Bank of Commerce, Cleveland, Ohio, for the years 
1939 to 1942 inclusive, copies of which were furnished to the 
Boston Field Division. \ 

In view of the fact that there is no further lead 
outstanding for this office, this matter is being referred upon 
completion to the office of origin. 
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Very truly yours, 

LELAND V. BOARDMaM/ 
Special Agent in/Cnexge 
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Date: 


December 22, 1942 


SAC, Boston 


From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau ,of Investigation 

Subject: PHILIP COBmXAN JOHNSON , • r'V ‘ • 

IKTSRNAI* SEGORITS - 0 . l&D . / 


hi l. 


REGISTRATION ACT j 


Referanc© is sad© to the Bureau* s letters of July 9 and Septan- 
bar 11, 1942 In th® above entitled matter concerning the location of 
articles written by the subject for the magazine "Today*s Challenge*. 

It was indicated in those communications that the location of those 
articles and other outstanding investigation be given early attention. 

fb date there has been no indication that an effort has been 
made to obtain the articles cited above. Accordingly I desire to 
reiterate th© suggestion that you take the necessary steps to ascertain 
^bother such articles are available and can bo obtained for examination 
in order to ascertain whether they fall within the type of propaganda 
embraced by the registration acts. Also, the future investigation con¬ 
ducted in this natter should be directed toward the possibility of a 
violation of any of the registration acts. 
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ilteiieral bureau of Inuoaiigaitott 
United §tatea Department of Dustier 


New York, New York 



PEE:EBS January 26, I9h3 

100-600$ 


Director, FBI 

{* 

Res PHILIP CORTELYAN JOHNSON 
INTERNAL SECURITY - G 


Dear Sir: 


A review of the files in the New York Field Division reveals 
that the subjects of three Internal Security cases entitled PHILIP CORTELYAN 
JOHNSON (two cases) and PHTLIP iiflQHNSQN (one case) are identical. Two 
of these cases. New York #100-600$ and New York #100-2l;310, are closed cases 
while the third. New York #100-2218$, is being carried in a pending status 
by this office. 

Since the Boston Field Office has been designated as the office 
of origin in all three cases, and also since the remaining undeveloped 
lead in the pending case. New York #100-2218$, has been covered and 
reported in the report of Special Agent Kenneth M. Bierly dated September 
19, 19L2 at New York City (New York #100-600$), these cases are all being 
consolidated by this office and the pending case is being considered as 
Referred Upon Completion to the Office of Origin. 

Very truly yours. 
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JA3: MED 

100-32734 



Date: February 12, 1943 

To: 3 aC, Boston \y^/ 

From: J. Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau erf Investigation 

Subject: PHILIP JOHNSON 

INTEiKAL SECURITY - 0 

registration act 


It is desired that the leads set forth in the report of 
Special Agent Phillip M. Breed dated September 15, 1942, at Boston, 
Massachusetts, be given early investigative attention, and that a 
report be submitted in the near future. 
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Army Rs#s 25 Native-E^n 
From N. Y. Defense Area 


And Sen. Nye, last Feb. 6, in a letter to 


Laurence Dennis Among 
Those Galled Dangerous to 
Internal Security" 

The U. S. Ant£ ha s 'qu ietly or¬ 
dered^ excluded more than 25 na¬ 
tive-born American citizens from 
the Eastern Defense CoranuuiJ 
area as being "‘dangerous to intemaLise- 
curity.” 

More than 100 cases have, been explored 
since December. Most of them await a final 
‘decision. 

Thus far the only name made public in 
connection \jdtfi the proceedings is 
oFLawrencA^Dennis^ the pamphleteer and 
author whom Interior Secretary Harold L. 
Ickes has called the 'Train of American 
Fascism.” 

Just what has happened to Dennis’ case 
has not been disclosed. Dennis himself said 
today he had not heard of any exclusion 
order. 

Action Dropped? 

“As far as I know, the action lias been 
dropped,” he said. 

Senators Gerald P. Nye and Burton K. 
Wheeler, pre-war isolationist thumpers,, 
have been active in his behalf. 


Dennis, wrote: 

“I should have liked''to have beard your 
argument before the Board. I can weH 
imagine how properly vou would deal with 
it.” 

Expulsion Is Drastic 

Persons who already have been excluded 
or are slated to go must remove themselves 
from the 17 states of the Eastern Defense 
Command. Nor can they move to the two 
other restricted zones—the Western Defense 
Command and the Gulf Defense Command 
in the South. 

Thus far those; persons who have been 
excluded are native-born members of the 
Bund, of which there are about a dozen; 
outspoken admirfers of the Nazis; Amer¬ 
icans who stooged for Mussalini and a few 
who propagandized for the Japs . 1 

The exclusion process is the only method. 



Mr. T 
Mr. 


son ►''^ 0 - 

2. t&T 


'ft Mr. Clegg. 

* - Aif J /-» 1 * _ 


€ Glarin 
Ladd 
Ni 

Mr. Rose _ 
Mr. Tracy_ 
Mr.Carson 


s e n 


Mr. Coiley_ 

Mr, Hsndon_ 
Mr. Kramer__ 
Mr. McGuire 



d 


Army officers said they could not 
comment. 

Dennis, a Harvard graduate, is 49 and ' 
lives at West ivnglewood, N. J., with his 
wife and two daughters. 

Among his books is “The Coming Ameri¬ 
can Fascism” Dorothy Thompson once ■ 
called him ^America’s only lucid outspoken 
and intelligent Fascist writer. 

Last year he accused “utopia advocates” 
or “trying to make me out America’s most 
intellectual Fascist.” His comment on this 
was: “A lot pf hooey.” 

Appeared Twice 

Denn is .twice appeared before the Artjiy 
Exclusion Board at 52 Broadway early jp 
February.* 

He dicj so ip answer to an order ta shftvv 
cause why Jie should not be barred from 
the entire Eastern Defense. Command, ex. 
tending along the seaboard from Maine to 
Florida. 

At that time it was disclosed that Senators 
Nye and Wheeler were pulling wires to stop 
his exclusion. 

Dennis hunself safd he was informed that 
Wheeled “did see Secretary' of War Stimson 
in my behalf.v. 
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Lawrence Dennis 
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available to the Array or to c*vrt authorities 
m stt'uritj rases itivuKiii^ native-born 


PQiH' r 


Tht* regulations under Which the Army is 
excluding citizens were proirftdgated by Lt. 
Gen. Hugh A. Drum on Sept, fth 

Subject to exclusion are citizens who: 

^[Wilfully or negligently prevent observ- 
anc4*of t)ie Army's dim-but rules. 

*j Trespass ^without permission on specified 
prohibited anti restricted zones. 

\l possess in such zones firearms, bombs, 
short-wave radio *&ets, cameras, binoculars, 
or books, magazines or papers with pictures* 
or drawings of naval installations. 

By their past record of asocial toil with 
pro-Ngzi or pro-Faseist individuals or or¬ 
ganizations are prospective girders of aid and 
comfort to the enemy. 

Weapon Against Enemy 

At the time of announcing the new regu¬ 
lations Lt. Gen. Drum said they, were solely 
for the purpose of preventing suspected per¬ 
sons, from “giving information. a|d or com- 
Jort to the enemy and from interfering by 
Vaf|L dfedeed, with the military dr.naval, 
cifdrt of the U. S. A.” . % 

“The power to excluded’ Geo* Um*u sarW, 

\ “if judiciously exercised, is a weapAh to be 
used against our enemies who are potefl^ally 
dangerous, and in no wise is to be used to 
the detriment of loyal citizens or aliens.” 
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telephone number, telephonically contacted the Boston Field Division, 
and advised Special Agent P. M. BREED that Subject in this case is 
believed to be a Nazi and that %s. RUTH THAYER BURNHAM has heard 
him make statements of a pro-Nazi nature. 

Mrs. BURNHAM'S Boston address was given as 30 Huntington Avenue, Boston, 
Mass. 

Inasmuch as this is a closing report due to the fact that the Sub¬ 
ject has been inducted into the United States Army, no lead is being 
stated to contact Mrs. BURNHAM. 

On March 19, 1943, Mr. W. NELSON BUMP, Manager of American Air Lines, 
Inc., 140 Federal Stj^ et, Boston* Mass., advised the Boston Field 
Division that PHMI«K)HNSON, the Subject of this case, is mentioned 
in the book - " BefLTH" maiy* and that JOHNSON has visited Germany 
and France on a number of occasions. Mr. BUMP further stated that 
the Subject is a student at harvard Architectural School and recently 
built a home at 9 Ash Street, Cambridge, Mass. Mr. BUMP advised that 
the Subject is an eccentric individual and recently had four or 
five French officers from visiting French vessels, at his home. 

In view of the fact that Mr.. BUMP'S complaint is non-specific in 
its nature and consists of material which has already been called 
to the attention of the Boston Field Division, no investigation will 
be conducted relative to the incident. 

Source of information "G" advised the Boston Field Division that the 
Subject had been reported to the office of source of information "G w as 
having been seen in Berlin in 1938, acting as an interpreter on a 
tour of German housing projects, and during this tour he expressed 
strong pro-Axis views. It was further reflected by the informant that 
the Subject was teaching at Harvard University and reported to be very 
friendly with a group of Professors of German nationality. According 
to thi3 informant, the newspaper "PM" published an article concerning 
Subject's activities and pro-Axis sentiments. 

Local Draft Board No. 47, located in the Philips Brooks House, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Mass., was contacted and it was ascertained 
that the Subject's Selective Service file was transferred from 
Norwalk, Ohio, to that board and that papers were sent Feb. 8, 1943 
relative to this transfer. The Subject was instructed to report 
for induction February 12, 1943> in Ohio but due to the transfer he 
was in duc ted on March 12, 1943, through Local Draft Board 47, in 
Cambridge, Mass. 

The referenced report of Special Agent W. H. HEYWOOD, dated 8/6/42 
at Boston, titled "LAWRENCE DENNIS, with aliases; WEEKLY FOREIGN LETTER" 
reflects that the Subject JOHNSON was a close friend ar*d associate of 
LAWRENCErDENNIS, who is subject of a Registration Act case in the 
New York City Field Division. The referenced report contains a detailed 
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question and answer statement made by Subject JOHNSON, when he was 
interviewed by Agents of the Boston Field Division relative to his 
association with LAWRENCE DENNIS*. This question and answer statement 
is too lengthy to be repeated and for that reason the reference was 
set forth in this report. 

In view of the fact that the Subject is presently a member of the 
United States Amor, having been inducted 3/12/43* no further in¬ 
vestigation will be conducted in this matter and this case will be 
carried in a dosed status*. 
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May 13, 1943 


Director, FBI 


Re ; 


& 


PHILIP CORTELYAN JOHNSON 
CUSTODIAL DETENTION; 
REGISTRATION ACT 


Dear Sir: 


Relative to the above captioned matter, please be advised that the 
Subject is presently a member of the United States Army, having been 
inducted on March 12, 1943, through Local Draft Board No. 47, 
Cambridge, Mass. Information is reflected by report of Special Agent 
JAMES F. MAHAN, dated 5/13/43 at Boston, Mass. 


\ In view of Subject's induction, this matter is being referred to the 
\\ office of G-2, First Service Command, 808 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, 
WMass.,, together with all pertinent serials. The following copies of 
serials are presently being forwarded to G-2: 


1 copy 


Report of SA W. H. 



-—_... ... ._jTW 00D, dated 8/6/42 at Boston, Mass., 

entitled "LAWRENCE4DENNIS, with aliase sjJMeM LY FOREIGN 
LETTER" (Boston fd.e ^ 

Copy of report of SA P. M. BREED, dated 7/9/41 at Boston, 

Mass. 

Copy of report of SA E. R. RIDDLE, Boston, Mass., dated 
10-2-41 at Boston, Mass. 

Copy of report of SA K. M. BIERLY, dated 12/2/41 at New / 

York City. 

Copy of report of SA J. A. BRENNAN, Boston, Mass., dated / 

12 / 6 / 41 . 

Copy of report of SA G. E. IRWIN, dated 1/12/42 at J 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Copy of report of SA J.. A. BRENNAN, dated 3/5/42 at V 
Boston, Mass. 

Copy of report of H. I. TEITELBAUM, dated 5/11/42 at / 

New York, N. y. 

Copy of report of G. E. IRWIN, dated 5/23/42 at S 
Cleveland, Ohio. , 

Copy of report of SA J.. A. BRENNAN, dated 6/17/42 at / 

Boston, Mass. (,— 

Copy of report of SA P. M. BREED, dated 9/15/42 at / - 

Boston, Mass. RECORDED 

t o INDBXED , TL* R * 

j > , . nf ' 27 MAY«1843 

a. v ^ 


V 


V’J 


5 6 MAV 2 7 






0, 












A Z 


1 Copy of report of SA K. M. HIERLY, dated 9/19/42 at New 

York City. u 

1 Copy of report of SA E. L. BARTON, dated 11/3/42 at y 

Washington, D. C. 

1 Copy of report of Sa JAMES F. MAHAN, dated 5/13/43 at 

Boston, Mass. 
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f 1 WHC :1ns X 

' 100-32734 

TO 


- Mr.iwk 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: October 11, 1244 



Philip Cortelyarr Johnson 
Registration Act j 
Internal Security - G 


from , s. s.JOL/ r^i<TU3s “ ] 9R81Q 

/(-s' . & . ii-'i 'P ■ i -• " W , Mr. Coffey__ 

subject: Philip Cortelyari^Johnson ' : & '•, -.' c -~ . , . 1 , *• g£- ln —- 

Registration Act j .f Ackcs"'I £ 

Internal Security ~ G , , , S .. . - 

^ ^ / Mr. , carso n" 

On October 10, 1944, Mr. Hugh H. Teller, Anti-American Unit, Visa Division ^ Mr, Mumford __ 

Department of State, related to Supervisor W. Ho Caver that he had recently been Mr. Quinn TSnffiQ 
contacted by Ernest&ope, editor in the European Section of Fo Ctjl., -who was a f~~ 

former newspaperman in Germany, -and is author- of the b'ook.entitled^JMunich {““ gS - — 2 

Playground'*,, Mr. pope, according to Mr. Teller, had met phili fPjohnson, the subject—iTZ 
in this case, while the latter was a correspondent for^hsocial Justices^the publication 
of Father Coughlin, in Germany during August, 1939. Mr 1 . Pope was of the opinion that 
Johnson was possessed of Fascist inclinations, and might be aii informant of the German 


¥ Gestapo. 



fi.lliam ^f^hi 


\v Mr. Pope also made reference to the bool^peerlin Diary” by William I^Shirer where 
f Philip Johnson was mentioned on page 213. Quotation from this publication is not being 
fXet forth since it appears in Serial 29 of instant file, - 

; >N\ ' ’ , -• 

According to Mr. Teller, Pope was prompted to mention this matter in ’/lew of the 
v/fact that he had recently seen Philip Johnson in the uniform of a United States Army 
T^priyate at the apartment of Kajm^alle, 1608 19th Street, u. W. He further related that 
V)Kay Halle is a questionable individual who is constantly entertaining men in uniform, 

^ and is considered by him, Pope, to be a suspicious character. 

V ' , ■ 

, The file reflects that Philip Johnson was inducted into the United States Army on • 

v)March 12, 1943, and a summary report from Military Intelligence (Serial 37, present file) 
shows that Johnson was atta< ; 'ed to Company E, 2nd Military Intelligence Training 
Q 1 Battalion, Camp Ritchie, Maj 'land, as of July 2,. 1943* /A A 

» 

In view of the information developed during.the Bureau* s Investigation of Johnson 
which reflects that he is possessed of Fascist tendencies, it seems extremely peculiar 
that this individual would presently be serving in Military Intelligence of the United 
States Army. , ~ • . > 

SUGGESTED ACTION; None. This is t for the record since MID already has the pertinent 
information. . ' ' 
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inn FORM NO. 64 


Office 




'• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


MR* LADDi 


C« H* Gsrs^ 




date: April 5 /T 945 \,; -'m 

7 T f¥ o n - 


SUBJECT: PRIVATE PHILIP C J^JOHNScJn 

Foreign Miscellaneous 






BACKGROUND 


from : C. H. Carsofe tT : -- _aa 

^ ,p p' - r &jR$£%)NTMNE&- 

SUBJECT: PRIVATE PHILIP G.rJOHNSOjN 

Foreign Miscellaneous Vi ’! -U |$ «|J. /^:S £=31 

SACKOROUHp . : 

Mr. Quinn Tajn m .J 1 

By letter, L. J- Randall, Legal .Attach e, Bogota 4 Colop^ia —-|j 

advis ed tha t Ambassador John C« Wiley;. United St ates ^Amba ssador to Colombia ^ 1 *^ -—-J 

had requested inf oraatTofPcohc e r nin g the background and^activities qf ....Za 

Private Philip C. Johnson, Company B, 259 th Engineers. Fort Belvoir, -| 

Virginia® The Airibassador reportedly is con sidering Jo hnson in the event jae is, | 
discharged^ from the Array for. the job as architec t..in ~bTath e ~ne.Tfly j 

pro posed .Ame r ic ajulte t baasy residenc.e.JmildinE.of B ogota. Colombia * J 


By letter, L» J. Randall, Legal 


je, Bogota, Colombia 


DETAILS 



Ambassador f/iley has in dicated that he ia-.aKa . re of Johnson’s extensive 
tr avels to Germany and the fact that he iias been as sociated -with numerous nrOia... 
Nazi individuals; however Ambassador Wiley has pointed put that it is 
pe r so ha i" b e 11 e f that Johnson was never truly pro-Nazi and is believed to haye 
discharged his obligations as a volunteer in the American Army with crpdit® 

The attached memorandum sets forth the fact, tljat Johnson was born July 8, 1906, 
New London, Ohio and'is the son of Homer 'l&'^phnson, a prominent Cleveland 
attorney® He has a private income from.stocks and bonds held in trust for him 
from an estate valued at approximately $500,000® From..1937 until the early 
1940's Johnson was associated with numerous individuals, among’xvho'm wer'e'T^a ’ther 


lawrence/pennis and numerous other, individuals .of the same ilk. In testimony 
Johnson Las'admitted'liumer ous publication^ and organisational ventures and also 

having financed largely the propaganda activities of Lawrence Dennis® 

' . \ 

■ V • 

Johnson has been described by some as a very intelligent individual \ 
who was a young reactionary and who when threatened -with conviction along withy "V 
some of his cohorts, realized the seriousness of his ventures® Johnson was in-*>> 
ducted in the United States Army on March..12$ 1943 and has since been reported , 
as attached to Military Intelligence.trapping'units® ■. dj 

A ' ° • * V 

Commendation , ■ J mm 

-~ ex- 24 /0cr^3 A 7 3f -Us 

It is recommended that the attached memorandum be-^s?warde@*«*o the WSm 
Legal Attache in Bogota, fith. the suggestian. that he consider *the ad vfs^ bilr y Tv 
of ma ki n gT he contents known to Ambassador Wiley for hijsfficbnfldentlal<d.n|' ormat^Qn >Jj 
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* rn^TMNEO 

Bogota, Colombia r ^FQU’^* * * U ‘ *,^ji:|£J) 

January 9, 1945 


Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


PRIVATE PHILIP C.JOHNSON 
FOREIGN - MISCELLANEOUS 


,... f \5 

1 * V s 

r 14 
« .. Os 


Ambassador John C. Wiley of this Embassy has recently 
requested the assistance of the Office of the Legal Attache 
in connection with the following problem relative to securing 
the services of Private Philip C. Johnson, Company B, 259nth 
Engineers, Fort Belvoir, Virginia, as an architect to consult 
and work on the proposed plans for the new American Embassy resi¬ 
dence in Bogota, Colombia. 

Ambassador Wiley advised the writer confidentially that 
Johnson is of a well known and wealthy family in New London, Ohio 
an£L has achieved International reputation as an architect. Am¬ 
bassador Wiley continued however to state that Johnson lived in 
Germany during the early and middle 1930's and associated quite 
openly witbrpro-Nazi individuals. Accordinghe Ambassador Wiley, 
Johnson wa^denounced severely by William E^Shirer in his book .. 
entitledJP^rlin Diary" as being pro-Nazi and upon his return tcf 
the United States.Johnson reportedly associated with Lawrenc«tfp>ennis. 
Dennis, /it will be remembered, was one of those indicted in the 
recent sedition trial held In Washington, D. C., and It is the 
Ambassador's recollection that Johnson has been accused of assisting 
Dennis financially and also has been interviewed extensively by the 
Department of Justice attorneys who were prosecuting the sedition 
case for information along these lines. 

It is the Ambassador's personal belief that Johnson was 
never truly pro-Nazi and to the best of Ambassador Wiley's knowledge 
he has discharged his obligation as a soldier in the American Army 
with credit. Ambassador Wiley added that he has been informed that /u 
Johnson may soon be discharged from the army and that if so he /r\ 
would be an excellent person to commission fqr the planning of the * ' 
proposed American Embassy residence in Bogota, Colombia. / 
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Ambassador Wiley has confidentially requested the assistance 
of this office in ascertaining discreetly the status of J'ohnson 
and whether his background and record would be such as to make his 
services in the above regard undesirable. Ambassador Wiley has indi 
cated that he has not as yet made known his consideration of 
Johnson for the above-mentioned work in Bogota to the State Depart¬ 
ment. It is felt that any information the Bureau may be in a 
position to furnish this office to assist Ambassador Wiley in his 
decision would be greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

Loane J. Randall 

L* A • 












JAFtFOS 


'^/0 & ~ 3 P- 7 3 ¥ 


^ater Q April 6, 1945 



Ur. L. J. Randall 
The American Embassy 
Bogota, Colombia 


JV/ 


From: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Subject* PRIVATE PHILIP Ci^JQHMSON 

FOREIGN MISCELLANEOUS j 

Reference is made to your letter of January 9, 1945, entitled aa^ 
above in which you made it known that Ambassador John43. Wiley had confidentially 
requested,tiie assistance of the office of the Legal 4£tEche in ascertaining 
discreetly the status of Johnson and whether hi|.b|akfpfft»nd and ^cordfwagjLd be 
such a8 to make his seigrlces undesirable in ftS&ara to the construct!or? oC^he 


new Embassy building. 


in n 


Pleaffi tjg ^viaed -^hat a review of the bureau 




. Carson T 
. Ega n ~ l4 *' 

. Hendon_ 

. Pennington 
. Quinn Tang 


. Toison_ Plea«jfha a^vised '^hat a review of the bureau^Jft&M reflects numerous 

! cUgg ""ref erences conceiwAg^hasoO^nd his activities. The wttsehedCfcUnd memorandum 
; oiavi n —i s - a summary O^ trS^or^peiftlSynt information contained inf%ui®au files. As 
: Nichols—par your ^oqqeat you^*e instructed to make the contents of thiS';memorandum 
; §£f®£-—available to Amba ssadorjtlll^r pointing out to him that it is fcfi* hie confidential 
: "-Information ' ■■ ^ r > 


.1 



£A- 
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1/ i'j ■?*/&/ it *. / 

aua&e taro 6, 1906, .la (w teste* CM% rod is thi'“ 
% a frastoss-st ..attorney* SEe Eli ft iriirato tew 


con ©f Spurl* Mra% -ft frafdstei Closeted ..attonsey* 21© to® ft jsrivato luces© 
£psq steel® ;wad ted® W to twurfc for Ma frw aa towte valued at ap^^i2iafec% 
§500, Q$& lift' rotate is tern as ’^Mi Fame located at te. itedoo® (Mo* 
tocsrdtog to -Mssmm^is mm. steteacat m take© torn a book published fcy the Harvard 
©law ©f '2$37» tip feltetos is mt forth! 9 to toevtog llsrrari la 193© 

I ©past a ,gr#at deal of tie© la Bsrope. 1 stalled areteltoetere m m oaatoar and 
later sot a Job a© $to ted of tfee too f & to e to ral ^pertaast of tto isws of lotea 
Arts* ’ to l&Jk 1 rroigaed tooa the Iteessa assl wsarfesd with Btey te© sm@ Mm 
M axMmm. 1© Wrofeisgtoa* "2a' 2936 2 re© far State M&pr&s&MM&ve to (Mo and worked 
with latte Cou^alto slid Btektora. . ELackters rod X am itetodeprodasi peOitioaDj 
asi active to our asm arjaaiaaiioa•: l toath aad the latte* which sponsors as to 
euolsly te©astes®t® ew #^a£tea l®©®* 1 

Shirt «garf^i«a sbeni 2911* the rails of 
wfeteii o^pteSafttis® toa mmt jspLhasa®*. alttoagfe Jteaa a reliable g»«r©e it fees tews 
r^®rteI that *mjMig|r perssss actually attested these seettege* 

21 is mM that diEnte M^A\bft%dNt39tt Hltte® of feds ooaatay' rod -«h that ttoe 
that Is® hizlimesi &fy\ysmms eoatmX of the Saitad Stetesmd that 

te%- Jsta«* eosM^^tessj^^gn 4 ,?', , v\\t 



Xf0$. a vrip was I 


idlltoa hm &totr # h© relates that ©n 
tea; l^rlto to the toXtefe (terldey sod that 


felloes* w Hrv Baiter, irros CMloP-^f the ihr^s^caada stoto^- to ’^tego of %£© i* 
toip* issiKlstod tfeal^ate 1 ©' ft- daatele; ross at t&a toted: there with BsHip &®hmm t l 
ass J®sid©aBi Fasofisi titosftBgrs to 'rftprsjsawts Fatfeor tofi&gfeitoto «®®©to2. ^tiee* 11 1 
tec of s© cn stato ttoroHaw ftnd suspte that ^1 to apytos oa uc for tip iisssto. 
For the tost ter- to our .roam tore to .has tea pfsdU^ft# aati-Iiasi ato fegdog to 
ess fto attitu£^« I.tee givaa ©© -s3»@ fee S»n^ .dilates** „„ ,•■ I 

ftu. /& -aay&r' 


£^m. to©.|?eriod-of until 2^#, all 4C*4tofe 

at^ptototo-’ teeau©i ^o^fe &^Kags^?aa estivlttoB^ia. e^^ortogj 

astivltlss** H© tea® di«k blau ©jssooiatod with teh itoividua 




the teisttoft if»feili£#rei 


Lft E# 


JE: e! aP» 1? ef isdbamgr tm P* €•$ Br« 

£: listeWp itf mfi 

g^g ^SS teaii. rto ^rier te- tt© mlterne® o& tto SMted 
U: ^^pr-«Kp® totedafej^ tsito r^U»l «®«isstiew J> p&lto&t 

Mr. HendBP^wW^ _*,M»mvrsw rP^." T ^ 

Mr. PennlngTon— ILL iNFOIil-J iLm -. 

Mr. Quinn Tam m ___ rr r ^ r .T •■ r= r»T1?TJ r iO 

Mr. Nease T ”“ • J .. . *-■ - 

Miss Sandy_ .. r - - - • \ r ;tt ’ J 
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trm a source ocnsid n red reliable It vat reported that Johnson was 
fated by the Gemaa authorities in charge of the frees correspondents visiting 
the doliah Croat and that tbs Gomans ww quit* solicit®** about his welfare. 

Tram a rsliable source in 19h2 Johnson flmiiafced the following inr 
fomatisn concerning allegation* of his aotivitisa and associations as nautlonad 
above. He statad that ha had graduated trm Harvard in 1930 although ha should 
have graduated in 19£7 aa ha had boon farad to discontinue aohool booauaa of 
an illness, psyxdjothyaia. Hi regard to Ma background ha adviaod that trm 
1930 to 1935 hs was Idroator of ths Agricultural Le parta a p t of tha iuaeun of 
Modern Arts, How lark City, and that ainoe 1935 ha had twin aa^OLoyod aa Manager 
of his fcth«r*s fara looatod at lew Icarton, Ohio. Ha stated Ma fathar *as 
Baser H. Johnson and a aadbar of tha firm ill. B. and H. H. Johnson, practicing 
attorneys in davaiand, Ohio. Ho painted out that his only souroso of inflows 
wars trm his aetata and tha position of imager of his fathar** fans. 

Johnson explained that ha had boon acquainted with Fathar Coughlin 
aim* the death of Huagr bang aa Tdanaond fam in Saw iandon, Ohio, la not far 
fro ,u Royal Oak« SfloM awt thtb hi bwiS had o^oortinltlii to Yiiit Fithtr 
Gou^hlln llidsi on tha ffcrxa* iocwlli^ to Johnson In 1936 Fathsar Coughlin 

Johnson and Johnoon^s IMsnl Also BlAckburn* 2ssout4.Ts Hiaitor of ths 
itomm of Hadam Arts who was than being suitor tad financially by Johnson, to 
assist Map, Fathar Concilia, in ths publication of on* issue of "Social Justice. 11 
Johnson advised that they had dona this asking suggestions as to ths fonset, 
typography, and editorial content of the pufaliostlo n. johnoon and Blackbur n 
received no r egun ar a tiott tor this work. wrote a few article* which 

a ppe a red in 14a am* laaua of "social Justice* n According to Johnson he wrot# 
nous and that In Mi c yto A oft mthosr Coj ^ fli fl lu d ai t mohsm* depre ssed with the 
efforts of h* and hia Mad* However , J o hn so n helped Father Coughlin organise 
a rally in e»tf* at the tha Coughlin was Leapt* for PraeTftent, and 

also Johnson contributed $5,000.00 to Lophe** canpadgn. 

Xa regard to Bay Johnson advised that prior to Ms affiliation 
with "Social Justice" he aad Blackburn had bacons interested in the Huey Long 
novesaent, and perauaat to this laUrwt had Jounapfrad to iamialana attaching 
thanselv os to Huey Long. They eaas to Washington with long and attaapied to 
obtidii isiiUois by s ro upi i Lodges ifHot* Johnson italad that tiiir 

efforts had been tmauooaaafbl. After Long wasdwt Jehnaen ran for State 
silw atsr In Chip sod mmsW Is oblsinliig ths jmdnRtlsi as Cse^Ksrs^ls 
candidate in the jdavy elections. However, aooording to Joiumm, he resigned 
his irsn tt ltissy Inwirttyh n bs oootldtfrid r ssylos nwmiwl jii sots lspqrtaspt# 

Johnson advis e d that he had aade trip* abroad alaost annually with his 
aether and alone, both prior to and arter his graduation flraa collage. He elaiaed 
no interest in politics until his trip to Oaranqy lions In 193$ after having s«fc 
Coughlin*s acquaintance. At this tins Johnson axfcdtted that he was iogprasaed 
?^baaauaa of tha fact that trains aeeaad to run on tins and that the national 
^finp£^nant in Gemaqy aaasad to be in a ouoh acre favorablo condition than it 
*£; ^ had-bo an prior to Hitler. Johnson retu rn ed to Qemaugr in ths suaner of 1938 

Mr. Nichgfir jfttnMgd tho Dirt/ CriivTUM in MttrMdMrsrn iris tipi hd sa0b Mrib Tlolft 

mt! up afmljtifi n^ thit irie Bodsnaohttct^i 9 brother wm out of 3ottlR£ 9 8 

v:g*43utants. It was at this party Congress that «Mu»son also sort. Hr. and Hrs* 

Mr. Pennington 
Mr. Quinn Tam m 

Ur, Nease_ 

Miss Gandy_ 








KlUa a of Boo ton, Massachusetts; Boris Brawl of Sew fork City; and Mr 4 >, DLLling 
of Chicago. /Previous to this trip fa« had spent two maths in Germany most of 
which time ha was in Berlin* Ha admitted that ha studied the political situation 
there* 

On Johnson's succeeding trip he attended a Nasi training school, wnicb 
attendance was arranged by the Carl Sahara Foundation. Re returned to the Jhited 
States in the fall of 1938 and in the summer of 1939 again went to Germany to do, 
as he pat it, "acre political looking up.* tin route to Genany via boat he again 
net sirs* Bodensohadts and travelled -<rf th her after his arrival in Berlin to 
Baaslg and Warsaw, Poland* He visited France at which tine he wrote an article 
for Frederick Auhagen on France's position for which he received no pay* He wrote 
an article on the woman position also for Auhagen after his return to the united 
States* Johnson was in Munich at the tine the war brake out and from there wrote 
an article for Father Coughlin concerning the outbreak of the war for which he 
received no pay* 2h describing the article written for Auhagen, Johnson explained 
that he had discussed this article with Auhagen before hie, Johnson's, departure 
from the united states* After the outbreak of the war Johnson went to the German 
Ministry of Propaganda where he saw Warner Asendarf and told Asendorf that he was 
a correspondent for Coughlin's aagaalas “Social Justice*, which resulted in him 
obtaining a pane and subseq uently waking two trip# to the Polish front. On his 
visit to tbs Ministry of Propaganda he net Mr. Ballet of the German Foreign 
Ministry and other individuals connected with the Goman Government. According 
to Johnson the Propaganda Ministry became angry after hie trips to the polish front 
because he had not written any articles* They hinted that he would probably write 
than after his return to the United States. He was accompanied on both of these 
tripe to the front by American newspaper correspondents. During his stay in 
Berlin he remembered he bad lunch with the former German Ambassad or to the United 
States, Dr. Diekhoff. 

Johnson stated that after his return from Germany in 1938 one of his 
good friends was Lewrenoe Dennis. After knowing Dennis, Johnson was Introduced 
by him to Auhagen, and after having met Auhagen, he became acquainted with George 
Sylvester Viereck, whom be amt at one of the meetings of the American Fellowship 
Forum* Johnson admitted contributing to the American Fellowship Forum but denied 
having contributed to Aahagan's magaaine “Today's Challenge* although he had 
previously admitted writing articles for Auhagen free of charge. Johnson admitted 
acquaintance with Dcqglaa Stewart, associated with Scribner's Commentators; Mr. 
Harsch of the Flanders Ball Publishing Company' Mr. Bread, a white Eussian; 
and Manfred Z &pp of the Transocean Mews Agency, who he stated had attempted to b© 
very friendly with his* Be met Zapp through Dennis t Seward Collins, former editor 
of the American Review; or through Frances Pratt of the Fbrelgn Policy Association* 

At the seme time that Johnson furnished the information as set forth 
above, he pointed out that his own political ideas had undergone a complete change 
Mr . Tolso wh«n he began to realise Germany was becoming an eneoy of the United States* He 
^ e ^sHftmed that ha had severed all relationships with the individuals mentioned above 
““^nd-lntlmated that he no longer feels as he had previously felt* 

Mr! Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols 

~!> - It is known that Johnson contributed $6,000.00 and possibly sore to the 

}£• g^/activlties of Lawrence Lewis between 1938 and 19«1. Dennis was a defendant in 
£; ggglgjjfc sedition trials which were recently declared “a mistrial* in Washington, D* C* 

Mr. Quinn Tam m 

Air. Nease_ 

Miss Gandy_ 









mad according to JcH Daily of April 29$ 19L3# he was am of th« twenty—five native 
bam Aaarlean dtisens froa tbs Eastsm DtftaM Cosaand who had boar: ordered 
oxcluctod frotta th# ^ntlr# &agt4£rn «xt4ftdl?3«£ IhM mint to Florida^ ii 

the individuals war® considered dangerous to the internal security. 

Johnson was known to keep aany bods in his spartasent located at 731 
3rd Street, Hew York City, prior to 1?L0, and it was ascertained that awong this 
collection wars the following! 

*1 fins* Hitler" by Ladecke 

» 1iw^nw by I40Q Qfobriy 

Dior fftititm Ztelfc* toy Hr# GofttotofeUi 
"Germany's Third aqjdr** by HmUst fan Bar Bruok 
"Kandfoaoh Dor Fudantrage* by T. H. Friteoh 
*^hat mot Really Sfasnt" by a. U H. Cole 
** i hEMW W Wilfltf by K urt item 

"Autarkic" by isralnaao Fried 
"Aaerika Hod Hr* by Ernest Jackh 
father Coughlin** "Radio Disco urses" 

3 onb«rt f 0 okonond^f 1 

Chappell#*# "While England Slept" 
ibetl bswohil't *Das Organfsobe >ielihbild B 
A set of books “The Qynaaioa of far and 
Resolution 1 * by lasreoce D enn i s 
*Hin stddfHttttisrii* by Ernest hngsr 
ejp hi lo cojphy of f^iedrlch ?£Letssche^ 

In Dsoaatoa r , 19hl, the Sheriff at Sorsalk, (Mo, advised that ifcillp 
Johnson is haraless and that he Just W a lot of any kith nothing to do by 
travel aroun d spend it bein g a nuisance to hlsxlf sad e ver y one el ss. Be 
said that Johnson's fsally are respectable dtlsens and that they are quite 
anoyed by their son’s pecolisritlee. 

Johnson was laduotad Into the United States Amy on March 12, lj?u3* 
through Local Draft Board #U7» Cambridge, (aswanTimctta. He would have motived 
his degree frora the Harvard School of Arohiteetum in Hqr of that year had he 
completed his studies. 

It was reported in October, 19U1, that Johnson was attached to 
Geopany g, 2nd iUlltsry intelligence Training Battalion, Gamp Ritchie, Maryland, 
as of July 2, 19U3. Qfa foj 
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OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ATTACHE 
THE AMERICAN EMBASSY 

BOGOTA. COLOMBIA 

May 9, 1945 


Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


Re: PRIVATE PHILIP C. JOHNSON 
- FOREIGN MISCELLANEOUS ~X 


_. w ^ ^ 


Reference is made to my letter of January 9, 

1945 setting forth the request of Ambassador JOHN C. 

WILEY of this Enbassy for confidential information con¬ 
cerning the above captioned subject and to the Bureau’s 
reply and enclosure under date of April 6, 1945. 

This is to advise that on April 17, 1945, the 
memorandum enclosed in the referenced Bureau letter con¬ 
cerning subject JOHNSON was made available to Ambassador 
WILEY personally and on a confidential basis. 

/ Ambassador WILEY expressed his deep appreciation 

/for the service of this office and the Bureau in the above 
[regard. 

Very truly yours, 


Loane 3y Randall 

L. A. 


LJR :m jp 
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Mr. Tolsom. 
Mr. Mohr_ 


™ r 1 'A jgt- . ■Nfk* 

lornisohjCi^|i 


Mg'. Parsons_ —J 

®Ir. Belmontj 

Mr. Callahan-j 

Mr. DeEonch-j 

Mr. Mai or,?_ J 

Mr. i: '\\ e_I 

Mr. T/c-_' 

Mr. . ' "i-. 

I Mr. V-f -r' r- 

Mr. V/.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room..- 

Mr. Ingram- 

Miss Gandy- 


Cleveland’sroiaest ; npfficficln : g # S^)rney, Horner 
B55eaLtohson, teacher, man of peace and oneTwHo 
ookeoeVer’tothe future, died at his boyhood home ,ii 
STew London, Huron, Coup- 
;% yesterday morning at 5. 

Id ‘was 97. ' : • 


j Sir. Johnson, who had.been 
staying there since he gave up 
his room in "Hotel Alcazar a 
year ago, had-Been in compara¬ 
tively good health. Each day he 
had been Lip and around as 
ju$ual, his interest in his world 
never dimming. 


APPROa / cfu£ f X 

gsacst—a- 

a d /J. 




J There on Main. Street, in 
New London, he lived with his 
staff at the.. house where ' he 
had'; returned many times and 
where }ie-had lived, in his -early 
Uife^ sinc&' he was 6 years old. 
The * famil^ farm, and home 
were said; some 1 .time, agp, ‘ \ *; 

Funeral : services ,' are . to ; be 
held ’priviately in Lake; View 
[Cemetery; here; Arrangements * 
are being handled by the East- { 

S neral home in New Eon- , 
• ■ ( ' 

ygps -include a son, 
JTJohnson . a nbted New 
rcliitect; two daughters, 
John/Bl Dempsey, 12821 
Lake Shore Boulevard, Braten- 
ahi*, f whose husband is a member 
of the law firm of Squire^ Sand- 




Homer H. Johnson, 

- ■ ■ , . * v ... • t 

ers & Ddpipsey, and- Miss Theo- 
date JOhnson* of New York, 
owner-publisher of the mag¬ 
azine Musical Angelica, and 
three grandsons. -x . ‘ 

Mr. Johnson’s law office in 
Cleveland, M. B, & H. H.JJhn- 
son, was .. .in the Union ; upm- 
merce Building. His partner 
and Oberlin College classmate, 

Cotmued on Page 2B* Cob S 
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i? From First Page 

Mi| B. (Blake) Johnson, cied 
soi re years ago. They were lot 
related. Of course, Mr. John :on 
had not gone to the office lor 
a year. 

The mild-looking Mr. John- 
son was bom on the farm in 
"Huron County on June 26, 
1862. He was an only child. The 
home was in the Firelands, or 
Sufferers* Tract, lands' that 
Connecticut set aside in her 
Western Reserve. Abraham 
Lincoln was in the White 
House. < 

So Mr. Johnson came to 
Cleveland by way of Amhei'st 
and Oberlin College and the 
law school of Harvard Uni¬ 
versity. He formed the law firm 
here the year he received his 
-.legal degree. He was at Ober¬ 
lin with Charles Martin Hall, 
who worked out thelprocess of 
extracting pure aluminum from 
its ore. 

Once Hall came to the 
young la\yyer-and asked him 
whether he ' should accept an 
offer of $100,000 for As 
process. . ' • 

“I told him to take it,” Mr. 
Johnson often recalled, wi-jh 
humor. “He had never seen so 
mi|ch money. Hall rejected it. 
Tfc it*s how much I knew.” 

Birth of Partnership 

, The lawyers Johnson .set up 
I their partnership when Mr. 
Johnson, then 26, was walking 
along Euclid Avenue one day 
, looking for a* “connection.** 

M. B. ran into H. H. Said M. 
B.: “Let's go together and set 
up a law firm.” They did. 

Even though Mr. Johnson 
stopped going to the office in 
the Union Commerce Building 
last year, he still technically 
was a practicing attorney. 
When he was at the Alcazar 
he used to make the trips down¬ 
town by bus. His wife, Louise 
Pope Johnson, died in 1957. 

Through M.B., who was 
worting for the White Sewing 
Macmne Co. at the time they 
fornjed their legal partnership, 1 
Mr.JJohnson began a longjas- 
sociation with the pioneer in¬ 
dustrialist family. For years 
Mr. Johnson was counsel and 
later board member of the 
White company. 


3 Formed Trust Concern 

. Ar ^ther business' ventuije for 
1 Mr. Johnson and his pa|tner 
r was $the formation of th| old 
American Trust Co. in th| old 
' Mohawk Building on Public 
1 Square. Later their trust con- 
’ cern merged with another and 
; finally, after several dozen mer- 
’ gers, became part of ,the Union 
; Trust Co. 

As an attorney, trusts were 
his specialty in that era of 
America's history. He once re¬ 
marked: “Lawyers today have 
labor and tax laws to worry 
about. We had the Sherman 
antitrust act. That act taught 
us more about trusts than we 
ever knew. We took a few les¬ 
sons.” 

Mr. Johnsons was long in¬ 
terested in world affairs and in¬ 
ternational peace.. His -big desk 
in the office seemed always} to 
be crowded with hooks 2 nd 
magazines, letters and ne> 78- 
paper dippings. He used |to 
read, in addition to the Plain 
Dealer, the Manchester Guard¬ 
ian every day. 

In 1918 and 1919 he served 1 
as a member of the United 
State 5 Liquidation Commission. 
His appointment came from 
Newl 3n D. Baker, who was sec¬ 
retary of war in President Wil¬ 
son's cabinet. In 1915 he had 
been a member of the League 
to Enforce Peace, which was a 
movement organized by William 
Howard Taft. 

Peace a Passion 

Mr. J ohnson was always 
worrying about the future. He 
spoke much about world dis¬ 
armament. World peace was his 
lifelong passion. The scuttling 
of the League of Nations al¬ 
ways saddened him. , But, too, 
he never failed to think of the 
future as bright. And he was 
optimistic about young people. 

“I’m not worried about 
them,” he once remarked. 
“They are doing much better 
than we did.” 

Mr. Johnson would never 
have too much to do wit| the 
pas| ^ I 

“jif you engag'e in a qu arrel 
witfj the past and presen|” he 
used to reason, “your future is 
a failure.” J 


Mr. Johnson, who, was a 
friendly, smiling man of ifhed- 
ium 'height, talked about| his 
fige, too, with reason. He dWe 
failed'it “this prolonged chr|no- 
fogy ” Asked once if *age 
brought wisdom, he answered’. 
“I suspect not.”" 

Speculation on Autos 

Back in those early law firm 
days, Mr. Johnson and his 
partner would speculate on 
which type of automobile would 
survive, the electric, the steam¬ 
er or the gasoline. His own fa¬ 
vorite was the ‘Steamer. The 
gas buggy woiybut the John¬ 
sons neatly^ took care of mat¬ 
ters by representing manufac¬ 
turers of all' three fled'gling 
types—Baker (electric), White 
(steamer) and Garford (gaso- 
. line). , 

Mr. Johnson taught law at 
the law school of Western Re¬ 
serve University for 25 years.) 
In fact, he helped to organize; 
the school. He was always 
proud of the many legal minds 
the school turned out through 
the years > 1 

He married Miss Louise Pope 
in 1901. Before they liv|d in. 
the Alcazar they had a home 
ok Overlook Road in C|eve- 
kind Heights. His first pife, 
j inet Whitcomb, died in 1890. 
Efts second wife, Gertrude 
Beggs, died in 1896. 
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| 1 Name Searching Unit - Room 6527 

1 —I Service Unit - Rnnm 6574_ 

L- > Forward 

1 ^ \ ^kt Mention__ 

1. 1 /1 Return to _ 


Ty pe of References nequebieu.— 1 

1 1 Regular Request (Analytical Search) 

C J All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
[—, .1 Subversive References Only 

I-J> Tonsubversive/References Only 

□ZlMain _ References 


Ty pe of . Search Requested: 

I i Rfig-trtcted to Locality of_ 

1 Z^f Rxact Name Onl y (On the Nose) 

1 1 Buildup 1 . J Variations 



Birthdate & Place 
Address _ 


Localities _ 


Prod. 
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NOV 171964 


NAME CHECK 



her 16, 1964 



PH ILIP KOI_ 

"^orHT^Jaly 8 
Cleveland, 

Reference is made to your request for information 
subsequent to 1959 concerning tie captioned individual. It is 
noted you were furnished copies of reports concerning 

“ * “ nil 


Philip Cortelya 


Johnson in 1954 which revealed results of 
_ 1941 and 1942. 

(100-32734) 

In October, 19S9, 


New Canaan 

Police Department, New Canaan, Connecticut, advised a Special 
Agent of the PHI that Philip C. Johnson, residing on 
Ponus Ridge Road, New Canaan, born in 1906, was arrested on 
April 9, 1954, for violation of fules of the road, no 
disposition shown; and on April 19, 1958, for speeding, fined 
$14, but eompiaint was withdrawn. No other information was 
available concerning Johnson. 

(105-78306-24) 

This reply is result of check of FBI investigative 
files. To check arrest records, request must be submitted 
to FBI Identification Division. 

Original & 1 USIA) 

Request Received-11/9/64 

1VG: ded ilsA 

J (4) 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI- It Is the property of 
the FBI, and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
agency. This is in answer to your request for a check of FBI files. 
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. STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : Mr. Evans 

C) 


date: 4-11-63 


FROM 


subject: 


W. V. Clevelan 


mJLm 

aMrih 

Mohr i 
Casper 
CoUehan j** 

^iNLoach^J 

jEvcms 

^JzZz 

1 Rosen a JC g 
$uUivart 
Tavel.. 

"t cotter . 

'Tele. Room . 
Holme? 
Gan<Jy --^- 


BACKGROUND 


PHILIP CORTELYOU JOHNSON 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOIBE 

CL 

i^t)h^SONj 


r-/ 


On 4-10-63, we received a request from the White House for 
a name check and then a full field investigation of captioned 
individual, who is an architect in New York City. He is 56 years old 
and unmarried. v 

MAIN FILE CHECK 

The files indicate that we conducted an investigation of 
Johnson from 1941 to 1943. He is the son of a prominent Cleveland 
attorney, deceased, and had a private income from an estate valued at 
about $500,000. During the 1930s, prior to World War II, he was very 
active in sponsoring, associating with and actively promoting pro-Nazi 
and pro-Fascist programs, publications and activities. He was 
associated with such pro-Nazi and pro-Facist persons as Father Coughlin, 
Lawrence Dennis, Gerald L. K. Smith, Joseph E. MacWilliams and George 
Sylvester Viereck. He was also associated with two convicted German 
Agents, Mrs. Viola Bodenschadtz and Frederick E. Auhagen.£/* 6 —32 73*/) 

Around 1934, Johnson organized a "Gray Shirt' 1 organization, 
a very anti-Semitic outfit. He was a follower of Huey Long and it 
was said that Johnson wanted to be the "Hitler" of this country and, 
in 1934, believed Huey Long was going to gain control of the United 
States and he, Johnson, depose Long. 


Johnson was publicly named as a^Fascist and Nazi apologist 
and sympathizer in such publicatiohRcv&P // the "Cleveland Press," 

"Harpers Magazine" and Foj^jg^ag^Sh^^^ — 2=^ 

In the book* "Berlin u5lfc3ry^ by William L. Shirer, he relates 
that on 9-18-39, a trip was made from Berlin to the Polish Corridor and 
the party stopped for the night near Danzig. Shirer said Nazi iPropo- 
ganda Ministry officials insisted that he share a»double room with 
Johnson,'Jan American Fascist who says he represents Father Coughlin's 
'Social Justice.'" Shirer said, "none of us could s stand ithe fellow 
and suspect he ,is spying on us for the Nazis." Shirer’ was interviewed 


- 2 ^ 82 .- 


and suspect he f is spying 


in 1941 and reiterated the comments in hln- fr^rtlr nhp ut J ohnson and 


1 - Mr. Bartlett 
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Memorandum to Mr. Evans 

RE: PHILIP CORTELYOU JOHNSON 


stated that Johnson was feted by the German authorities in charge of 
the press correspondents and they were quite solicitious about his 
welfare. 

Johnson traveled extensively in Germany during the 1930s and 
was well received by Nazi officials. He went to Germany in the Summer 
| of 1938, specifically to attend the Nazi Party Congress held in 
Nuremberg. He also attended a Nazi training school while in Germany. 

In 1939*he was in Germany as a correspondent for Father Coughlin's 
magazine ’’Social Justice” and accompanied German troops into Poland. 

He was described as a fanatic on the subject of Nazism and 
Fascism and was described as very anti-Semitic in his-feelings. One 
person described him as ”a homosexual type" and it was stated that he 
was "flighty" and had three nervous breakdowns while attending Harvard 
University. 

In 1940«, an Office of Naval Intelligence Agent advised that 
Johnson was pro-Nazi and had been in.Germany at the time of the 
Polish invasion by Germany. *He said that Johnson was allegedly a 
pervert. A person who had known Johnson for 9 years advised, in 1941, 

he had the reputation of being a sexual pervert. 

Lawrence 

In 1942, we interviewed Johnson about^Dennis, as we had a 
Registration Act case on ihim. (Dennis was one of the defendants in the 
Sedition trials in Washington, D. C., which resulted in a mistrial 
upon the death of the trial judge on 7-12-44.) During that interview, 
Johnson attempted to explain away his pro-Nazi activities and claimed 
! that he had severed all relationships with questionable persons and 
indicated that he had changed his feelings toward Nazism. 

It was further stated that Johnson's family were 
respectable persons and'were quite annoyed by his "peculiarities.’’ 
Johnson was inducted into the United States Army 3-12-43. 

be 

ACTION: hie 


It is believed that, under the circumstances, ,the above 
informatio n concerning Johnson should be discussed with 


at the White House by Liaison and it be determined if he 


still desires an investigation of Johns 







- 2 - 









© 

PHILIP CORTELYOU JOHNSON 


April 11, 1963 



/ 


The files indicate that the FBI conducted an inves¬ 
tigation of Johnson from 1941 to 1943, Since, during the 
1930's, prior to World War II, he was very active in sponsoring, 
associating with and actively promoting pro-Nasi and pro-Fascist 
programs* He is the son of a prominent Cleveland attorney, 
now deceased, and had private income from an estate valued at 
about $500,000* 

Johnson mas associated vith such pro-Nasi and pro- 
Fascist persons as Father Coughlin, Lawrence Dennis, Gerald L* X, 
Smith, Joseph X, McWilliams and George 8ylvester Tiereck, He 
was also associated vith two convicted German agents, Mrs, Ylola 
Bodenschadts and Frederick X. Auhagen, 

Around 1934, Johnson organised a "Gray Shirt” organi¬ 
sation which was very anti-Semitic* He was a follower of Huey 
Long, and it was said that Johnson wanted to be the ’’Hitler” 
of this country ancl in 1934, believed that Huey Long was going 
to gain control of the United States and he, Johnson, would 
then depose Long, 

Johnson was publicly named as a Fascist and Nasi 
apologist and sympathiser in such publications as the "Cleveland 
Press,”’Harpers Magasine,” and ’’Fortune Magazine." 


Johnson was described as a fanatic on the subject _ 

of Nazism and Fascism and as being anti-Semitic in his feelings .a 
O ne person described him as a "homosexual type” and it was jJ< 
stated that he was "flighty” and had three nervous breakdowns // 
while attending Harvard University. In 1940, an agent of the 1/ 
Office of Naval Intelligence advised that Johnson was allegedly 
a sexual pervert. Another person, who bad known Johnson for 
nine years[advised, in 1941, he had the reputation of being a 
sexual pervert and maintained a homosexual relationship with 
one Alan Blackburn, who assisted Johnson in forming the "Gray 
Shirts.” 


Johnson traveled extensively in Germany during the 
1 was well received by Nazi officials* He went to 
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Philip 


Cortelyou Johnson 


Nazi Party Congress held in Nuremberg, He also attended a 
Nazi training school while in Germany. In 1939 he was in 
Germany as a correspondent for Father Coughlin's magazine, 

"Social Justice" and accompanied German troops into Poland. 

In his book, "Berlin Diary," William L. Shirer 
relates that on 9/18/39 a trip was made, by a group of 
correspondents, from Berlin to the Polish Corridor, and 
the party stopped for the night near Danzig. Shirer said 
Nazi Propaganda Ministry officials insisted that he share 
a double room with Johnson, "an American fascist who says he 
represents father Coughlin's 'Social Justice,'" Shirer said, 
"none of us could stand the fellow and suspect he is spying 
on us for the Nazis," Shirer was interviewed in 1941 and 
reiterated his comments in his book about Johnson and stated 
that Johnson was feted by the German authorities in charge 
of the press correspondents and they were quite solicitous 
about his welfare* 

Xn 1942 Johnson was interviewed about Lawrence 
Dennis, as Dennis was the subject of a foreign Agents 
Registration Act case. (Dennis was one of the defendants 
in the Sedition trials held in Washington, D. C., which 
resulted in a mistrial upon the death of the trial judge on 
7/12/44.) During that interview, Johnson attempted to explain 
away his pro-Nazi activities and claimed that he had severed 
all relationships with questionable persons and Indicated 
that he had changed his feelings toward Nazism, 

•* 

It was further stated that Johnson's family were 
respectable persons and were quite annoyed by his "peculiarities. 
Johnson was Inducted into the United States Army on 3/12/43. 
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UNITED STATES COVER^^ENT 

Memorandum 


FROM 


subject: 


Ur* W. C. Su 


D. J. Brennan, Jr 


date: April 15, 1963 


Totsoa 
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O^spey 
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Evans ^ 
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Bo sen - n -, rr 
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Twttor 
Tele.ftoom i 
Hoianes mmtm 
Candy...... 


PHILLIP CORTELYOU JOHNSON 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 


jb| 


My 4-12-63 memorandum to you in the above-captioned 
matter, which is on the Director f s tickler list, advised that 
1 Liaison would contact| at the White 

| House on Monday. 4-15 -63. The purpose or this contact is to 
advise P [ concerning the derogatory information 

contained in Rrrrfta.ii fileg on the subject. On 4-10-63 

|_| requested the Bureau to conduct a background 

investigation of the subject. 

_ On 4-1 5-63 Liaison Agent Bartlett determined from 

office that he will not be at the White House 
until the President returns to Washington from Florida on 
either Wednesday nig ht. 4-17-63. or Thursday morning, 4-18-63. 
Liaison will contactimmediately upon his return 
to the White House. 1 - 1 * 


ACTION: 


For information. 


Miss Holmes 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Evans 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Young 
Liaison 
Mr. Bartlett 
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ME* W. C. SUlfcg 


date: April 


FROM 


subject: 


D. J. BRENNAJU'g^ 

& 

PHILIP CORTELYOU JOHNSON 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 



The April 11, 1963, memorandum from W. V* Cleveland to 
Mr* Evans, in the above captioned matter, which is on the Director*^ 
tickler list, requested Liaison to contact 


at the White House and advise him concerning xne nactsgrouna or uonnson. 


requested the Bureau on April 10, 1963, to 


conduct a background investigation of Johnson; however, due to the 
voluminous derogatory dat a already in our files, the Director approved 
contacting ! I to determine if he still desires tl^at the 

investigation be conducted. J* 

_ On A pril 12, 1963, Liaison Agent Bartlett determined*-that 

| is away for the weekend and will return on Monday,, 

April 15, 1963. Liaison will contact him at that time and^ou will 
be advised of his decision. 




ACTION; 


For information 


1 - Miss Holmes 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Evans 
1 - Mr* Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Young 
1 - Liaison 
1 - Mr. Bartlett 
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UNITED STATES GOVERnS^T 

r Memorandum 


% 


toUon ' 
JBeJtmoat j 
Mohr jm 
Casper _ 
Cailak^n 


MR. W. C. SULLIVAN 


from : D. J. BRENNAN, JR. 


subject: 


date: April 17, 1963 


PHILIP C0RTELY0U JOHNSON 
SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 



^Sale -mt ,,wnm 

■SvUivcuicS 

Tavel 
trotter 
Tele. Room 
Halme* 
Gan4 y ^ 


Reference is made to the memorandum from Mr# Cleveland 
to Mr. Evans dated April 11, 1963, in the above- captioned matter . 
A name che ck and investigation were requested by 

H of the White House on April 10, 1963* ^ ^ 

* 

Considerable derogatory information concerning Johnson 
appeare d in the Bureau files, and Liaison was instructed 1 'to 
contact f I to determine if he desired that, the • 

investigation be done. 

_Hn_late afternoon, April 17, 1963 > Liaison Agent saw 

I upon his return to the Wh ite House. and after 
learning of tne derogatory information. ! ~~l said 

that.jno further action should be taken and that the White House 
would give r no further consideration to the appointment of 
Johhs'on on the Fine Arts Commission. 

ACTION ; r\ 

?t For information# 
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1-Hiss Holmes 
1-Mr. Belmont 
1-Mr. Evans 
1-Mr. Sullivan 
1-Mr. Young 
1-Liaison 
1-Mr. Bartlett 
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September 7, I960 
BY LIAISON 


Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Watson: 


Referen ce is made to the name check request from 
”^^relative to the White House affair to bo hold 2 


.X 
*-r 
O 

cr 

“Hi 

m 
> 


on September 12, 1986. 

The central files of the FBI contain no pertinent 
derogatory information concerning ithe following individuals: 


O 

o 

X 


v^l 


tw 

N> 

O 
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The fingerprint files of the FBI Identification Division 
contain no arrest data identifiable with the above individuals. 


individuals: 


Attached are memoranda concerning the following 


j- Philifrffohnson 
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tM, 



J'l&.vA/ 


A copy of this communication has not been sent to 

,ai. . _ •-» 
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1 - Mr. DeLoach (sent direct), />A —rrjp - 3 

1-.Mr. Gale V [y H --* * ~~ « 

1 - Mr. Rosen yl.._, 'II ° 
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July 21, 1971 
BY LIAISON 
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Honorable Alexander P. Butterfield 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Butterfield: 


concerning 


Reference is made to your name check request 


and Philip Cr'VJohnson. 


Attached are separate memoranda concerning 
these individuals. 

This letter of transmittal may be declassified 
when the enclosure bearing a classification is removed. 

Sincereljyrours, 
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July 21, 1971 


PHILIP e^-JOHNSON I 

- / 

t 

Captioned individual, who you advised was born on 
June.8 , 1906, in Cleveland, Ohio, and presently resides at 
112" feast 55th Street, New York, New York, may be identical with 
Philip Cortelyan Johnson also known as Philip Cortelyou Johnson 
who was the subject of a security-type investigation conducted by 
the FBI from 1941 to 1943. 


Attached is a copy of a memorandum dated 
September 4, 1964, summarizing data on Johnson which is maintained 
in FBI files. (161-2482) 


In October, 1959, 


New Canaan, 


Connecticut, Police Department, advised that Philip C. Johnson, 
Ponus Ridge Road, New Canaan, Connecticut, born in 1906, was 
arrested on April 9, 1954, for violation of rules of the road and on 
April 19, 1954, for speeding. No disposition is known for the first 
violation, but in the second instance he was fined $14 and the com¬ 
plaint was withdrawn*. (100-32734-42) 


The central files of the FBI, including the files of the 
Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent information 
concerning captioned individual based upon background information 
submitted in connection with this name check request* 
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;.r MR. AND MRS. PHILIP C. rfoHNSON- i- H j 

Mrs. Johnson has not been rthe. subject of an j 

investigation conducted by the FBI; however, Mr. Johnson, who 
1 you advised can be contacted at 375 Park Avenue, New^Ygrk, j 

New York, n may be identical wltlT Thi ll p CoFteivanXfohnsoh , 
also known as Philip Cortelyou Johnson^ who was the subject of 
a security-type investigation conducted by the FBI from 1941 
until 1943. In addition, a name check was made by the White 
House during July, 1971. Attached is a copy of a summary 
memorandum dated September 4, 1964, together with a copy of a 
memorandum dated July 21, 1971. (161-2482) 

The central files of the FBI, including the files 
5 of the Identification Division, contain no additional pertinent 

f information concerning captioned individuals based upon back¬ 

ground information submitted in connection with this name 
check request. nr a 13 ^*51 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ^ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
'WASHINGTON. D.C. JOJJJ 


September 4, 1964 


PHILIP CORTELYOU JOHNSON 


Philip Johnson, architect of many outstanding projects, 
including Museum of Modern Art Annex & Sculpture Court, and author of 
’’The International Style,” was born on July 8, 1906, Cleveland, Ohio. 

The files indicate that the FBI conducted an investigation 
of Johnson from 1941 ! to 1943, since, during the 1930’s, prior to World War 
II, he was very active in sponsoring, associating with and actively promoting 
pro-Nazi and pro-Fascist programs. He is therson of a prominent Cleveland 
attorney, now deceased, and had private income from an estate valued at 
about $500,000. 

Johnson was associated with such pro-Nazi and pro-Fascist 
persons as Father Cou ghlin, J.awrfirme Dennis, fiprakLL-K. Smith, Joseph | 
E. McWilliams and George,Sylvester Viereck. He was also associated with 
two convicted German agents, Mrs. Viola Bodenschadtz and Frederick E. 
Auhagen. 


Around 1934, Johnson organized a ’’Gray Shirt” organization 
which was very anti-Semitic. He was a follower of&uey';Long, ( and it was 
said that Johnson wanted to be the ’’Hitler” of {hfe country and, in 1934, 
believed that Huey Long was going to gain control of the United States and 
he, Johnson, would then depose Long. 

Johnson was publicly named as a Fascist and Nazi apologist 
and sympathizer in such publications as the ’’Cleveland Press,” ’’Harper’s 
Magazine, ” and ’’Fortune Magazine. ” 


Johnson was described as a fanatic on the subject of Nazism and 
Fascism and as being anti-Semitic in his feelings.^ One person described 
him as a ’’homosexual type” and it was stated that he was v ’’flighty” and had 
three nervous breakdowns while attending Harvard University. > In 1940, an 
agent of the Office of Naval Intelligence advised that Johnson was allegedly 
a sexual pervert.. Another person, who had known Johnson for nine years 
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Philip Cortelyou Johnson 


advised, in 1941, he had,the reputation of being a sexual pervert and maintained 
a homosexual relationship with one Alan Blackburn, who«assisted Johnson 
in forming the "Gray Shirts.” 

Johnson traveled extensively in Germany during the 1930’s 
and was well received.by Nazi officials. He went to Germany in the Summer 
of 1938 specifically to attend the Nazi Party Congress held in Nuremberg. 

He also attended a Nazi training school while in Germany. In 1939 he was ; in 
Germany as a correspondent for Father Coughlin’s magazine, ’’Social justice,” 
and accompanied German troops into Poland. 

In his book, ’’Berlin.Diary,” William L. Shirer relates that 
on‘9-18-39 a trip was made, by a group of correspondents, from Berlin to 
the Polish Corridor, and the party stopped for the night near Danzig. Shirer 
said Nazi Propaganda Ministry officials insisted that'he share a double room withi 
Johnson, "an American Fascist who says he represents Father Coughlin's 
’Social Justice. ’ ” Shirer said, ’’none of us could stand the fellow and suspect he 
is spying on us for the Nazis. ” Shirer was interviewed in 1941 and reiterated 
his comments in his book about Johnson and stated that Johnson was feted by 
the German authorities in charge of the press correspondents and they were ■ 
quite solicitous about his welfare. 

In 1942, Johrison was interviewed about,;Lawrence Dennis, as 
Dennis was the subjeciof a Foreign Agents Registration Act case. (Dennis 
was one of the defendants in the;Seditionltrials held in Washington, D. C., 
which resulted in a mistrial upon the death of the triabjudge.on 7-12-44.) 

During that interview, Johnson attempted to ejqplain away his pro-Nazi 
activities and claimed that he had severed all relationships’with questionable 
persons and indicated that he had changed his feelings toward Nazism. 

, I 

It was further stated that Johnson's family were respectable 
persons and were quite annoyed by,:his "peculiarities.” Johnson was inducted 
into the United States Army on 3-12-43. 
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Philip Johnson undoubtedly is identical with 
Philip Cortelyan Johnson on whom the White House requested a 
full field investigation on April 10, 1963. 

In reference to this request, a memorandum 
summarizing data on Johnson in FBI files was prepared under date 
of April 11, 1963, and furnished to the White House. After reviewing 
this memorandum, a copy of which is attached, the White House 
advised that no further action should be taken on its request for an 
investigation of Mr. Johnson and that no further consideration would 
be given to the appointment of this individual on the Fine Arts 
Commission. (161-2482-3 and 6) 


In October, 1959, 


_ » New Canaan 

Police Department, New Canaan, Connecticut, advised a Special Agent 
of the FBI that Philip C, Johnson, residing on Ponus Ridge Road, 

New Canaan, born In 1906, was arrested on April 9, 1954, for violation 
of rules of the road, no disposition shownj and on April 19, 1954, for 
speeding, fined $14, but complaint was withdrawn. No other information 
was available concerning Johnson. (100-32734-42) 


FBI files contain no additional pertinent information 
concerning captioned individual. 

Hie fingerprint files of the Identification Division of 
the FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with captioned individual 
based upon background information submitted in connection wtth this 
name check request. 
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